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PREFACE. 


Another  Tourist  throws  himself  on  the 
kindness  of  the  already  way-worn  public. 
Another  Author  seeks  to  gain  for  himself 
and  his  adventures  a  small  share  of  the 
attention  that  the  world  has  so  often  kindly 
bestowed  on  literary  wanderers.  He  has 
dared  to  hope  that,  even  among  the  mul- 
titude of  travellers  who  daily  seek  for  public 
approval,  he  may  find  toleration — perchance 
favour. 


Vlll  PREFACE. 

It  is  a  first  attempt  in  letters — it  will 
remain  for  his  readers  to  say,  whether  it  is 
to  be,  a  last. 

It  tells  of  a  new  country,  and  a  new 
people,  governed  on  old  principles — prin- 
ciples that  have  long  since  been  discarded 
and  condemned  by  most  of  the  enlightened 
nations  of  the  world.  The  Author  seeks 
not  to  praise  or  to  upbraid — such  a  course 
would  be  presumptuous  in  the  extreme,  for 
he  is  young  in  years,  and  totally  inexpe- 
rienced in  politics.  He,  therefore,  merely 
tells  of  the  country  and  the  people,  as  he 
himself  saw  them. 

His  sketches  of  Military,  Political,  or 
Educational  Institutions  are  supported  by 
statements,  made  in  the  hearing  of  the 
Author,  by  Russians. 


PREFACE.  IX 

These  form  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
work,  the  rest  is  a  Narrative  of  what  the 
Writer  saw  and  did. 

Apologies  for  a  good  book  are  unneces- 
sary, and  are  of  no  assistance  to  a  bad  one. 
Leaving  therefore  the  production  to  stand 
by  its  own  merits,  or  to  fall  by  its  own 
faults,  he  only  begs  for  unprejudiced  judg- 
ment and  gentle  criticism. 
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the  birth  of  a  new  shawl,  or  a  freshly 
imported  dance,  may  influence  grave  men, 
and  graver  interests. 

Fashion  now  governs  society,  and  the 
state  of  society  certainly  affects,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  state  of  the  commonwealth.  But 
is  London  society,  as  it  is  at  present,  such 
an  institution  as  should  form  the  nucleus  of 
English  social  intercourse  ?  Is  it  not  fictitious, 
hollow,  and  baseless?  A  gaudy,  but  still  a 
great  and  gorgeous  fabric,  reared  on  an 
already  melting  foundation  ?  Is  not  the  god- 
dess of  the  temple  an  imaginary  divinity? 
Title,  wealth,  and  talent,  may  each  conduce 
to  place  a  man  or  woman  within  the  sacred 
circle  of  this  fancied  Paradise ;  but  they  are 
in  no  way  indispensable  qualifications  for 
"  the  best*  sets." 

Thus  we  see  oftentimes,  a  titled  scion  of 
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nobility  a  laughing-stock  and  a  bore.  The 
millionnaire,  whose  wife  would  give  half  her 
fortune  for  the  privileges  Qf  a  J— y  or  a  L — y, 
spending  her  life  and  wealth  in  attempting  to 
attract  the  notice,  or  court  the  favour,  of  the 
priestesses  of  the  temple  of  fashion  ;  and 
the  successful  author,  or  brilliant  orator,  often- 
times unhonoured  or  unknown,  and  looked 
down  on  by  beings  infinitely  inferior  in  virtue 
or  talent,  but  of  great  consideration  in  the 
park  or  the  party. 

The  qualifications  for  the  position  are 
indescribable ;  suffice  it  to  see  that  they  are 
attainable,  and  the  attainment  thereof  cer- 
tainly confers  power  and  influence  on  the 
possessors.  How  long  the  present  rule  will 
continue  is  doubtful,  but  a  power  may  one 
day  arise  that  would  overturn  the  temple  and 
scorn  its  priests ;  and  that  would  raise,  as  the 
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goddess  of  society,  a  graceful  figure,  a  trifold 
deity  of  talent,  wealth,  and  worth. 

This  is  all  very  fine,  but  still  I  confess 
I  like  London;  I  like  the  beauties,  the 
chaperons,  and  the  dandies :  the  dinners,  the 
balls,  the  opera,  and  the  park ;  I  like  aristo- 
cracy and  hate  snobs ;  and  so,  notwithstand- 
ing my  philosophy,  I  will  decidedly  go  to 
London  next  year,  if  possible. 

Being  obliged  to  leave  for  a  time  this 
giddy  whirl,  and  travel  having  always  been  my 
greatest  pleasure,  I  immediately  fixed  upon 
Russia  as  the  scene  of  my  short  tour,  for 
many  reasons.  Having  heard  so  many  con- 
flicting statements,  so  many  astonishing 
stories  of  the  hospitality  of  the  nation — of 
the  beauty  of  the  towns,  and  the  wild  state 
of  the  country  and  people— of  the  greatness 
of    the    Czar,    and    the    devotion    of    his 
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subjects;  my  heart  bounded  at  the  idea  of 
seeing  and  judging  for  myself,  the  country  of 
autocracy;  the  wastes,  whose  wild  tenants, 
Peter  spurred  into  a  nation  in  a  few 
years  :  the  power  which  has  of  late  exercised 
so  great  an  influence  over  Europe  and  Asia, 
— the  tomb  of  Napoleon's  fortune,  and  the 
sepulchre  of  the  independence  of  Poland. 

I  longed  to  see  if  the  authors  of  "  Revela- 
tions of  Russia,"  the  "  Mysteries  of  Russia," 
"  Russia  in  1839,"  and  in  every  other  year, 
founded  their  stories  upon  fact ;  whether  the 
country  was  a  pleasant  land  or  a  hideous 
tomb,  and  whether  60,000,000  of  men  were 
in  an  abject  state  of  blind  submission  to 
the  inhuman  and  brutal  wills  of  a  tyrannical 
Emperor,  and  of  harsh  lords.  I  wished  to 
see  whether  these  gentlemen  had  composed 
interesting  tales  of  tyranny   and  oppression 
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to  gain  notoriety  and  pelf;  or,  whether  these 
books,  so  hostile  to  Russia,  and  so  harrowing 
in  their  details,  were  the  outcries  of  an 
oppressed  and  tortured  nation,  appealing  to 
Europe  for  justice. 

My  stay  was  unfortunately  very  limited — 
so  much  so,  that  I  sometimes  wonder  at  my 
presumption  in  attempting  to  write  a  book 
containing  an  account  of  so  short  a  tour ;  but 
I  am  not  going  to  give  to  the  world  an  abstruse 
political  dissertation  on  Russian  government, 
or  a  statistical  description  of  the  country,  but 
a  mere  account  of  my  own  doings,  and  to 
tell  plainly  the  little  I  saw  and  heard.  If  the 
book  be  found  meagre  in  fact,  and  deficient  in 
information,  my  only  excuse  is,  that  it  is  not 
written  for  statesmen  or  statisticians,  but  for 
idlers,  gapers,  and  little  thinkers,  like  myself, 
who  look  on  the  busy  world,  its  business,  and 
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its  divisions,  without  saying  much,  but  who 
endeavour  to  draw  from  the  wisdom  or  the 
follies  of  others,  equal  instruction  and  amuse- 
ment. 

This  is  my  only  apology  for  asking  the  reader 
to  look  into  the  following  pages — not  that  he 
will  find  therein  any  startling  facts  or  appalling 
disclosures,  or  even  many  things  that  he  may 
not  previously  have  known ;  but  I  flatter  my- 
self that  he  may,  perhaps,  by  their  contents 
be  induced  to  look  upon  the  Black  Eagle 
in  a  somewhat  altered  light — and  that  he  will 
find  the  few  facts  of  my  short  work  uncontra- 
dicted by  either  his  own  experience,  or  the 
authentic  works  of  former  travellers. 

Russia  is  the  country,  of  all  others,  the  most 
difficult  to  describe :  her  government,  her  laws, 
her  society,  and  institutions,  present  themselves 
in  such  very  different  lights  to  different  visi- 
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tors.  Some  travellers  will  see  in  Russia  a 
paternal  and  mild  government ;  strict,  but  just 
laws ;  brilliant  and  polished  society;  benevolent 
and  charitable  institutions :  while  others  (and 
among  them  the  generality  of  modern  authors) 
will  see  in  Russia  a  vast  charnel-house,  a  ter- 
rible prison,  where  confiscation,  the  knout, 
and  Siberia,  are  for  ever  in  constant  view, 
and  whose  hideous  forms  present  themselves 
to  the  stranger  at  every  moment ;  where  laws 
are  but  licences  for  oppression ;  society  but  a 
smooth  and  dark  surface,  that  hides  the  hor- 
rors that  lurk  beneath ;  and  the  educational 
establishments  of  the  country  but  vast  ma- 
neges for  the  breaking-in  of  youthful  slaves. 

My  intention  is  not  to  enter  deeply  on 
these  subjects,  but  merely  to  relate,  for  the 
amusement  of  the  reader,  a  few  incidents  of 
travel,  leaving  him  to  form  his  own  opinions  as 
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to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  his  former 
impressions.  A  galloping  and  steaming  tour 
of  eleven  weeks,  cannot  contain  much  real 
information;  but  I  fain  would  hope  thai 
its  results  may  afford  something  that  may 
help  to  while  away  an  idle  hour,  and  be- 
guile the  weariness-  of  the  train,  or  the 
tediousness  of  a  voyage. 

Having  been  fortunate  enough  to  find 
a  good  companion,  we  were  furnished 
with  some  excellent  letters  of  introduction, 
through  the  kindness  of  Baron  B.,  and 
others.  To  these  letters,  we  owe  all  we 
saw,  and  all  the  hospitality  we  received  in 
Russia.  Thus  furnished,  we  sailed  from 
London  in  the  Countess  of  Lonsdale 
steamer,  on  the  11th  of  June,  1845. 

Many  of  my  friends  wondered  at  my  choice 
of  Russia  for  the  scene  of  my  travels.     Some 
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said  that  it  was  an  ugly,  uninteresting  country, 
that  the  inhabitants  were  stupid  slaves, 
and  modern  barbarians ;  others  declared  that 
it  was  folly  to  travel,  for  pleasure,  in  a  country 
where  there  were  no  inns.  Some  hinted  at 
Siberia,  made  certain  of  the  existence  of  a 
secret  police,  and  said  that  spies  as  numerous 
as  the  eyes  of  Argus  would  beset  otir  way ; 
while  one  hirsute  gentleman,  more  sensible 
than  the  rest,  wisely  opined  that  that  must 
be  a  great  country  which  was  the  source  of 
bears'  grease,  and  from  whence  Atkinson  had 
derived  his  immortal  fame.  I  took  the  advice 
of  the  latter,  ^nd,  after  a  prosperous  voyage 
of  two  days,  we  found  ourselves  admiring  the 
new  town  of  Hamburg. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE   FREE  TOWNS. 
Urbs  antiqua  rait,  jnultos  dominata  per  annos. 

VIRGIL. 

Our  fellow-passengers  in  the  Countess  of 
Lonsdale  steamer  were,  as  usual,  a  mixture  of 
all  nations.  Among  the  number  was  a  Rus- 
sian diplomatist,  who  kindly  gave  us  much 
information  as  to  our  future  movements,  and 
whose  agreeable  conversation  and  gentleman- 
like manners  alleviated,  in  a  great  degree,  the 
tediousness  of  both  this  passage,  and  the 
longer  voyage   from  Lubeck  to  St.  Peters- 
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burg.  We  had  the  pleasure  also  of  the 
company  of  a  crowd  of  school-boys,  six  mon- 
keys, twelve  tortoises,  and  a  laughing  hyena. 
The  latter  was  a  hideous,  one-eyed  monster, 
whose  continual  roars  fully  justified  Captain 
Marryat's  simile  of  their  being  like  the  cries 
of  a  human  being  in  distress — and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  would  have  devoured  all  at- 
tracted by  them  to  his  assistance,  if  he  could. 
His  wooden  den  did  not  look  a  bit  too  secure, 
and  I  anxiously  speculated  on  the  probability 
of  a  hyena  hunt  on  the  deck  of  the  Countess  of 
Lonsdale,  or  the  contingency  of  the  illustrious 
stranger  insisting  on  his  right  to  a  berth  as  a 
cabin  passenger.  However,  the  beast  con- 
tented himself  with  grinning  and  howling,  in 
answer  to  the  playful  attacks  of  the  young 
gentlemen,  and  we  arrived  in  the  Elbe  with- 
out any  accident,  as,  contrary  to  our  expecta- 
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tions,  the  boys  did  not  tumble  overboard,  and 
none  of  the  wild  beasts  were  enlarged. 

The  town  of  Hamburg  is  wonderfully 
improved  by  the  great  fire  of  1840,  the 
most  destructive  conflagration  that  has 
visited  a  European  city  for  ages.  The  fire 
broke  out  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
burnt  for  two  days,  in  spite  of  all  the 
exertions  of  the  inhabitants.  Churches,  and 
buildings,  public  and  private,  fell  a  prey 
to  the  devouring  element,  with  astonish- 
ing rapidity;  the  progress  of  the  flames 
among  the  old  and  dry  wooden  houses,  ren- 
dering  all  the  exertions  of  the  firemen  nearly 
useless.  Some  spirit  warehouses  having  been 
emptied  of  their  contents,  the  liquors  ran  out 
into  the  stagnant  pools  in  such  quantities 
that  they  were  actually  for  some  time  pumping 
strong  grog  on  the  burning  houses,  which,  of 
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course,  had  the  effect  of  increasing,  instead  of 
staying,  the  devastation. 

The  fire  was  shortly  raging  in  four  or  five 
different  places.  A  few  bungling  attempts 
were  made  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  to 
stop  it,  by  blowing  up  some  of  the  houses ; 
but  being  badly  done,  these  efforts  only  added 
to  the  disaster,  and  increased  the  general 
panic.  They  were  said  to  have  been  made  by 
some  English  engineers;  and  this  circumstance 
gave  rise  to  the  absurd  report  that  the  Eng- 
lish, of  whom  there  are  five  thousand  resident 
in  and  about  the  town,  were  the  incendiaries 
who  had  caused  the  disaster.  A  mob  in  a 
burning  city,  in  the  terrible  state  of  excitement 
that  such  an  awful  calamity  must  produce,  are 
ready  to  believe  any  rumour,  however  absurd 
and  unfounded ;  the  consequence  of  this  report 
was,  that  the  lower  class  of  the  inhabitants 
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became  furious,  and  vowed  vengeance  against 
every  Englishman  they  could  catch.  Several 
were  shortly  put  into  prison,  and  the  Captain 
of  the  Countess  of  Lonsdale  told  me,  that  he 
had  a  very  narrow  escape  of  being  severely 
maltreated  by  the  enraged  populace.  He  was 
recognized,  as  he  was  walking  by  himself, 
near  the  river,  into  which  the  good  people  of 
Hamburg  threatened  to  throw  him  imme- 
diately, as  a  wicked  and  dangerous  incendiary. 
He  contrived  to  find  refuge  in  a  cellar,  and 
was  only  delivered  from  his  dangerous  posi- 
tion by  some  Danish  soldiers,  who  escorted 
him  back  to  his  vessel  amid  a  shower  of 
execrations  and  missiles  of  all  sorts. 

After  the  fire  had  desolated  half  the  city, 
its  progress  in  the  principal  direction  was 
arrested  by  blowing  up  Streit's  Hotel,  which 
stood  in  the  same  situation  as  the  present  one 
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of  that  name.  This  enormous  building 
crumbled  to  the  ground  in  a  moment,  and 
thus  the  remaining  side  of  the  Jungfernstieg 
was  saved,  and  the  worst  part  of  the  fire 
extinguished.  The  scene  after  the  conflagra- 
tion, we  were  told,  was  awful.  Thousands 
who  had  suddenly  been  deprived  of  home, 
food,  raiment,  and  their  entire  property,  were 
encamped  without  the  ramparts,  exposed  to 
hunger  and  cold ;  many  lost,  absolutely,  every- 
thing they  possessed,  and  must  inevitably 
have  starved,  but  for  the  supply  of  provisions 
furnished  gratuitously  by  the  people  of  Al- 
tona,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding 
country. 

The  people  soon  found  out  their  mistake 
with  regard  to  the  English,  for  a  large  sub- 
scription was  immediately  entered  into,  and 
forwarded  from  London  for  their  relief;  and, 
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while  the  insurance  offices  of  Hamburg  were 
nearly  bankrupt,  and  some  totally  unable  to 
pay,  England  paid  every  farthing  for  which 
she  was  liable,  which  amounted  altogether  to 
an  enormous  sum.  The  consequence  is,  that 
the  inhabitants  insure  now  almost  exclusively 
in  British  houses,  and  British  credit  stands  as 
high  in  the  Free  Town  as  any  where  in  the 
world, 

Hamburg  is  now  a  fine  flourishing  city, 
and  is  the  only  town  which,  in  any  degree, 
retains  a  portion  of  the  ancient  wealth  and 
power  of  the  once  mighty  Hansa.  The  inhar 
bitants,  like  those  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
north  of  Europe,  (Russia  proper,  of  course, 
excepted)  profess  the  Lutheran  faith,  and  a 
passenger  in  the  steamer,  connected  with  the 
town,  who  was  a  strict  Methodist,  and  an 
ardent  admirer  of  Sir  Culling*  Eardly  Smith, 
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loudly  lamented  the  utter  want  of  reli- 
gion among  the  people  and  clergy.  The 
latter,  he  said,  are  all  Rationalists,  who  teach 
their  flock  that  there  is  neither  hell  nor 
devil,  and  play  cards  on  Sundays  1 — 
Iniquity,  the  bare  recital  of  which  made  the 
hair  of  the  pious  relator  almost  stand  on 
end,  and  horrified  some  nervous  young  ladies, 
who  were  about  to  become  residents  in  what 
he  called  the  Babylon  of  Lutheranism. 

At  twelve  o'clock  at  night  we  started  for 
Lubeck,  and,  though  there  is  an  excellent 
road  the  whole  way,  (a  fact  we  were 
ignorant  of  at  the  time)  our  driver,  for  some 
unaccountable  reason  took  us  literally  across 
the  country ;  by  this  means  we  were  almost 
in  a  state  of  dislocation  when  we  arrived  at 
Lubeck.  Any  thing  more  terrible  than  the 
series  of  bounds  and  jolts  that  we   encoun- 
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tered  that  night  can  hardly  be  imagined,  to 
which  pleasures  were  added  a  slow  and  most 
imperturbable  coachman,  who  insisted  on  feed- 
ing his  horses  once  every  hour,  and  whose 
mercy  and  affection  for  his  beasts  seemed  to 
have  quite  effaced  all  feelings  of  considera- 
tion or  pity  for  the  Christian  part  of  his 
charge.  After  we  had  gone  more  than  half 
the  way  we  got  on  a  very  good  road,  and 
found  out,  to  our  infinite  annoyance,  that  we 
ought  to  have  enjoyed  the  same  the  whole 
way. 

Lubeck  is  a  charming  old  city :  the  houses 
are  covered  with  the  quaint  high  roofs  of  the  * 
northern  German  towns ;  and  the  ramparts, 
which  are  now  turned  into  pleasure-grounds 
and  gardens,  show  how  strong  was  once  the 
capital  of  the  Hansa.  This  was  the  meeting- 
place  of  the  merchant  law-givers  of  the  fif- 
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teenth  century,  when  nearly  every  city  of 
importance  from  Reval  to  the  Rhine,  sent  its 
deputies  to  Lubeck.  to  deliberate  on  the 
affairs  of  this  mighty  republic.  Haughtily 
and  proudly  did  they  dictate  terms  and  trea- 
ties to  emperors,  princes,  and  nobles;  but 
their  ambition  never  descended  to  the  con- 
quest of  barren  states,  and  half  populated 
countries;  they  only  stipulated  for  a  free 
exercise  of  commerce,  and  a  safe  transit  for 
their  goods.  They  had  already  thoroughly 
discovered  the  mighty  power  of  trade,  and 
laughed  to  scorn  the  feudal  nobles  of  the  age, 
who  were  squandering  their  lives  and  fortunes 
in  petty  fights  of  factions,  and  in  endeavouring 
to  acquire,  at  the  point  of  the  sword,  inhos- 
pitable lands  and  empty  castles.  The  Rath- 
haus  at  Lubeck  was  their  Senate  House, 
and   they   still   show    the   Hall    of    Confe- 
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rence  of  the  representatives  of  those  sturdy 
traders. 

The  Dom  Kirche  is  a  fine  gothic  building, 
though  sadly  disfigured  by  rough  and  clumsy 
pews,  placed  in  the  body  of  the  church.  How 
curious  it  is  that  Protestants  retain  so  little 
of  the  taste  of  their  Roman  Catholic  ancestors 
in  the  decoration  and  arrangement  of  their 
places  of  worship,  for  we  invariably  see  in  'all 
Lutheran  countries  the  shapeless  pew  or  ill* 
wrought  monument  destroying  the  fair  pro- 
portions of  vaulted  aisles  and  Gothic  pillars. 

Those  were  fine  old  fellows  the  monkish 
architects  of  the  middle  ages,  the  monu- 
ments of  whose  taste  and  talent  are  spread 
over  the  entire  face  of  Protestant  and  Ca- 
tholic Europe.  They  sought  not  in  the  gor- 
geous fanes  they  raised,  to  perpetuate  their 
names  as  the  inventors  of  a  most  beautiful 
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style  to  which  their  genius  gave  birth,  or  to 
lay  up  for  themselves  immortal  architectural 
fame.  Unknown  and  unnamed,  they  wrought 
for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  His 
Church,  and  they  begged  from  country  to 
country  gold  to  raise  temples  worthy  of  the 
worship  of  Jehovah.  Their  bones  have  long 
since  mouldered  in  the  crypts  of  their  abbey 
churches,  but  the  trophies  of  their  genius 
will  stand  as  everlasting  mementos  of  their 
piety  and  perseverance,  and  many  generations 
will  still  wonder  at  the  talent  of  the  obscure 
monk  of  olden  time. 

Many  curious  things  are  to  be  seen  in  this 
old  church  at  Lubeck.  There  is  a  painting  of 
The  Last  Judgment,  not  remarkable  for  its 
merit,  a  fact  the  artist  seemed  to  have 
been  quite  aware  of,  for  he  has  represented 
himself  in  the  lower  corner  enjoying  the 
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enviable  position  of  being  dragged  into  hell 
by  a  legion  of  devils — his  mouth  gaping  in  a 
hideous  manner,  exhibits  the  tortures  he  is 
undergoing,  and  every  unclean  looking  imp, 
bogie,  demon,  or  hell-cat  that  a  poet  or 
painter  could  have  imagined,  is  dragging 
away  nimbly  at  the  limbs  and  body  of  the 
unfortunate  draughtsman.  There  is  also  a 
beautiful  picture  on  folding  doors  of  wood, 
intended  for  an  altar  piece,  representing  '  The 
Passion'  of  our  Saviour.  It  must  have  been 
done  in  an  early  age,  as  the  author  evidently 
had  the  ignorance  of  perspective  peculiar 
to  the  first  epoch  of  drawing.  The  like- 
nesses are  wonderfully  kept  up  throughout, 
and  it  is  considered  a  very  good  picture, 
notwithstanding  some  slight  anachronisms  of 
costume,  for  Pontius  Pilate  is  represented  as  a 
fat  burgomaster,  the  Roman  soldiers  as  gal- 
lant cavaliers  in  full  suits  of  plate  armour,  and 
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the  Virgin  Mary  in  a  stiff'  ruff,<  laced  boddiee, 
and  diamond  stomacher. 

The  Marien  Kirche  is  also  a  fine  building, 
and  contains  a  curious  clock,  and  a  picture  of 
the  Dance  of  Death — a  mournful  polonaise, 
wherein  "old  Time"  has  found  a  suitable 
partner  in  every  age  and  every  profession, 
and  is  handing  to  the  grave  with  equal 
suavity  the  crowned  king  and  peasant  child. 

This  ancient  town  was  the  scene  of  the 
last  struggle  in  the  disastrous  campaign  of 
1806.  Defeated  en  masse  in  the  double 
battle  of  Auerstadt  and  Jena,  on  the  1 9th  of 
October,  the  Prussians  sustained  in  detail  a 
series  of  defeats,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
war.  Early  in  September,  Prussia  had  sent 
forth  to  defend  the  fatherland,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  thousand  of  her  sons.  On  the 
5th  of  November,  Marshal  Blucher  occupied 
Lubeck  with  twenty-four  thousand  men,  tire 
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only  organized  remains  of  that  gallant  host. 
Hotly  pursued  by  the  united  corps  of 
Bernadotte  and  Soult,  sixty-thousand  strong, 
the  undaunted  veteran  placed  the  few  heavy 
guns  he  had  retained,  to  guard  the  prin- 
cipal gates,  and  made  every  preparation,  his 
scanty  means  would  allow,  for  a  determined 
defence ;  but  the  old  walls  and  crumbling  ram* 
parts,  though  defended  with  all  the  energy  of 
despair,  could  not  withstand  the  impetuous 
attack  of  the  victorious  French.  In  the  face 
of  a  murdering  fire,  they  broke  down  the  old 
pallisades  with  their  hatchets,  and  entered  the 
outworks  from  whence  they  penetrated  into 
the  town,  and  attacked  those  who  were  still 
bravely  defending  the  gates  in  the  rear. 

Vainly  did  Blucher  charge  repeatedly  down 
the  Konig  Strasse  at  the  head  of  his  hussars, 
for  the  enemy,  who  had  now  poured  into  the 
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city  in  great  numbers,  took  possession  of  the 
houses,  and  fired  from  the  roofs  and  windows 
on  the  Prussian  cavalry.  Every  street  was 
contested  to  the  last ;  every  house  became  the 
scene  of  a  death  struggle.  Slowly  and  with 
difficulty  the  iron  Marshal  withdrew  the 
scattered  and  beaten  remnants  of  his  troops 
from  the  blood  stained  streets,  and  towards 
evening  collected  five  thousand  men  in  the 
marshes  on  the  Danish  side.  The  next  day 
seven  thousand  Prussians,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  laid  down  their  arms.  The  campaign 
was  virtually  at  an  end,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Prussia  annihilated. 

Lubeck  on  that  night,  though  a  neutral 
town,  suffered  all  the  horrors  of  a  city  taken 
by  storm.  The  victorious  French  regarded 
little  the  inoffensive  character  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;     and    though     their    enemies     were 
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subdued  and  driven  away,  the  wild  soldiery 
exercised  all  the  barbarity  and  ferocity  usual 
in'  such  cases.  The  quiet  burghers  and  their 
families  saw  their  homes  suddenly  invaded  by 
a  licentious  and  victorious  army,  whose  only 
law  was  their  own  unbridled  desires.  That 
night  is  said  to  have  exceeded  in  horror  any 
of  the  disasters  of  the  campaign.  The  loss  of 
life  and  property  was  immense,  and  adds 
another  dark  tale  to  the  history  of  the  thou- 
sand woes  inflicted  on  Germany  by  the  re- 
morseless ambition  of  Napoleon. 

How  deeply,  how  bitterly,  they  were  aveng- 
ed, the  field  of  Leipsic,  the  retreat  of  1814, 
and  the  plains  of  Waterloo  can  tell.  Nine 
years  after,  the  memory  of  the  miseries  of  the 
Jena  campaign,  steeled  each  heart  and  nerved 
each  arm  in  the  army  of  him  who  had  de- 
fended Lubeck,  and  every  Frenchman  ridden 
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down  on  the  terrible  night  of  the  18th  was 
regarded  by  the  Prussian  hussar  as  &  just  sa- 
crifice to  the  manes  of  his  countrymen. 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  on  board  the 
Naslednik  at  Travemunde,  and  were  soon 
steaming  over  the  dark  waters  of  the  Baltic, 
in  the  direction  of  St.  Petersburg.  What 
elevation  of  spirit,  what  bounding  of  the  heart 
we  feel  when  we  find  ourselves  on  the  point 
of  obtaining  a  long-wished  for  object,  or  of 
gaining  the  fulfilment  of  a  long  cherished 
desire  !  What  perfect  self-satisfaction  steals 
over  the  senses  when  we  find  that  we  have 
succeeded  in  arriving  near  the  distant  point 
which  has  been  the  lighthouse  of  our  medi- 
tations and  wishes  for  some  time  !  How 
doubly  golden  seems  the  object  now  nearly 
within  our  reach,  and  with  what  complacency 
do  we  look  upon  the  slightest  efforts  we  may 
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have  made  to  obtain  our  end ;  how  pleasantly 
do  we  consider  all  the  little  circumstances 
which  have  led  to  our  good  fortune,  and  how 
stupid  do  we  consider  others  who  may  not 
have  had  either  inclination  or  power  to  have 
done  the  same  as  ourselves.  In  short,  what 
monstrous  fine  fellows  do  we  think  ourselves  ! 
and  though  the  object  may  be  still  small  and 
easily  gained,  we  joyously  opine,  in  the 
glorious  buoyancy  of  success,  that  we  should 
have  obtained  it  all  the  same,  had  it  been  ten 
times  as  difficult. 

Thus  did  I  feel  when  we  found  ourselves 
under  weigh  for  St.  Petersburg,  and  plow- 
ing swiftly  overthat  lead  coloured  sea — Russia, 
St.  Petersburg  with  Moscow  looming  in  the 
distance,  we  now  knew  were  ours ;  and  the 
next  ground  we  were  to  tread  was  to  be  the 
land  of  the  Sclavonian  race.  Strange  characters 
of  an  unknown  tongue  we  had  already  seen 
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on  the  vessel's  stern,  and  the  soft  and  flowing 
Russian  now  first  broke  upon  our  ear — a 
charming  contrast  to  the  harsh  tones  of  the 
guttural  German.  I  felt  as  if  an  early  and 
long  remembered  dream  was  coming  to  pass 
in  certain  fulfilment,  and  I  was  certain  that 
we  were  about  to  find  new  and  unexpected 
pleasures. 

We  had  now  evidently  got  out  of  the 
beaten  track  of  British  tourists  who  in  these 
days  overrun  most  parts  of  the  continent, 
and  wondered  at  finding  ourselves  the  only 
English  on  board  the  Naslednik.  On  the  third 
evening  of  our  voyage  we  first  saw  the  glo- 
rious twilight  of  the  north  in  all  its  beauty, 
and  we  paced  the  deck  by  its  blue  mysterious 
light  till  the  rising  sun  in  the  east  chased 
away  the  golden  streaks  of  the  west,  and 
the  dawn  destroyed  the  still  lingering  lights 
of  eve.     The  transition  was  so  gradual  that 
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it  was  scarcely  perceptible,  and  we  retired  to 
rest,  feeling  as  if  we  had  already  touched  the 
confines  of  another  world.  In  the  morning 
we  found  ourselves  sailing  by  a  fine  fleet 
moored  in  a  long  line  before  the  batteries  of 
Cronstadt.  The  Black  Eagle  floated  proudly 
over  his  stone  and  wooden  walls.  The 
steamer  cast  anchor  before  the  dock-yard,  and 
we  were  in  Russia. 

All  was  now  excitement  on  board  our 
vessel.  The  custom-house  officers  were 
not  yet  up,  and  many  were  the  occupations 
of  our  anxious  fellow-voyagers.  Some 
speculated  on  the  dreaded  ordeal  they 
evidently  expected  to  undergo;  some 
gravely  consulted  on  the  proper  answers  they 
should  make  to  the  inquisitive  officers  of 
police  ;  some  were  anxiously  inspecting 
their  passports  for  the  fiftieth  time;  some 
glad   to  get  home  were  in  vain  trying   to 
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descry  the  distant  towers  of  the  metropolis, 
and  were  wondering  what  changes  had  taken 
place  in  the  city,  during  their  long  absence ; 
while  many  were  busily  engaged  in  the  laud- 
able employment  of  devising  all  sorts  of  little 
conspiracies  against  the  custom-house,  and 
taxing  their  ingenuity  in  order  to  evade  the 
more  trying  taxation  of  their  property. 

Many  were  the  temporary  transfers  of 
pelisses  and  cigars.  Gentlemen  walked  about 
with  parasols  in  their  hands,  and  lace  in  their 
pockets,  as  if  they  considered  such  articles 
perfectly  indispensable  to  a  traveller's  toilette. 
While  we  total  strangers  wondered  when  all 
this  would  end,  and  at  last,  were  folly 
impressed  with  the  conviction,  that  some- 
thing extraordinary  was  going  to  happen ; 
however,  we  amused  ourselves  with  looking 
at  the  boats  that  passed,  full  of  bearded 
peasants,  and  strange  looking  women,  which 
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strike  the  traveller,  who  has  never  seen 
them  before,  as  being  the  most  curious  and 
the  dirtiest  figures  he  has  ever  beheld. 

A  boat  full  of  soldiers,  with  some  officers 
in  the  stern,  came  on  board  in  about  two 
hours  from  the  time  of  our  arrival,  and.  the 
vessel  was  immediately  placed  in  military 
occupation.  A  soldier  stationed  himself  at 
each  gangway,  while  others  dispersed  them- 
selves all  over  the  ship : — a  very  imposing, 
but  rather  unnecessary  proceeding,  as  there 
was  no  possible  mode  of  escape  for  a  refrac- 
tory immigrant,  except  by  jumping  into  the 
sea.  The  officers  descended  into  the  cabin, 
opened  some  very  black  looking  volumes, 
and  seated  themselves  in  great  form.  All 
this  looked  very  awful,  and  we  of  course 
imagined,  both  from  what  we  saw,  and  all 
that  we  had  read  and  heard,  that  we  were 
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about  to  answer  a  series  of  unpleasant  ques- 
tions, and  to  be  arraigned  before  this  grand 
tribunal  for  the  high  crime  of  coming  to 
Russia. 

When  E — 's  name  was  called,  he  marched 
into  the  cabin  with  the  air  of  a  martyr ; 
but,  what  was  his  surprise,  when  instead 
of  inquisitive  policemen  and  impertinent 
clerks,  he  found  a  civil  and  gentleman-like 
man,  who  merely  asked  him,  whether  he 
was  travelling  for  pleasure,  E —  replied — 
Yes.  The  officer,  then  politely  wished 
him  a  good  morning  and  a  pleasant  tour ! 
I  was  not  asked  a  single  question. 

Thus  ended  the  trial,  which  some  recent 
travellers  have  declared  to  be  so  offensive  to 
the  feelings  of  a  free-born  stranger,  and  so 
degrading  to  a  child  of  liberty.  I  carefully 
watched   the   examination   of  some   of  our 
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Mow-passengers,  and  had  not  the  satisfac- 
tion of  confirming  any  of  my  former  fears, 
by  hearing  a  question  asked,  that  could 
have  offended  the  most  sensitive  republican. 
I  have  certainly  heard,  that  more  strictness  is 
sometimes  shewn,  and  a  series  of  provoking 
interrogatories  put,  that  might  in  some  degree 
justify  M.  de  Custine's  account  of  his  en- 
trance into  Russia.  But  I  also  heard  of  a 
young  Frenchman,  who  a  few  weeks  before 
our  arrival,  thought  the  dignity  of  France 
outraged  in  his  little  person,  and  who  abso- 
lutely refused  to  answer  the  simple  question 
that  was  put  to  us !  The  consequence  was, 
that  the  entire  number  of  his  fellow-passen- 
gers were  detained  for  some  hours,  to  their 
great  inconvenience,  until  this  spirited  sprout 
of  La  Jeune  France^  consented  to  release 
them  from  the  vessel  by  a  sullen  " out" 
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We  had  come  in  so  early,  that  the  delay, 
from  the  time  we  arrived  until  we  got 
completely  free  from  officials,  was  very 
long — nearly  four  hours.  It  seemed  doubly 
so  to  us,  who  were  panting  with  anxiety 
to  reach  the  great  object  of  our  voyage, 
now  so  near.  However,  at  length  we  got 
our  tickets  of  leave  to  go  on  board  a 
small  steamer,  the  mockba,  which  was  to 
take  us  up  to  St.  Petersburg.  We 
then  left  the  Naslednik  in  quiet  possession 
of  the  army  of  occupation.  The  passage  from 
the  isle  of  Cronstadt,  up  the  narrow  part  of 
the  gulf  of  Finland,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Neva,  takes  about  two  hours,  and  is  not 
distinguished  in  any  way  for  beauty.  On 
the  right  bank  from  Cronstadt,  is  seen  the 
town  of  Oranienbaum,  and  a  little  further 
on,  the  gilded  towers  and  park  of  Peterhoff ; 


AND  MOSCOW.  43 

these  are  situated  on  a  small  acclivity.  But, 
after  they  are  passed,  the  banks  again  become 
low,  and  present  from  a  distance  the  only 
feature  of  the  Finnish  shores — interminable 
flat. 

A  golden  spot  sparkling  in  sunshine,  a 
tall  and  taper  spire,  shooting  like  a  needle  to 
the  sky,  and  rising  apparently  from  the  waters 
of  the  gulf,  are  the  first  signs  of  the  great 
city  that  meet  a  traveller's  eye.  The  dome 
of  the  church  of  St.  Isaak  and  the  tower  of 
the  Admiralty  are  seen  from  every  approach 
to  the  town ;  for  whether  St.  Petersburg  has 
been  sought  by  long  journeying  through 
boundless  forests,  and  weary  plains;  or,  by 
the  waters  of  the  Baltic,  these  giants  of  the 
city  first  appear  on  the  horizon  to  welcome 
the  stranger  to  the  capital  of  the  north. 
Soon  dome  after  dome,  spire  and  tower,  rise 
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into  view,  and  confirm  the  previous  idea  of 
the  magnitude  and  greatness  of  the  town ; 
but  the  illusion  dissolves  on  entering  the 
Neva,  for  a  succession  of  wooden  stores,  tal- 
low, rope  manufactories,  and  tanneries,  are  the 
only  objects  which  meet  the  eye  for  some 
time ;  and  it  is  not  until  the  vessel  gains  the 
English  quay  that  the  great  beauty  of  the  city 
first  presents  itself. 

We  were  actually  beginning  to  wonder, 
whether  this  'was  really  the  unrivalled  Neva, 
and  this  the  far  famed  town.  But  on 
approaching  the  new  bridge,  the  glory  of 
the  scene  begun  to  open,  and  a  part  of  the 
great  Winter  Palace  appeared  to  tell  us,  we 
were  at  last  in  the  City  of  the  Czar. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

THE   CAPITAL   OP  THE   NORTH. 

Suppose  mb  then  at  Petersburg,  suppose 
That  pleasant  capital  of  painted  snows. 

BYRON. 

How  seldom  it  is  that  the  greatest  beauties 
of  nature,  or  art,  concerning  which  much  has 
been  said,  or  written,  realize,  on  inspection, 
the  expectations  our  fancy  may  have  formed 
of  their  excellence.  Many  scenes  of  grandeur 
or  loveliness  fail  to  strike  the  beholder  with  ad- 
miration at  first  sight,  and  .require  to  be  well 
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known  before  they  are  appreciated,  while 
the  traveller  often  wonders  at  his  own  want 
of  taste,  when,  after  many  endeavours,  he 
is  sometimes  unable  to  discover  the  transcen- 
dant  scenic  glory  raved  of  by  the  author  of 
a  guide  book,  or  a  tour. 

The  beauties  of  the  City  of  Palaces  are 
of  that  kind,  which  demand  and  deserve  ac- 
quaintance, and  I  do  not  think  the  first  coup- 
d'ceil  from  the  river  would  ever  realize  the 
brilliant  anticipations  that  a  stranger  has 
invariably  formed  of  St.  Petersburg.  The  dis- 
tance between  the  different  objects  of  beauty, 
and  the  real  width  of  the  river  is  such,  that  it 
is  impossible  for  the  eye  to  comprehend 
the  view  at  once  as  in  a  picture,  but  is  rather 
obliged,  first  to  rest  upon  the  details  of  the 
Panorama,  and  then  to  connect  them  gra- 
dually and  separately.      Thus  the  mind  is 
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disappointed  in  finding  no  great,  or  com- 
bined impression  which  it  can  paint  on  its 
memory ;  and  though  the  objects  themselves 
may  be  severally  beautiful,  they  are  invaria- 
bly separate  masses,  and  are  remembered 
more  as  a  palace,  or  a  church,  than  as  the 
Place  of  Saint  Isaak  or  Alexander,  or  the 
quays  of  the  Neva.  There  is  so  much 
street,  water,  and  sky,  that  there  is  little 
harmony  of  colouring,  or  unity  of  beauty  in 
the  different  views  of  St.  Petersburg. 

The  custom-house  officers  again  came  on 
board,  again  inspected  our  passports,  and, 
after  another  hour's  delay,  we  left  our 
things  to  be  searched  in  a  room  of  the 
Commercial  Club,  bade  adieu  to  our  fellow 
passengers,  and  landed  on  the  English 
Quay.  Our  first  exploit  was  to  lose  our 
way;   taking   the  left  instead  of  the  right, 
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we  wandered  down  the  quay;  but'  we  did 
well,  for  unexpectedly  we  came  into  the  Race 
of  St  Isaak,  and  in  a  moment  found 
ourselves  before  the  famous  statue  of  Peter 
on  his  rearing  charger,  and  read  in  golden 
letters,  on  the  great  mass  of  granite  that 
forms  its  pedestal,  the  sole  inscription,  "  Retro 
Primo — Catherina  Secunda." 

Never  have  I  seen  a  statue  more  worthy 
of  its  subject,  or  more  characteristic  of  its 
giver.  The  powerful  steed,  foil  of  nature  and 
fire,  seems  proud  of  his  Imperial  rider;  and 
the  stem  form  of  the  Father  of  Russia,  with 
arm  outstretched  towards  the  mighty  city 
his  genius  gave  birth  to,  seems  still  to 
watch  over  and  guard  the  monuments  of  his 
greatness.  Critics  and  dilettanti  may  find 
fault  with  the  details  of  the  work,  and  lose, 
in  the  examination  of  legs  and  arms,  all  ideas 
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beyond  a  mere  anatomical  storey.  In  those 
subjects  I  am  unlearned,  and  ignorant  of  the 
technicalities  of  art ;  but  the  "thunder  stricken 
Nurse  of  Rome"  now  standing  with  the  halo  of 
three  thousand  years  around  her,  the  column 
of  the  Place  Vend&me  with  the  record  of  its 
countless  victories,  or  the  glorious  Lion  of 
Lucerne,  his  dying  paw  still  guarding  the 
H/s  shield,  do  not  image  forth  more 
grandeur  of  action,  or  more  glory  of  success, 
than  does  that  brazen  figure  on  its  rocky 
stand. 

There,  on  that  spot,  which  the  magic  of 
his  wizard  word  changed  from  a  morass  of 
the  forest  into  a  splendid  and  populous  city, 
where  every  object  still  breathes  his  spirit, 
and  hears  his  name,  does  the  image  of  the 
magician  stand,  still  telling  what  persevering 
energy  and  inflexibility  of  purpose  can  accom- 
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plish;  what  man  can  dare  and  man  can 
do. 

Lost  in  the  thousand  associations  of  ideas, 
which  the  sight  of  this  statue  called  to  my 
mind,  I  wandered  back  by  the  quay,  regained 
the  club,  but  soon  forgot  the  founder  of  the 
empire,  in  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  my  carpet 
bag,  and  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  my 
portmanteau.  The  search  of  our  effects  was 
neither  severe  nor  long;  and,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  valet-de-place  who  had  already 
engaged  us,  we  established  ourselves  at  Mrs. 
Wilson's. 

In  the  evening  we  wandered  forth,  and 
many  and  varied  were  the  objects  that 
astonished  us  at  every  turn.  We  walked  by 
the  Church  of  St.  Isaak,  the  Admiralty,  the 
Winter  Palace,  to  the  great  street  called  the 
Newski  Perspective,  where  we  first  saw,  in 
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numbers,  the  population  and  equipages  of 
this  scarcely  European  town.  New  objects, 
figures,  and  costumes,  passed  us  in  such 
quick  succession,  that  we  were  nearly  be- 
wildered at  meeting,  in  a  moment,  such  a 
crowd  of  novelties* 

The  light  droschkies,  their  fine  horses, 
trotting  magnificently  beneath  their  wooden 
arches,  with  the  pretty,  barb-like  animal 
cantering  at  the  side ;  the  carriages  of 
the  higher  classes,  drawn  by  four  horses 
and  driven  by  a  bearded  coachman  and 
postillion,  in  their  flowing  caftans;  the 
mugiks  or  labourers,  in  their  sheepskin 
coats,  returning  from  their  day's  labour ; 
the  Russian  nurse  in  her  curious  and 
picturesque  costume;  the  various  uniforms 
of  the  numerous  soldiery,  and  the  solitary 
driver  leading  a  long  line  of  light   carts, 
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laden  with  merchandize,  and  starting  on  his 
weary  journey,  altogether  form  a  street  scene, 
which  presents  as  great  a  number  of  novel 
objects  to  the  view  of  the  English  traveller 
as  any  other  town  in  the  world. 

There  are  two  lines  of  wooden  pavement 
in  this  street,  and  the  different  vehicles  glide 
noiselessly  over  its  smooth  surface,  while 
from  its  great  width,  the  passers-by  never 
present  at  any  time  the  appearance  of  a 
crowd.  There  was  an  absence  of  animation, 
and  of  all  appearance  of  business  in  those 
who  were  driving  or  walking  in  this 
street,  that  struck  me  much,  having  just 
come  from  the  busy  hive  of  London,  where 
occupation  is  imprinted  on  the  features 
and  movements  of  every  person  one  meets. 

We  wandered  about  in  all  the  luxury  of 
feeling  that  our  travel  was  even  already  re^ 
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paid,  and  having  taken  full  advantage  of  the 
traveller's  privilege  of  undisguised  staring,  we 
returned  home  by  the  blue  twilight,  wonder- 
ing at  all  the  strange,  and  as  yet  unknown 
objects  that  we  had  seen.  It  is  an  extraor- 
dinary fact,  that  notwithstanding  the  great 
number  of  travellers  who  must  in  summer 
visit  St.  Petersburg,  and  the  wealth  of  many 
of  its  inhabitants,  no  one  has  yet  succeeded 
in  establishing  an  hotel,  conducted  in  the 
manner  of  other  countries.  The  great  build- 
ings, kept  by  the  Germans,  and  French,  are 
dirty  lodging  houses;  and  the  English 
places  for  the  reception  of  travellers,  are 
small  boarding-houses ;  these  are  sufficiently 
comfortable,  but  are  totally  deficient  in  most 
of  the  luxuries,  deemed  at  the  present  day 
requisite  in  other  countries.     Such  establish-* 
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mente,  however,  are  vastly  superior  to  the 
large  barracks  called  "H6tel  garni/'  which  are 
huge  and  unclean  caravanserais  where  the 
stranger  enters  and  takes  up  his  abode,  but 
never  finds  a  vestige  of  w  the  warm  welcome 
of  an  inn."  However  we  found  the  boarding 
house  of  the  Galernoy  Ooulitza,  quite  good 
enough  for  all  our  purposes,  and  the  hostess 
as  civil  and  obliging,  as  an  English  landlady 
almost  always  is. 

Our  first  business  on  the  day  after  our 
arrival,  was  to  leave  the  letters  of  intro- 
duction we  had  brought  from  London. 
What  a  pleasure  it  is  to  feel,  on  entering 
a  town  wherein  we  are  perfect  strangers, 
that  we  bear  in  our  pockets  pieces  of  paper 
which  will  find,  and  make  friends  who  will 
bid  us  welcome  to  their  land  ! 


AND   MOSCOW.  57 

An  introduction  by  letter,  I  think,  is  gene- 
rally more  effectual  than  a  common  presen- 
tation, and  friendly  feeling  and  intercourse 
spring  quicker  to  a  kind  recommendation, 
from  a  distant  friend,  than  to  a  bow  in  a  ball 
room,  or  a  stiff  greeting  Mowed  by  a  few 
common  place  observations ;  besides,  personal 
appearance  cannot  be  against  us  in  a  letter 
of  introduction.  We  certainly  fully  appre- 
ciated the  value  of  good  letters,  in  the 
kindness  expressed,  and  hospitality  afforded, 
by  all  whose  acquaintance  we  were  fortunate 
enough  to  make  in  St*  Petersburg. 

The  higher  classes  of  the  inhabitants 
desert  the  town  in  spring,  as  soon  as  the 
leaves  appear  on  the  trees,  but  they  do  not 
visit  in  summer  their  different  estates,  or 
distant  castles,  and  what  we  should  call  a 
country  life   is   totally    unknown  to  most 
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Russians  of  high  rank.  Hie  islands  of  the 
Neva,  covered  with  fir  and  birch  toes,  in- 
tenected  with  branches  of  the  river  and  ca- 
nals, And  studded  with  pretty  little  wooden 
villas,  form  the  scene  of  their  viUeggia- 
tura.  To  these  retreats  the  beau  m&nde 
adjourn  their  dinners,  balls,  and  receptions, 
and  continue,  in  their  cottages  of  the 
islands,  very  much  the  same  routine  of 
pleasure  as  in  their  palaces  of  St  Peters- 
burg. 

When  we  first  arrived  at  Mrs.  Wilson's, 
we  inquired  where  the  different  people  lived 
to  whom  we  had  letters.  We  were  told 
that  they  were  in  the  country;  these 
tidings  disappointed  us  very  much,  as  we 
knew  of  the  great  distances  in  Russia,  and 
imagined  that  perchance,  one  of  our  future 
friends  might  be  ruralizing  in  the  neighbour^ 
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hood  of  Odessa,  another  might  have  retired 
to  the  confines  of  Poland,  and  a  third 
might  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Arch- 
angel, we  were,  therefore,  at  first,  rather 
disheartened,  as  we  conceived  our  letters  to 
be  useless ;  but  what  was  our  surprise, 
when  on  inquiring  at  what  distance  from 
the  town  the  residence  of  Prince  D —  was, 
they  told  us  about  three  yersts,  and  that 
all  the  other  people  to  whom  our  letters 
were  addressed  lived  close  by  1  We  imme- 
diately got  into  our  cal&che,  and  a  drive  of 
two  hours  enabled  us  to  leave  our  letters 
and  to  see  the  islands,  which  are  almost 
pretty. 

The  Island  of  Yrlagen,  a  small  impe- 
rial demesne,  is  laid  out  with  great  taste, 
in  walks,  drives,    and  pleasure-grounds  and 
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forms  a  favourite  place  of  resort  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  islands.  The  little  gardens 
and  parterres  belonging  to  each  of  the  villas, 
are  very  small,  and  badly  kept ;  the  impossi- 
bility of  inducing  grass  to  grow  sufficiently 
thick,  -and  of  the  proper  kind  to  make  a 
shorn  lawn,  gives  an  untidy  look  to  all 
Russian, pleasure  grounds;  and  at  the  bota- 
nical garden,  the  only  place  where  the  thing  . 
is  attempted,  the  grass  around  the  flower 
beds  is  sown  every  spring.  But  they  make 
up  for  the  want  of  good  out-door  gardens 
by  the  excellence  of  their  hot-houses ;  every 
house  is  filled  with  flowers,  and  we  generally 
found,  in  the  morning,  the  lady  of  the  house 
seated  in  her  drawing  room,  in  a  little 
bower  of  rare  and  beautiful  plants,  the  sides 
of  which  were  of  mahogany  trellis    work, 


AND  MOSCOW.  61 

covered  with  creepers,  whose  odour  filled 
the  entire  building. 

Their  fruits  are  also  magnificent,  and  at 
all  Russian  entertainments  melons,  grapes 
and  peaches,  are  found  in  the  greatest 
profusion  and  of  the  best  quality;  we  also 
heard  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to  see 
strawberries  and  all  summer  fruits  in  the 
confectioners'  shops  of  the  Newski  Perspec- 
tive, at  a  time  when  there  is  twenty  degrees 
of  frost  by  Reaumur. 

The  inhabitants  of  these  little  villas 
make  the  most  of  their  short  summer: 
they  spend  the  greater  part  of  their  time 
in  the  open  air,  dine  early,  generally  in  a 
portico  or  summer-house,  and  either  drive 
through  the  different  islands,  or  row  on  the 
waters  of  the  Neva,  till  a  late  hour  in  the 
evening ;  they  have  none  of  those  delightful 
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ideas  of  seclusion,  so  general  •  in  our  country. 
They  do  not  appreciate  retirement;  I  have 
often  seen  a  party  dining  dose  to  the  high 
road,  or  sitting  in  their  houses  in  the 
evening,  with  the  windows  wide  open, 
enjoying  the  sight  of  the  different  passers 
by,  and  caring  little  for  being  duly  stared 
at  in  return.  Hie  same  feeling  makes  the 
Russians  so  kind  about  allowing  the  public 
entrance  into  their  domains. 

If  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  Petersburg  possesses  groundsor  gardens, 
large  and  handsome  enough  to  be  a  source 
of  pleasure  to  his  poorer  fellow-creatures,  he 
does  not  build  a  ten  foot  wall  round  his 
place  and  take  every  precaution  against 
even  a  strange  eye  penetrating  into  the 
mysteries  of  his  habitation ;  but  kindly 
allows    everybody  to   enjoy   it   as    well    as 
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himself — sometimes  under  restrictions,  but 
more  frequently  quite  freely ;  and  I  heard 
that  rarely,  if  ever,  the  people  so  treated, 
who  resort  to  private  gardens  in  great 
numbers,  do  mischief  or  commit  depreda- 
tions ;  for  bring  accustomed  to  enjoy 
constantly  the  pleasure-grounds  of  their 
superiors,  they  never  think  of  injuring  the 
property  of  those  who  indulge  them,  in 
so  kind  and  useful  a  manner. 

Thus  the  private  gardens  at  Ochta  are, 
every  fine  evening,  filled  with  hundreds  of 
people,  and  an  excellent  German  band  play 
for  their  amusement,  a  small  sum  being 
collected  at  the  entrance  by  one  of  the 
musical  troop,  and  wholly  appropriated  to 
their  use  ;  at  Pergola,  also,  and  at  many 
ether  places,  every  person  may  walk  about 
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and  enjoy  the  fine  weather,  in  pretty 
gardens  and  shady  groves,  without  the 
slightest  interruption. 

There  is  a  large  wooden  theatre  in 
the  Kammenoi  Ostrof,  or  Island  of  Stones, 
where  an  excellent  French  company  perforin 
three  times  in  the  week,  during  the  summer. 
It  is  not  well  attended,  but  as  all  theatrical 
establishments  in  Russia  are  under  the  im- 
mediate management  of  government,  the 
costumes,  scenery,  and  properties,  are  more 
really  handsome  than  in  any  other  country  I 
have  seen.  The  costumes  particularly  struck 
us  as  being  extremely  good ;  the  absence  of 
tinsel  and  of  all  the  general  shabbiness  of 
stage  dress  greatly  increases  the  appearance 
of  reality,  in  a  good  play,  and  is  particularly 
noticed  in  the  Vaudevilles  and  light  pieces 
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wherein  the  French  are  so  unrivalled  ;  there 
are  boxes  and  galleries  like  those  in  other 
theatres,  hut  the  pit  is  filled  with  numbered 
arm  chairs,  in  which  we  reclined  very 
comfortably  and  enjoyed  the  excellent  acting 
of  Berton,  and  the  drolleries  of  Rouget. 

The  funds  devoted  to  theatrical  purposes 
must  form  an  immense  item  in  the  yearly 
budget  of  the  Empire,  as  no  expense  is 
spared  to  induce  first-rate  artists  to  grace 
their  boards ;  but  I  never  saw  any  thing  like 
"  a  house"  in  Russia ;  the  theatre  in  summer 
is  almost  deserted,  so  that,  even  were  it 
permitted,  no  private  person  could  ever 
undertake  the  management  of  a  play-house, 
and  some  of  our  friends  seemed  greatly 
surprised  when  we  told  them,  that  no  sum 
is  devoted  by  government*  to  dramatic  pur- 
poses   in   England.      The    drama  and  the 
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public  press  are  peculiarly  under  the  sur- 
veillance of  the  police;  the  latter  is  repre- 
sented by  a  sort  of  demi-official  Gazette,  and 
contains  most  of  the  ingredients  of  a 
journal,  except  news,— -a  commodity  exceed- 
ingly scarce  in  Russia.  A  proof  copy  of  the 
so-called  newspaper  is  sent  to  General  D — 's 
house  on  the  evening  before  its  publication,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  duly  inspected  by  that 
important  personage,  who  is  answerable  for 
its  contents;  and  such  a  thing  as  abuse  of  a 
public  officer,  or  an  opinion  on  a  political 
subject,  is  never  seen  in  a  Russian  print. 
They  published  this  year  some  intelligence  of 
the  exploits  of  Count  WoronzofFs  array 
in  the  Caucasus,  but  it  was  reckoned  a 
great  wonder,  and  caused  a  sensation  in 
the  town,  as  such  a  proceeding  is  quite 
unusual,     If  a  person  is  desirous  of  knowing 
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much  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  world,  he 
must  go  constantly  into  society,  as  that  is 
the  only  mode  of  hearing  any  thing ; 
in  spite,  however,  of  the  precautions  of 
the  government,  we  heard  European  news 
discussed  very  freely  at  the  different 
parties  in  the  islands. 

A  story  related  in  conversation  is  not 
always  remarkable  for  complete  exactness, 
and  it  is  very  difficult  to  discover  the  real 
facts  of  an  event,  when  each  account  differs 
materially,  according  to  the  disposition  of  the 
narrator,  and  varies  in  proportion  to  his  or  her 
taste  for  the  marvellous,  or  for  matter  of 
fact.  In  conversation  with  foreigners,  I 
fear  patriotism  sometimes  carries  the  Russian 
gentleman  a  little  beyond  the  confines  of 
exactness ;  and  conflicting  accounts  of  many 
things    often   perplexed  me,  in  a  country, 
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where  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  in- 
formation  is  by  word  of  mouth;  but  this 
kind  of  exaggeration  is  almost  excusable,  as 
it  is  natural  that  people  should  endeavour  to 
hide  the  deficiencies,  and  enhance  the 
perfections  of  their  country  as  much  as 
possible.  In  Russia  the  temptation  to 
make  highly-coloured  statements  is  greater 
than  in  most  countries,  for  the  patriotic 
relater  has  little  fear  of  absolute  contradiction 
before  his  eyes  ;  there  is  no  danger  of  a 
different,  and  perhaps  truer  statement  of  a 
fact,  or  account  of  an  event,  appearing  in  a 
newspaper  to  shake  the  credulity  of  his 
hearers,  or  to  provoke  a  more  close  inquiry 
into  stories  which  generally  bear  a  plausible 
impress  of  truth. 

This  is  a  great  cause  of  the  incorrectness 
of  most  books  that  have  been  written  upon 
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Russia  and  Russians.  Nothing  but  a  long 
residence  in  the  country  would  qualify  men 
to  write  the  sort  of  books  we  so  constantly 
read,  as  most  works  of  the  kind  have  been 
published  by  persons  who  have  either,  like 
myself,  made  a  short  stay,  or  whose  opinions 
have  been  dictated,  or,  at  least,  directed  by 
private  pique  or  fancied  wrongs. 

M.  de  Custine's  "  Russia  in  thirty  nine" 
has  made  a  great  sensation  in  Europe,  and 
has  been  almost  universally  read.  In  spite 
of  the  egotism,  vanity,  superficialness,  and 
disregard  of  truth  which  pervade  the  whole 
book,  if  we  could  manage  to  leave  out  the 
stories  of  individuals,  politics  and  the  writer's 
own  deductions  and  absurd  inferences,  we 
should  find  perhaps  the  best  picture  of  the 
present  state  of  Russia  that  has  been  given 
to  the  world;  this  proceeding,  however,  would 
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sadly  curtail  the  fair  proportions  of  the  au- 
thor's volumes,  and  the  four  stately  tomes 
would  probably  be  found  reduced  to  one ;  but 
truth  would  be  an  immense  gainer,  and  M. 
de  Custine  would  go  down  to  posterity  as  a 
clever  and  observant  traveller,  whose  beautiftd 
and  classic  French  had  well  described  a  new 
and  curious  country ;  instead  of  a  spiteful,  and 
inaccurate  author,  whose  hatred  of  his  sub- 
ject appears  in  every  line  of  his  book,  and 
who  requited  condescension  and  hospitatity 
with  vulgar  mockery  of  favours  received, 
boastful  reminiscences  of  his  own  momentary 
importance,  and  rancorous,  and  indiscrimi- 
nate abuse  of  every  person,  animal,  and 
thing  that  he  had  the  misfortune  to  meet 
with  in  Russia. 

Any  person  reading   the   book  must  be 
impressed  with  the  unaccountable  bitterness 
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that  pervades  the  whole  work,  which  disco- 
lours every  feet  mentioned,  every  impres- 
sion recorded,  and  the  most  sincere  hater  of 
Russia,  her  system  of  government!  and  her 
people,  cannot  for  one  moment  hope  that  a 
well-thinking  or  unprejudiced  person  could 
read  the  philippics  of  M.  de  Custine,  with 
either  belief  in  his  stories,  or  respect  for  his 
character;  notwithstanding,  he  has,  with  rare 
talent,  undoubtedly  managed  to  find  fair,  and 
in  some  cases  very  plausible  foundations  for 
his  tales  of  Russian  cruelty,  deceit,  and 
misgovernmeot 

His  description  of  landscape,  and  town 
scenery,  is  vary  graphic,  and  correct,  but 
spoiled  by  an  effeminate  recital  of  petty 
woes  and  exaggerated  descriptions  of  dangers 
passed  through,  and  only  escaped  from  by 
his  own  valour,  and  the  presence  of  mind 
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of  his  faithful  Achates,  Antonio.  His  terrible 
rencontre  with  the  huge  elephants  is  very 
humorously  described ;  and  would  be 
worthy  of  Punch  did  we  not  know  by 
previous  acquaintance  with  the  author  that  it 
is  intended  to  be  received  as  a  grave  relation 
of  a  providential  escape,  and  another  offering 
to  the  courage  of  his  valet.  His  fears  of 
Siberia,  his  terror  of  the  espionage  of  his 
Feldjager,  and  dread  of  a  discovery  of  his 
papers  by  the  police,  (an  event  which  he 
seems  to  think  would  have  been  attended  with 
terrible  consequences  to  himself,  and  danger 
to  the  Imperial  Government),  are  too  farcical, 
and  savour  so  much  of  the  bootless  bravery 
of  Bombastes  Furioso,  that  they  are  quite 
amusing. 

These  scenes  so  graphically  described,  might 
escape  general  censure,  and  be  attributed  to 
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affectation,  or  a  love  for  the  marvellous 
common  to  most  travellers,  but  the  author  of 
Russia  in  thirty-nine,  has  committed  graver 
errors.  The  most  serious  part  of  his  literary 
delinquency,  is  his  account  of  the  attentions 
of  the  Empress,  and  the  story  of  the  Princess 
Trubetzkoi.  His  boastful  detail  of  her 
Majesty's  kindness,  and  his  public  repetition 
of  the  different  conversations  that  took  place, 
almost  privately  between  himself,  and  that 
amiable  and  august  personage,  is  no  less 
than  an  ungentlemanlike  breach  of  trust,  a 
vulgar  bravado,  the  publication  of  which 
infringes  the  sacred  rites  of  hospitality,  and 
is  a  tissue  of  impertinent  gasconade.  He 
was  undoubtedly  received  with  the  usual 
kindness,  and  consideration,  that  is  so 
characteristic  of  the  Imperial  Court,  and 
that  we,  and  many  others,  have  been 
vol.  I.  b 
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equally  honoured  with.  But,  how  did  M.  de 
Cystine  repay  H?  By  endeavouring  to  per* 
suade  the  world  that  the  Empress  made  him 
a  confidant  of  her  crowned  unhappihess,  and 
that  the  Emperor  consulted  him  on  affair*  of 
state  I  Why  the  notion  is  ridiculous  in  the 
extreme,  and  evidently  exhibits  a  weakness 
of  mind  that  is  to  be  deplored,  and  a  consti- 
tutional ranity  that  is  quite  fanny. 

He  is  entertained  by,  dines,  and  converses 
with  each  member  of  the  reigning  femily, 
be  acknowledges  their  condescension ;  but  no 
sooner  i*  out  of  the  precincts  of  the  Court, 
than  he  tel&  the  world  that  their  life  is 
friTolou*,  their  conduct  servile,  that  the  great 
master  is  a  confirmed  and  hereditary  tyrant, 
and  that  the  mistress  is  wearied  of  her  life. 
I  know  by  experience  that  his  unwarranted 
attacks  oris,  and  wigfrateftil  vituperation  of  die 
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country  whereof  the  Emperor,  hi$  friend, 
is  ruler,  have  earned  for  him,  the  execration 
and  contempt  of  all  right  thinking  men,  the 
bitterest  enemies  of  Russia  not  excepted. 
But,  when  a  traveller  who  has  partaken  of 
the  same  hospitality  as  himself,  reads  this 
book,  it  makes  his  blood  boil  to  think  that 
statements  of  such  extraordinary  falsity  should 
go  forth  to  the  world  as  facts*  supported  by  a 
great  name  and  literary  reputation. 

The  real  version  of  the  story  of  the  Prin- 
cess Trubetzkoi  was  told  to  me  by  a  well- 
informed  Swede,  who  holds  a  high  situation 
in  the  naval  service  of  his  country,  and  whose 
patriotism*  every  one  must  know,  does  not 
allow  him  to  be  a  gnat  lever  of  either  Russia 
or  her  ruler.  He  told  nur  that  he  had  heard  it 
from  excellent  authority,  and  I  hardly  think 
that  an  hereditary  enemy  of  Russia  would 
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invent  this  story  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
confuting  M.  de  Custine.  The  history  of 
the  Princess  Trubetzkoi,  of  her  sufferings  in 
exile,  her  noble  self-devotion,  and  the  miser- 
able state  of  her  uneducated  children,  whom, 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  entreaties  of 
their  mother,  the  Emperor  refused  to  permit 
to  be  brought  to  St.  Petersburg  for  their 
education,  forms  the  great  catastrophe  of 
"  Russia  in  39."  It  is  the  crisis  of  the  plot, 
the  terrible  and  dark  fact,  whereon  the 
greater  part  of  the  tragedy  hinges,  and  the 
crime  that  stamps  the  Emperor  as  a  tyrant 
and  a  remorseless  ruler. 

The  awful  discovery  that  the  children  of 
the  Prince  who  was  exiled,  first  to  the  mines, 
and  afterwards  to  Siberia,  for  his  participa- 
tion in  the  rebellion1  of  1826,  are  still 
languishing  in  slavery,  uneducated,  and  un~ 
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cared  for,  affects  the  author  so  much,  that  he 
defers  his  journey  to  Moscow — sadly  but 
silently  (for  he  has  a  very  proper  dread  of  Si- 
beria for  himself)  he  grieves  over  the  wretched 
outcasts,  and  refuses  to  patronize  the  Em- 
peror at  the  reviews  of  Borodino,  because  he 
has  now  found  him  out  to  be  a  wicked  and 
revengeful  man,  who  visits  the  sins  of  the 
fathers  on  the  children,  and  refuses  the 
humble  prayers  of  a  noble  lady,  that  her  chil- 
dren should  receive  an  education  suited  to 
their  high  birth  and  ancient  descent. 

But  the  communication  that  passed 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  Princess 
Trubetzkoi,  is  said  to  have  been  of  a  very 
different  nature..  The  Grand  Duke  Cesare* 
witch  demanded  of  his  father,  a  boon,  as  a 
birthday  present,  some  few  years  ago,  which 
the  Emperor    readily    promised    to    grant. 


78  ST.   PETERSBURG 

The  favour  the  young  Grand  Duke  craved, 
was  that  his  Majesty  should  command  that 
all  the  children  of  the  unfortunate  exiles  of 
1626,  should  be  brought  to  St.  Petersburg 
to  be  educated  in  a  proper  manner  at  the 
expense  of  the  government.  An  order  to 
that  effect  was  made  out,  and  carried  into 
execution,  but  the  Princess  Trubetzkoi  fear- 
ing the  separation  from  her  offspring,  and 
feeling  herself  capable  of  conducting  their 
education  in  Siberia,  wrote  to  petition  the 
Emperor,  that  her  children  might  still  remain 
with  her !  Whether  the  request  was  granted, 
or  not,  I  cannot  tell,  but  this  was  the  only 
communication  ever  made  by  that  unfortunate 
lady  to  the  Emperor  Nicholas.* 

*  Since  the  above  has  been  in  the  press,  I  have  seen 
that  the  Quarterly  Review,  in  an  excellent  and  able 
article  on  M.  de  Custine's  work,  relates  the  true  history 
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Such  is  the  tale  as  I  beard  it,  from  a 
foreigner,  aad  a  disinterested  person ;  and  as 
something  of  the  same  kind  is  mentioned  by 
M.  Gretch,  in  his  pamphlet,  I  have  no  doubt 
of  its  being  perfectly  true.  Now  what  excuse 
can  M.  de  Custine  have  for  publishing  so 
wicked  a  fabrication,  or  how  could  he  have 
given  to  the  world,  so  serious  a  calumny 
without  being  more  certain  of  the  truth  and 
faith  of  his  informant?  The  fact  is,  that 
he  was  too  glad  to  seize  on  any  story, 
however  unsubstantiated,  that  could   add  a 

of  the  Princess  Trubetzkoi.  I  was  not  before  aware 
that  the  facts  had  been  so  generally  made  public,  or 
I  should  not  have  inflicted  so  palpable  a  repetition  on 
the  patience  of  my  readers,  I  therefore  crave  the  par- 
don of  all  who  have  read  and  known  the  story.  But 
I  rejoice  that  those  who  may  not  have  seen  the  article 
in  question  will  find  my  statement  corroborated  by 
such  high  and  undoubted  authority. 


80  ST.   PETERSBURG 

stone  to  the  battery  that  he  imagined  he  was 
raising  up,  to  pour  a  storm  of  destruction  on 
the  character  of  every  thing  within  the 
shadow  of  the  Black  Eagle's  wing. 

I  could  cite  a  hundred  other  instances  of 
the  wilful  inaccuracy  of  the  book,  but  as  I  am 
not  writing  a  critique  on  M.  de  Custine,  I 
have  merely,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  Russia, 
mentioned  the  above,  in  order  to  show  how 
little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  his  state- 
ments or  his  stories.  The  book  is  a  picture 
of  Russia,  correct  in  many  parts,  but  so  be- 
dimmed  and  shaded  with  exaggerated  state- 
ments, abuse,  and  falsehood,  that  the  traveller 
will,  with  great  difficulty,  recognize  the 
Russia,  that  he  himself  discovers  to  be  the 
same  country  as  the  Russia  of  1839.  I  do 
not  write  for  the  purpose  of  abusing  M.  de 
Custine,    or    of    answering    the     thousand 


AND   MOSCOW.  81 

charges  that  he  brings  against  the  country ; 
but  I  cannot  avoid  alluding  to  a  work 
which  at  present  holds  so  unmerited  a 
josition  in  European  literature,  and  which 
has  not  been  answered  except  by  a  mere 
string  of  contradictions  by  M.  Greteh. 

It  is  impossible  that  a  Russian,  properly 
qualified,  and  with  the  requisite  kind  of 
information,  at  command,  could  answer  this 
book,  for  it  attacks  a  system  of  government, 
whose  basis  is  secrecy,  and  whose  iron  rod  is 
generally  wielded  by  an^  almost  invisible 
hand ;  a  Russian  official*  therefore,  must  in* 
fringe  the  first  rules  of  his  profession,  by  pub- 
licly refuting  most  allegations  that  are  brought 
against  his  government.  For  this  reason 
Russia  is  fair  game  for  every  misanthropical 
or  discontented  spirit  who   chooses  to  pour 
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forth  his  spite  on  paper,  or  to  revenge  some 
fancied  insult,  by  a  violent  attack  on  the 
country, 

They  all  invariably  appear  to  take,  as  their 
hypothesis,  the  fact  of  the  non-existence  of 
crime  in  that  country  of  tyranny ;  they  seem 
to  wish  to  persuade  ua  thftt  Siberia  is  in 
every  case  the  reward  of  patriotism,  virtue, 
and  honesty,  and  that  these  are  the  only 
qualities  that  entitle  a  Russian  to  the  wrath  . 
of  the  Gear.  No  where,  among  all  the 
harrowing  relations  of  exile,  confiscation  and 
death,  that  I  have  so  often  read,  do  I  meet 
with  an  account  of  the  wicked  receiving  the 
just  punishment  of  their  crimes,  and  in  no 
instance  do  I  find  that  a  man  was,  in  their 
opinion,  rightly  judged.  If  this  absence  of 
crime  be  trae,  what  a  paradise  Russia  would 
then  be,  after  a  good  purification  (perhaps  in 
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the  French  revolutionary  manner)  and  an 
indiscriminate  extermination  of  every  thing 
that  is  now  noble,  and  great,  in  the  land;  but 
if  they  really  want  reform,  they  must  find  a 
more  experienced,  and  practical  politician 
than  M.  de  Custine  to  carry  out  this  great 
work,  for  in  his  confession  of  political  faith, 
in  the  few  last  sentences  of  his  first  volume, 
he  avows  himself  to  be  a  radical  in  Russia, 
and  a  faded  aristocrat  in  France ;  an  unfortu- 
nate line  of  hermaphrodite  politics,  as  absurd 
as  it  is  impossible,  as  affected  as  it  is 
Quixotic. 

But  enough  of  de  Custine  and  his  com- 
rades. I  should  advise  people  who  intend  to 
visit  Russia,  to  read  the  book,  for,  notwith- 
standing all  its  deficiencies,  it  is  written  in 
that  easy,  and  picturesque  style,  that  is  so 
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rare ;  and  an  observant  traveller  will,  without 
difficulty,  be  able,  after  a  short  tour,  to 
separate  the  evil  from  the  good,  the  true 
from  the  false. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Churches  in  St.  Petersburg — Their  characteristics — 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE   CHURCH. 

And  many  a  humbled  banner  droops 
Round  many  an  altar  high, 
While  the  conquering  Eagle  proudly  stoops 
O'er  the  spoils  of  victory. 

Among  the  first  objects  in  St  Petersburg 
which  we  visited  were  the  numerous 
churches.  These  edifices  generally  resemble 
one  another  exactly  in  form.  They  are 
built  in  the  shape  of  a  Greek  cross,  and 
surmounted  by  a  dome  in  the  centre.  In 
the  interior,  one  arm  of  the  cross  is  shut  off 
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by  a  gorgeous  screen  adorned  with  stately 
pillars,  and  containing  large  folding  doors 
covered  with  gilded  carving.  The  space 
behind  the  screen  is  the  sanctum  sanctorum, 
and  always  contains  a  figure  of  our  Saviour 
in  a  glass  case,  which  is  made  use  of  in 
certain  ceremonies.  The  altar  is  also  here, 
and  though  we  found  no  difficulty  in  gaining 
admission  to  the  mysteries  of  their  shrines, 
no  woman  is  ever  permitted  to  enter  the 
sacred  precincts,  while  the  carpet  in  front  of 
the  altar  is  never  trodden  but  by  the  priest 
alone. 

The  whole  interior  is  always  devoid  of 
seat  or  pew,  as  the  worshippers  of  the  Greek 
Religion  pray  standing ;  but  there  is  in  every 
church  a  place  set  apart  for  the  Emperor  to 
stand  in,  which  is  raised  above  the  floor,  and 
usually   covered   with    a    canopy    or    small 
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dome.  AH  the  churches  in  St  Peters- 
burg except  that  of  the  Smolnoi  monastery 
are  filled  with  banners,  horse  tails,  keys 
of  fortresses,  and  other  %  spoils  of  various 
wars.  Turkish,  Persian,  Polish,  Swedish, 
and  French  colours  are  grouped  round  the 
massive  columns ;  keys  of  vanquished  cities, 
and  insignia  of  conquered  Generals  adorn  the 
walls ;  while  over  the  trophies  of  her  victo- 
rious children  soars  in  triumphant  majesty 
the  Black  Eagle  of  the  north,  and  seems 
here  to  be  nearly  as  sacred  a  symbol  as 
the  cross  of  Christ.  Truly  the  God  of  the 
Russian  is  a  God  of  war ! 

But  I  love  not  those  displays  of  military 
glory  in  such  a  place ;  for  though  it  may  be 
a  lawful,  nay  an  imperative  duty  to  render 
thanks  to  the  God  of  battles  for  having  given 
victory  to  our  arms,  the  house  of  the  God 
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of  Peace  is  not  a  place  for  storing  up  the 
emblems  of  the  defeat  of  many  nations,  or 
for  displaying  the  records  of  slaughter  and 
of  woe;  trophies  of  his  victorious  exploits 
may  droop  gloriously  over  the  warrior's 
tomb,  but  they  are  out  of  place  in  a  building 
dedicated  to  constant  worship — where  the 
new  commandment  that  we  should  love  one 
another  ought  continually  to  be  sounded 
forth  in  the  ears  of  men. 

The  Greek  churches  contain  no  statues; 
but  pictures  of  different  saints  are  hung 
round  in  great  profusion ;  the  face,  feet,  and 
hands  of  the  holy  personage  whom  the 
painting  represents  are  the  only  parts  of  the 
l)ody  or  drapery  visible,  as  the  rest  of  the 
picture  is  covered  with  either  gold  or  silver 
plates  and  sometimes  studded  with  precious 
stones  of  immense  value;  so  we   generally, 
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in  the  richest  pictures,  see  the  face  of  the 
holy  departed  peeping  through  a  pavement 
of  gems,  the  hands  springing  from  a  diamond 
wrist  hand,  and  the  feet  protruding  from  an 
emerald  petticoat. 

The  churches  and  their  treasures  are 
always  guarded  by  one  or  two  old  soldiers, 
who  lie  on  a  bench  near  the  door  rolled  in 
their  sheep  skins,  and  who  are  delighted  to 
show  everything  to  strangers  in  expectation 
of  the  copecks  that  usually  reward  their 
civility.  The  service  is  chanted,  and  the 
continual  crossing  and  genuflexion  practised 
by  the  worshippers  far  exceed  what  I  have 
seen  in  Catholic  countries.  The  sacred  music 
is  generally  excellent,  and  the  imperial  choir, 
whereof  I  shall  hereafter  speak,  is  the  finest 
in  the  world.     Instrumental  music  is  totally 
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excluded  from  their  services;  sermons  form 
a  small  part  of  their  sacred  rites,  and 
teaching  is  more  value'd  in  Russia  than 
preaching.  A  short  discourse  of  ten  minutes 
four  times  in  the  year,  is  the  only  homily 
which  a  Greek  priest  ever  delivers  to  his 
congregation  ;  but  I  hear  that  the  visits 
of  the  minister  to  the  homes  of  his  flock 
are  very  frequent. 

The  doctrines  of  the  Greek  differ  widely 
from  those  of  the  Latin  Church,  and  in 
some  respects  are  deemed  by  Protestants 
to  be  more  free  from  error.  She  enjoins  mar- 
riage on  her  clergy  as  a  duty,  and  a  man 
must  have  entered  into  the  happy  state  of 
matrimony  before  his  admittance  to  the 
order  of  priest ;  but  should  he  have  the  mis- 
fortune  to  lose   his  wife,  he  cannot  marry 
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again.  The  confessional  is  unknown,  and 
both  elements  are  administered  to  the  laity 
in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper. 
Transubstantiation  is  modified  into  what 
is  called  consubstantiation ;  but  they 
believe  in  the  doctrina  of  the  inter- 
cession of  saints  in  the  widest  accep- 
tation of  the  term,  ancj  the  number  of 
festivals  dedicated  to  the  holy  dead,  exceed 
in  number  those  of  the  Roman   calender. 

The  dignitaries  of  the  Russian  church 
are  invariably  chosen  from  among  the 
monks ;  and  the  secular  clergy  seldom 
rise  beyond  the  grade  of  parish  priest, 
who  are  not,  I  believe,  in  general  well 
educated  men,  but  who  live  completely 
among  their  flocks,  and  consequently  their 
influence  over  the  lower  classes  is  un- 
bounded. The  office  of  Patriarch  having  been 
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abolished  by  Peter  the  Great,  the  church 
is  now  governed  by  three  metropolitans, 
who  reside  at  St.  Petersburg,  Moscow  and 
Kief.  The  Russian  ecclesiastics,  before  that 
time,  are  said  to  have  lived  in  great 
indolence  and  they  maintained  their 
authority  over  the  people,  not  by  instruc- 
tion or  example  but  by  prohibiting  all 
religious  controversy  which  they  punished 
with  death.  Public  instruction  was  given 
but  twice  in  the  year,  and  that  consisted 
only  of  a  portion  of  some  homily  translated 
from  one  or  other  of  the  Greek 
Fathers. 

The  Patriarchs  exercised,  in  those  days, 
unbounded  power  and  condemned  to  death 
without  appeal  such  of  the  community  as 
they  judged  guilty  of  profligacy  or  im- 
morality ;  the  Patriarch  Nicon,  in  the  time 
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of  Alexius  Micbaikmtch,  the  father  of 
Peter,  was  deposed  from  his  dignity  in  a 
full  Synod,  for  ambition,  and  turbulence  ; 
he  desired  to  raise  his  chair  above  the 
Imperial  throne,  claimed  the  right  of  sitting 
in  the  Senate  by  the  side  of  the  Czar,  and 
declared  that  neither  peace  nor  war  could 
be  made  without  his  consent.  The  Empe- 
ror, finding  himself  unable  to  depose  this 
Greek  Thomas  &  Becket,  by  his  own 
power,  convoked  a  Synod  of  all  the  digni- 
taries of  the  Church*  and  having  accused 
Nicoa  of  receiving  money  from  the  Poles, 
he  was  deposed,  and  confined  for  the  rest 
of  his  days  in.  his  monastery;  but  the 
monks  still  regard  him  as  a  saint  of  the 
highest  order. 

Peter  found  so   powerful   a  dignity   too 
dangerous    for    his    autocratic    plans,    and 
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among  other  great  reforms,  abolished  the 
office,  and  established  a  Synod  for  the 
decision  of  all  religious  matters.  This  Synod 
is  composed  of  a  president,  (which  office 
the  Czar  evidently  intended  to  have  filled 
himself,  as  he  never  appointed  any  one 
to  that  dignity,)  of  a  vice-president,  who 
must  be  an  archbishop,  six  counsellors, 
who  are  bishops,  and  of  six  archimandrites, 
who  have  the  quality  of  assessors.  The 
monasteries  are  in  some  instances  ex- 
tremely rich,  and  many-  of  the  monks 
are  said  to  be  learned  men;  but  I  cannot 
say  that  I  heard  much  of  the  results  of 
their  literary  or  scientific  labours.  They  never 
eat  meat,  are  not  divided  into  different  orders 
like  those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  seem  to  be  principally  employed  in 
celebrating     the     different     festivals      and 
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saints  days,  with  which  the  Greek  calendar 
abounds. 

The  churches  of  St.  Petersburg  are  gene- 
rally handsome  buildings,  surmounted  with 
a  gilded  or  painted  dome ;  on  the  top  of  this 
glistens  a  golden  cross,  standing  gn  the 
crescent,  emblematical  of  the  numerous 
Russian  victories  of  ancient  days,  over  the 
Mahommedan  Tartars,  and  battles  gained 
in  defence  of  their  faith.  But  the 
Russian  churches  are  far  inferior  in  size 
and  beauty,  to  similar  buildings  in  the  rest 
of  Europe,  and  the  church  of  St.  Isaak, 
although  a  magnificent  but  as  yet  an  un- 
furnished structure,  is  not  what  we  should 
suppose  the  metropolitan  cathedral  of  the 
Greek  religion  ought  to  be.  This  building, 
commenced  by  Catherine  the  Second,  was 
continued  in   brick  by  the  Emperor  Paul; 
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but  the  original  intention  of  facing  the 
entire  building  with  marble,  being  adhered 
to  by  the  present  and  late  Emperors,  the 
works  in  brick  were  taken  away,  and  the 
present  great  marble  structure  built. 

It  i§  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  whose  four 
arms  are  each  fronted  with  a  magnificent 
portico,  supported  by  red  granite  columns, 
over  which  is  a  colossal  basso-relievo  in 
bronze.  The  whole  is  surmounted  by  a 
lofty  gilded  dome,  from  whence  a  most 
glorious  view  of  the  town*  the  river,  and 
the  surrounding  country  is  obtained.  The 
interior  is  far  from  finished;  but  if  the 
present  design  is  carried  out,  it  will  be  a 
mass  of  precious  metals,  and  stones. 

We  went  to  see,  at  the  manufactory, 
the  malachite  columns  for  the  front  of  the 
Eikonast,  or  screen;  these  are  fifty  feet  in 
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height,  and  will  far  exceed  anything  that 
has  yet  beefi  done,  in  that  beautiful  fabric. 
All  the  iron  and  bronze  work  has  come 
from  the  foundries  of  Mr.  Baird,  a  Scotch- 
man, residing  in  St.  Petersburg,  through 
whose  kindness  we  were  enabled  to  see 
every  thing  connected  with  this  great 
work. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  Russians  are 
naturally  so  proud  of  this  immense  struc- 
ture, I  can  hardly  say  that  it  quite 
answered  our  expectations.  Whether,  it  is 
that  excessive  simplicity  defeats  its  pur- 
pose, or  that  the  great  size  of  the  building 
fe  lost  in  the  enormous  place  wherein  it 
stands,  I  certainly  did  not  look  at  it 
with  the  same  feelings  of  awe,  and  exquisite 
admiration,  with  which  I  have  regarded 
the     grandeur     of    St.     Peters,     or     the 
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elaborate  beauty  of  Milan,  Westminster, 
York,    or  the  scarcely  begun  Cologne. 

The  church  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul, 
the  fortress,  contains  the  remains  of  Peter 
the  Great  and  his  successors ;  they  are  not 
buried  in  vaults,  but  the  stone  coffins  are 
placed  on  the  floor  of  the  church,  covered 
with  black  cloth,  under  which  is  generally 
another  covering  of  white  silk,  or 
satin  embroidered  in  gold. 

The  youthful  daughter  of  the  Emperor, 
whose  fatal  illness  shortened  His  Majesty's 
late  visit  to  England,  is  the  last  of  the  imperial 
family  who  sleep  here.  Her  coffin  was  covered 
with  fresh,  and  fragrant  flowers,  tokens 
of  affection,  from  many  who  knew,  and 
loved  her;  and  numbers  daily  visit  the 
last  resting  place  of  her  whose  early  death 
was   so  severe  a  blow  to  her   family.    The 
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sight  of  stately  and  high  born  dames 
stooping  over,  and  praying  by  her  early 
grave,  answered  to  my  mind,  in  a 
moment,  all  the  reports  of  the  unpopula- 
rity of  the  reigning  family  among  the  upper 
classes  in  Russia.  And  to  that  gloomy 
church  unseen  and  unknown  many  a  fair 
daughter  of  the  Russian  noble  often  comes, 
to  pour  forth  her  supplications  for  the  repose 
of  the  dead,  and  the  safety  of  the  living, 
and  to  strew  roses  on  the  tomb  of  one, 
who  young  and  gay  as  themselves,  has 
died  when  most  happy  and  when  most 
beloved. 

The  Cathedral  of  our  Lady  of  Cazan, 
contains  among  thousands  of  banners, 
and  spoils  of  war,  the  Field  Marshal's 
baton  of  Davoust,  preserved  in  a  glass 
case.     It    was    not    taken    in    action,   but 
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picked  up  on  the  snow,  by  some  wandering 
Cossacks.  This,  indeed,  was  the  manner 
in  which  most  of  the  spoil  of  the  French 
army,  that  now  decorates,  in  such  quantities, 
the  churches  of  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow, 
was  acquired.  Old  Kutusoff  is  buried  here, 
and  his  coffin  stands  in  the  shadow  of  the 
humbled  banners  of  his  enemies.  He  was 
a  brave,  and  prudent  general,  and  with  all 
the  immense  advantages  which  the  climate 
gave  his  army  in  that  terrible  pursuit,  it 
is  marvellous  that  one  Frenchman  ever 
returned  home.  He  carried  his  Fabian 
tactics  to  the  greatest  extreme,  and  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  had  a  more  dashing 
and  enterprising  General  been  in  his  place, 
he  would  have  hung  the  sword  of  Napoleon 
by  the  baton  of  Davoust. 

The  Church  of  St.  Alexander  Newskoi 
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contains  the  bones  of  that  holy  man  in  a 
silver  coffin  of  immense  value.  He  was  a 
Czar  and  a  saint,  who  flourished  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  and  whose  memory 
is  still  greatly  revered  by  the  devout  in 
Russia.  Murray's  Hand-Book  mentions  a 
curious  fact  concerning  his  relics.  Peter 
the  Great  being  anxious  that  his  new 
town  should  contain  the  well  preserved 
remains  of  the  holy  man,  which  are  held 
in  such  estimation  by  the  pious,  ordered 
him,  coffin,  and  all,  to  be  brought  to  St. 
Petersburg  from  his  ancient  resting  place 
Gorodichetche  on  the  banks  of  the  Volga. 
The  saint,  I  suppose,  finding  the  air  of 
Finland  rather  damp,  was  no  sooner  placed 
in  his  new  abode,  than  he  got  up,  and 
went  home  again  by  himself; — a  proceeding 
which  was  looked  upon  as  a  great  miracle, 
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and  whereby  his  numerous  worshippers 
were  much  edified ;  however  Peter  with 
unholy  obstinacy,  sent  again  for  the  refractory 
saint,  and  gave  his  guardians,  the  monks,  to 
understand,  that  he  would  knout  them  all,  if 
the  saint  indulged  in  any  of  his  peripatetic 
fancies  for  the  future  ;  the  consequence  is, 
that  St.  Alexander  has  remained  snug  in  his 
silver  coffin  ever  since,  not  wishing  I  pre- 
sume to  expose  his  worthy  friends  to  danger 
on  his  account. 

In  the  cemetery  of  this  convent,  many  of 
the  greatest  families  of  Russia  bury  then- 
dead  ;  and  enormous  sums  are  paid  for  per- 
mission to  repose  in  this  holy  ground.  The 
graves  are  very  close  together,  and  the  new 
tombs  are  always  covered  with  flowers.  The 
anchor  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  is  a  favorite 
emblem,  and  is  placed  above  many  of  the 
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little  sepulchres.  I  was  silently  contemplating 
the  inscription  over  the  grave  of  a  young  lady, 
which  was  surmounted  by  that  expressive 
figure,  when  the  valet-de»place,  impatient 
at  my  staying  so  long,  informed  me  that 
the  tomb  contained  nothing  remarkable, 
and  was  the  resting  place  of  a  naval 
officer,  whose  professional  anchor  had  only 
been  transferred  from  his  button  to  his 
bier.  My  melancholy  musings  were  soon 
put  to  flight  by  this  absurd  sally,  but 
the  rascal  gained  his  point,  for  we  rushed 
out  of  the  cemetery,  much  more  in  a 
laughing,  than  a  lacrymose  humour. 

The  worst  of  sight-seeing  at  St.  Peters- 
burg is,  that  it  is  impossible  to  dispense 
with  the  constant  attendance  of  an 
ignorant  valet-de-place, — a  fraternity  for 
whom    I    have    little    love.       The    man 
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who  took  us  under  his  care  was  a  perfect 
specimen  of  his  calling ;  he  talked  a  great 
deal  and  knew  very  little,  gave  us  his 
orders  with  the  most  consummate  cool- 
ness, and  on  my  expressing  my  surprise 
at  his  inability  to  read  Russian,  he  informed 
me  that  it  was  no  wonder,  as  he  bad  been 
bred,  and  born,  in  Tooley  Street,  and 
candidly  confessed  himself  an  Englishman, 
aqd  a  cockney. 

The  Frobeojenski  Church  is  not  only 
filled  with  military  ornaments,  but  is  sur- 
rounded with  a  railing,  made  of  Turkish 
cannon,  placed  upright  in  the  ground,  and 
connected  with  chains  which  forms  a  very 
handsome,  and  characteristic  enclosure  to 
the  sacred  arsenal  I  will  not  proceed  with 
any  further  description  of  churches,  as  in 
St  Petersburg  they   resemble  one  another 
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so  much,  that  I  should  fear  a  more  length- 
ened account  might  weary  my  readers  as 
much  as  visiting  them  tired  me. 

Prince  E.  D — ,  to  whom  we  had  brought 
letters,  called  on  us,  on  the  second  morning 
after  our  arrival,  and  welcomed  us  to  his 
country  in  the  warmest  and  most  hospit- 
able manner.  He  begged  that  we  would 
make  every  use  of  his  name,  in  obtaining 
any  permission  we  should  desire  in  the  way 
of  sight-seeing,  and  took  his  leave  after 
having  promised  to  take  us  to  a  ball,  on 
the  next  evening,  and  to  introduce  us 
into  Russian  society.  We  found  on 
further  acquaintance,  that  this  kind  and 
excellent  man  quite  acted  up  to  all  the 
promises  he  made  at  our  first  interview ,  and 
during  the  whole  time  we  remained  at  St. 
Petersburg,  his  house  was  always  open  to 
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us.  This  assistance  towards  our  seeing  every 
thing  was  invaluable;  and  his  interest  in 
our  instruction  and  amusement,  never  for  a 
moment  seemed  to  weary.  Never  shall  I 
forget  his  continued  hospitality  and  kindness, 
or  the  amiable,  and  unaffected  good  nature 
of  the  Princess,  his  wife.  Should  these  few 
lines  ever  meet  their  eyes,  I  hope  that  they 
will  forgive  my  thus  mentioning  actions, 
which  were  never  meant  to  be  made 
public,  and  accept  this  slight  tribute  to 
hospitality  and  kindness,  from  a  grateful 
stranger,  who  coming  to  a  strange  land, 
unknown,  and  uncared  for,  found  in  them 
friends  whose  kindness  will  always  form 
the  pleasantest  recollection  of  his  stay  at 
St.  Petersburg, 

When  the  good  Prince  had  left,  us,  we 
drove  to  the  passport  office,  where  all  per- 
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sons  coming  to  St.  Petersburg  are  obliged 
to  show  themselves  shortly  after  their 
arrival.  The  officers  asked  us  a  few  more 
questions,  were  very  civil,  and  told  us  we 
might  now  go,  and  recover  our  books,  that 
had  been  taken  from  us,  in  the  steamer, 
for  inspection.  I  must  say  that  we  always 
found  Russian  officers  of  police,  and 
customs,  exceedingly  polite,  and  sometimes 
even  obliging,  but  invariably  excessively 
inquisitive;  we  found  that  the  best  way  to 
ingratiate  ourselves  with  them  was,  to  tell 
them  as  much  of  our  plans  and  projects  as 
we  thought  necessary  ;  confidence  generally 
pleased  them,  and  in  return  they  gave  us 
much  useful  information. 

I  certainly  have  not  the  least  objection 
to  tell  any  body  what  my  intentions  as  to 
moving  from  place  to  place,  may  be,  and  I 
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cannot  agree  with  other  travellers  who  have 
declared  it  to  be  an  excessively  disagreeable 
and  humiliating  thing,  to  tell  a  man  in 
uniform,  that  you  hope  soon  to  go  to 
Moscow,  and  expect,  in  all  probability  to 
return  to  St.  Petersburg  in  a  short  time, 
provided  you  do  not  go  any  where  else. 
Persons  who  complain  of  such  trifles,  must 
1  think  be  hard  up  for  grievances,  and  would 
be  an  invaluable  addition  to  Conciliation 
Hall,  or  any  other  assembly  or  society, 
where  fancied  wrongs  are  distorted  into 
bugbears  of  real  oppression. 

The  inspection  of  our  books  at  the  Censor 
office  was  a  mere  form,  as  the  seals  of  the 
parcel  were  broken  before  our  eyes  and  the 
books  returned  to  us  untouched ;  but  in  the 
case  of  imported  works,  and  newspapers  for 
general  circulation,  they  are  very  particular. 
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Numbers  of  books,  and  journals,  are  v 
absolutely  prohibited,  and  are,  either  sent 
back  or  destroyed,  and  Punch  would  laugh 
till  his  dear  old  hump  shook  again,  to  see 
the  mutilation  his  jokes  sometimes  experience 
at  the  hands  of  the  Russian  police.  I  saw 
some  copies  with  whole  paragraphs  fairly 
cut  out,  while  other  obnoxious  facetiae  were 
partially  erased,  or  scratched  out,  in  order 
not  to  injure  the  picture,  oa .  the  other 
side  of  the  leaf ;  notwithstanding  all  these 
precautions,  I  believe  it  is  possible  to  get 
almost  any  book  at  St.  Petersburg,  but 
this  is  attended  with  some  trouble. 

Their  laws  seemed  strange  to  us,  natives 
of  a  country  where  the  press  is  so  perfectly 
free,  and  where  an  editor  has  little  to  fear 
beyond  a  mere  action  for  libel,  the  litiga- 
tion of  which  is   attended  with  tediousness 
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and  delay :  but  there  exists  in  England 
a  mighty  power,  that  is  often  carried 
to  a  great  extreme,  and  is  not  always 
exercised  with  justice  or  judgment.  Period- 
ical writers  are  frequently  careless  of  previous 
inquiry  into  charges  which  they  bring 
against  persons,  in  so  severe  and  public  a 
manner.  A  trial  or  positive  proof  in  con- 
tradiction, may  successfully  vindicate  and 
clear  the  character  of  the  persons  attacked; 
but  a  stain  often  remains  behind,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  victim,  as  the  world 
is  always  readier  to  believe  bad  than  good ; 
and  although  the  charge  may  be  perfectly 
removed,  the  community  will  persist  in 
believing  that  there  might  have  been  some 
foundation  for  the  allegation. 

A  slight  aspersion  is    often  sufficient  to 
damage  the  character   of  an  individual  for 
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life ;  and  many  a  man  has  sorrowed  for 
years  over  an  idle  report  that  originated  in 
a  newspaper,  and  has  undeservedly  lost  for 
ever  that  unsullied  purity  of  character, 
which  an  honest  heart  prizes  beyond  its 
life* 

I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the  rights 
of  the  press  invaded,  or  that  great  bulwark 
of  British  liberty  in  any  way  weakened;  at 
the  same  time,  I  should  like  to  see  editors 
more  mild  in  their  attacks,  and  less  par- 
tial in  their  praise.  Crime,  injustice,  and 
wrong,   should  be   publicly   condemned    in 

*  By  more  careful  investigation  of  every  serious 
charge  about  to  be  brought  forward,  in  a  public  print, 
this  evil  would  be  reduced,  actions  for  libel  would  become 
more  and  more  rare,  and  the  influence  of  the  press, 
considerably  increased,  as  the  public  would  then  feel  a 
faith  and  reliance,  in  newspaper  intelligence,  that  is  at 
present  unknown. 
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the  strongest  terms ;  but  it  should  be  done, 
more  with  the  view  of  preventing  others 
from  filling  into  like  errors,  than  of  branding 
with  eternal  infamy  or  disgrace,  the  names 
and  families  of  the  alleged  evil  doers. 

But  I  am  running  off  to  matters  that  have 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  my  subject,  as 
the  economy  of  newspapers  is  the  question 
least  of  all  canvassed  in  Russia,  for  the 
Black  Eagle  is  the  avowed  editor  of  the 
little  political  literature  that  exists  in  that 
country. 


CHAPTER  V. 

F6te  at  the  Countess  O— 's— Horrible  Roads— Russian 
travelling  Carriages — Russian  Ladies— Their  unpro- 
nounceable Names— French  as  a  general  Language — 
Desire  of  the  Russian  nobility  to  Travel — Toilette 
of  the  Russian  Ladies  —  A  Southern  Beauty — 
Russian  Officers — Gaiety  of  St.  Petersburg — Society 
— The  Ladies  unequalled  in  light  Conversation — 
— Our  Presentation  to  the  Grand  Duke  Michael — 
His  kindness — The  Michael  Palace — Royal  Privacy 
not  sought  in  Russia. 


ST.   PETERSBURG   AND   MOSCOW.       117 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE   BALL. 

On  with  the  dance !  let  joy  be  unconfined ; 

No  sleep  till  morn,  when  youth  and  Pleasure  meet 

To  chase  the  glowing  hours  with  flying  feet — 

BYRON. 

On  the  evening  appointed  we  went  with 
Prince  D —  to  a  fiSte  at  the  Countess  O — 's 
where  we  made  our  first  entry  into  Russian 
society.  The  campagne  of  Count  O —  is 
not  in  the  Islands,  but  about  eight  miles 
from  town.  E —  went  on  with  the  Prince, 
and  I  intended  to  follow  as  well  as  I  could, 
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in  our  own  carriage;  however,  at  the  first 
turn,  my  coachman  cleverly  took  the  only 
wrong  way,  and  drove  off  through  the 
Islands  some  distance  into  the  country.  I 
had  heard  that  the  roads  in  Russia  were  not 
good ;  but  on  this,  my  first  essay  as  a  way- 
farer, I  could  hardly  believe  that  the  series 
of  holes  over  which  I  was  jolting,  were  any- 
thing but  a  badly  tilled  potatoe-field. 

Within  the  actual  suburbs  of  the  town  are 
to  be  found  roads,  compared  with  which  the 
wildest  Irish  boreert,  is  wooden  pavement. 
They  are  much  frequented  tracks  untouched 
by  spade  or  shovel,  and  the  only  discernible 
traces  of  human  labour  are,  the  long  round 
spars,  laid  down  on  two  cross  sticks, 
which  are  supposed  to  serve  as  bridges 
over  the  little  drains  that  continually  inter- 
sect the  track.  The  ruts  on  these  original 
high-ways  are  not    of  the  same  family   as 
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their  spring-breaking  relations  in  England; 
they  are  found  in  every  variety,  from  the 
ravine  with  gradually  sloping  sides,  into  whose 
depths  the  carriage  descends  quietly,  with  the 
reverse  of  the  motion  experienced  in  passing 
a  small  arched  bridge,  to  the  deep  and 
ragged  chasm,  into  which  the  wheels  go 
"flop,"  and  which  occasionally  in  extreme 
cases,  brings  the  vehicle  to  a  stand  stilL 
This  is  a  calamity  that  interferes  not  in  the 
least  with  the  self-possession  of  the  bearded 
driver,  as  he  sits  quietly  on  his  box,  and 
flogs  the  horses,  till  they  drag  the  carriage 
out  again. 

In  places  where  there  is  not  much  traffic, 
these  roads  are  just  passable  during  the 
summer,  and  better  to  travel  on,  than  bad 
pavement ;  but  how  any  animal  on  earth  can 
draw  a  carriage  through  them,  in  wet 
weather,  or  during  the  breaking  up  of  the 
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frosts,  I  cannot  imagine.  Even  in  this  time 
of  year,  though  they  were  quite  hard,  our  ac- 
tive little  horses  found  it  as  much  as  they 
could  do  to  pull  us  out  of  a  real  Russian 
rut. 

Travelling  carriages  are  made  very  strong 
to  suit  such  trials,  and  are  generally  fitted  up 
with  every  convenience  for  long  journeys,  as 
they  often  have  to  play  the  part  of  carriage, 
bed,  and  house.  The  Russians  seldom  stop 
on  their  journeys,  as  the  distances  are  so 
great,  and  the  inns  so  bad ;  but  their  travel- 
ling carriages  are  very  comfortable,  and  on 
the  only  two  macadamized  roads  in  the 
empire,  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Moscow  and 
to  Riga,  travellers  can  get  over  the  ground 
faster  and  more  conveniently,  than  in  any 
other  country. 

After  having  wandered  over  these  wild 
roads  for  some  time,  I,  with  great  difficulty, 
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made  the  coachman  understand  where  I 
wanted  to  go.  We  then  struck  across  the 
country,  and  arrived  at  the  desired  place 
much  to  my  satisfaction,  as  I  was  quite  tired 
of  bounding  over  these  extraordinary  routes 
uncertain  whether  I  was  going  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Viborg  or  Novogbrod. 

I  soon  found  myself  in  a  very  pretty  room, 
full  of  people,  who  were  dancing  the  same 
quadrilles,  and  valses,  with  the  same  untiring 
determination,  that  I  had  left  ten  days  before 
in  London.  I  was  of  course  presented  to  our 
hostess,  who  is  very  pretty,  very  graceful,  and 
spirituelle,  and  who  soon  made  me  known  to 
half  the  people  in  the  room. 

Many  of  the  ladies  were  exceedingly  pretty, 
all  dressed  in  excellent  taste,  and  very  agree- 
able, but  their  names  are  the  devil !  In  ten 
minutes   I   was   fairly  bewildered,   and   my 
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tongue  vainly  endeavoured  to  repeat  a  fraction 
of  awfiil  words,  of  six  or  eight  syllables  end- 
ing in,  offski,  ouski,  itzki,  insky,  and  off.  I 
never  was  so  puzzled — as  fast  as  a  sound 
somewhat  resembling  a  Russian  surname 
trembled  on  my  tongue,  another  totally  un- 
pronounceable one  startled  my  frightened  ear> 
and  I  soon  found  that  time  alone  would 
make  me  familiar  with  such  uncommonly 
bard  words.  For  the  first  week  I  was  in 
Russia,  I  never  dared  to  call  any  of  my  new 
friends  by  their  names,  and  used  to  describe 
them  as  tall,  or  short,  dark  or  fair,  with  any 
other  particulars  that  presented  themselves 
to  my  mind  at  the  moment — a  mode  of  con- 
veying my  ideas,  which  sometimes  got  me 
into  great  scrapes,  as  the  descriptions,  I  am 
ashamed  to  say,  were  not  always  quite 
correct,    and  a   sister  or   cousin  might   not 
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enjoy  hearing  her  best  friend  alhided  to,  as 
short  or  fair,  when  she  happened  to  be  tall 
and  dark. 

I  am  sure  that,  if  Juliet  had  paid  a  visit  to 
Russia,  she  would  have  found  out,  "  What's 
in  a  name,"  for  I  found  more  in  their  names, 
than  was  ever  dreamt  of  in  my  philosophy ; 
and  no  tongue,  however  nimble,  could  pos- 
sibly pronounce  or  remember  such  a  curious 
concatenation  of  vowels  and  consonants  at 
the  first  attempt.  However,  notwithstanding, 
I  passed  a  charming  evening,  and  was  greatly 
amused. 

Society  of  the  higher  class  differs  little  in 
outward  appearance,  in  European  countries, 
and  it  is  not  until  the  stranger  begins  to 
know  well  the  individuals  who  compose  it, 
that  national  differences  and  feelings  are 
discovered ;    thus,  at  the   ball  to-night,    we 
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danced,  and  talked  in  the  same  manner,  and 
on-the  same  subjects  (except  that  the  ever- 
lasting Polka  was  not  so  much  in  vogue)  in 
Finland,  as  in  May  Fair ;  all  were  graceful, 
and  good-natured  in  manner,  and  French 
flowed  as  softly  from  every  one's  lips,  as  if  we 
had  been  in  a  salon  of  the  Fauxbourg  St. 
Germain.  This  seems  to  be  completely  the 
adopted  tongue  of  the  educated  Russians. 
They  write,  speak,  and  I  am  sure,  think  in 
French :  it  is  the  language  of  their  infancy, 
and  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  a 
lady  converse  in  her  own  tongue,  during  the 
whole  time  I  was  in  Russia. 

This  may  be  very  unnational,  but  it  is 
very  convenient ;  as  French  is  now  gene- 
rally spoken,  and  is  by  every  one  admitted  to 
be  an  excellent  language  for  the  purposes  of 
common  conversation,  and  for  the  <xmven- 


AND   MOSCOW.  125 

tional  usages  of  life,  it  is  a  great  pity  that  we, 
as  a  nation,  do  not  speak  it  better,  and  that 
the  youth  of  Great  Britain  are  not  taught  it, 
as  an  indispensable  part  of  education ;  but  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  it  usurp  the  place  of 
our  national  language  in  the  way  it  does  in 
Russia,  for  on  expressing  my  astonishment 
to  a  lady,  that  in  society  I  never  heard  a 
syllable  of  the  soft  and  beautiful  Sclave,  she 
confessed  with  the  greatest  candour,  that 
they  spoke  it  so  badly,  it  became  as  difficult 
to  some  as  a  foreign  language. 

The  men  of  course  all  understand  their 
native  tongue,  and  speak  it  constantly  among 
themselves;  but  the  ladies  cling  to  French 
with  the  greatest  constancy,  and  it  is  essen- 
tially the  language  of  their  thoughts.  I  fear 
affection  for  their  country  is  not  the  most 
prominent  virtue  of  the  ladies  of  the  north. 
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The  climate  may  be  a  great  cause  of  this ;  and 
who  can  wonder,  that  after  having  spent  a 
succession  of  winters,  in  their  ice-hound 
town,  they  should  sigh  for  the  mild  climate 
of  the  south,  and  should  naturally  desire  to 
exchange,  for  a  time,  grey  tnist  for  sparkling 
sunshine,  and  snow  clad  firs  for  the  olive 
and  the  vine.  But,  as  the  greater  number 
whose  tastes  and  inclinations  lead  them  to 
pant  for  more  genial  climes,  are  blessed  with 
husbands  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
state,  their  wishes  are  not  as  often  gratified 
as  might  be  expected,  and  they  are  obliged 
to  content  themselves  with  stoves  and  furs, 
in  place  of  arbours  and  orange-groves. 

In  their  often  expressed  anxiety  to  go 
abroad,  I  never  heard  a  regret  for  the  country 
they  so  ardently  seemed  to  desire  to  leave, 
and  they  talk  of  a  winter  at  Paris  as  a  sort 
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of  delicious  era  in  their  lives,  and  a  sojourn 
ut  Rome  or  Naples  as  a  foretaste  of  paradise. 

Those  who  are  not  in  service,  consequently, 
travel  as  much  as  possible ;  and  I  never  heard 
of  any  restrictions  being  placed  on  the  wishes 
of  private  individuals,  in  this  respect,  with  the 
exception  of  young  men,  who  are  not  allowed 
to  leave  the  country  before  they  attain  the 
age  of  twenty-five,  unless  their  state  of 
health  absolutely  requires  a  visit  to  a  warmer 
climate. 

Our  ball  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit; 
the  Polka  seems  for  a  wonder  to  be  rathe*  at 
a  discount  in  St.  Petersburg,  which  speaks 
much  for  the  discretion  of  the  gay  part  of  the 
community ;  but  the  Mazourka,  danced  after 
the  manner  of  a  London  or  Parisian  cotillon, 
seems  here  to  replace  all  the  fury  of  Polka- 
mania.     The  room  looked  very  gay,  as  more 
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than  half  the  men  were  in  uniform,  and 
their  brilliant  dresses  contrasted  beautifully 
with  the  varied  costumes  of  the  fair  re- 
vellers. 

The  ladies  in  Russia  understand  perfectly 
the  secrets  of  the  toilette,  and  every  English- 
man must  pay  homage  to  their  exquisite  and 
unrivalled  taste  in  dress.  These  summer 
fdtes  are  excellent  opportunities  for  exhi- 
biting their  knowledge  of  the  mystic  art, 
for  they  come  in  morning  or  evening 
costume,  a  light  bonnet,  or  wreath  of 
flowers,  as  suits  their  fancy,  or  best  adds 
to  their  beauty.  I  never  saw  them  in 
what  may  be  termed  grande  tenue ;  but  a 
toilette  suited  to  a  party,  partaking  as  much  of 
the  character  of  an  informal  fite  champdtre, 
as  of  a  regular  ball,  requires  perhaps  more 
study,  than  the  more  magnificent,  but  more 
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common,  costume  de  bal.  A  treble  row  of 
magnificent  pearls  frequently  graced  the 
necks  of  these  northern  beauties,  but  I  never 
saw  a  lady,  at  these  small  summer  parties, 
wear  many  jewels,  and  they  never  commit 
the  solecism  in  dress,  so  common  in  England, 
of  appearing  at  a  country  ball  in  a  blaze  of 
jewels. 

The  continued  confinement  in  hot  rooms, 
during  the  long  winter,  and  exposure  to  the 
oppressive  heat  of  the  stoves  do  not  im- 
prove their  complexions  ;  nevertheless  we 
saw  many  pretty  women  at  St.  Petersburg, 
and  their  correct  taste  in  costume  adds 
much  to  their  beauty. 

I  met  one  or  two  Circassians,  children 
of  the  sunny  south,  whose  dark  loveliness 
contrasted  well  with  the  fairer  charms  of 
the  daughters  of  the  Sclavonian  race.     The 
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large  lustrous    eye,   beaming  from   a   long 

eyelash,   and  the  deep  olive  complexion,  at 

once    declared   her    oriental    origin,    while 

her   raven    tresses   hung   in    heavy     braids 

round    her    oval   and   classic   features,    and 

twined  in  graceful  profusion  over   her   well 

formed   head.      Beautiful  hair  has   a   most 

destructive   effect   on    my   peace   of    mind, 

and    when     added     to     other    charms     is 

perfectly    irresistible;    and    I    never    see   a 

woman,    armed    with   such    a    panoply    of 

loveliness,    without    feeling     somewhat     as 

Pope  must  have  done,  when  he  wrote  the 

Rape  of  the  Lock. 

Love  in  these  labyrinths  his  slaves  detains, 
And  mighty  hearts  are  held  in  slender  chains ; 
With  hairy  springes  we  the  birds  betray, 
Light  lines  of  hair  surprise  the  finny  prey. 
Fair  tresses  man's  imperial  race  ensnare, 
And  beauty  draws  us  with  a  single  hair. 
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Our  host  exerted  himself  beyond  any 
thing  to  promote-  the  enjoyment  of  his 
guests,  and  seemed  to  take  quite  as  active 
a  part  in  doing  the  honours,  as  the  fair 
lady  of  the  mansion.  Supper  was  served 
on  a  number  of  little  round  tables,  where 
seats  were  provided  for  every  one,  which 
renders  this  a  most  agreeable  meal,  with  all 
the  sociability  and  without  the  formality  and 
importance  of  dinner:  in  Russia  every  one 
dines  early,  so  that  supper — a  necessary  finale 
to  the  fatigues  of  the  day  is  served  nearly  in 
the  same  manner,  and  is  devoured  with  as  good 
mi  appetite  as  the  meal  that  we  reckon  so 
important  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  day. 

We  sat  by  some  young  Russian  officers, 
whom  we  found  very  gay,  good-humoured 
fellows,  and  peculiarly  kind  to  us,  as 
strangers.     They  do  not  wait  for  the  stupid 
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form  of  an  introduction  to  enter  into  con- 
versation   with    a    foreigner,     but    chatted 
away  very  merrily  about  their  own   country 
and   ours,    and    laughed    good-naturedly  at 
our  awkward  attempts  at  pronouncing  their 
names.     They  were  for  the  most  part,  sun- 
burnt,  good   looking   fellows,   with  a  great 
deal  of  soldier-like  frankness  and  fun  about 
them.      Some    of  these    had     seen    much 
active    service,    and  had  fought  in  Poland 
and    the    Caucasus ;    they    told    us    many 
stories    of    their    campaigns    in   the    most 
amusing  manner,  and  were  altogether  more 
like  English  officers  than  any  men  I  have 
ever  seen  on  the  continent. 

We  danced  again  after  supper,  and 
drove  home  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
by  the  blue  twilight,  over  the  rough  road ; 
and  felt  very  grateful  to  the  never  ending 
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day,  for  shewing  us  the  chasms  we  were 
passing,  as  a  drive  across  such  a  country  on 
a  dark  night,  would  not  be,  I  think,  exactly 
agreeable,  to  the  uninitiated.  We  were 
delighted  with  our  debut  in  Russian  society, 
for  we  had  experienced  much  hospitality, 
and  kindness.  We  therefore  came  home 
in  high  spirits,  which  I  have  always  found 
to  be  the  case,  when  one  has  met  with  a 
little  considerate  good  nature  in  any 
assembly  whatever. 

The  Russians  are  immoderately  fond  of 
society,  and  I  should  think  that  in  no 
capital  in  Europe,  so  continual  a  round 
of  gaiety  is  kept  up  during  the  whole 
year.  In  winter  scarcely  an  evening  passes 
without  a  ball,  and  in  most  of  the  great 
houses,  the  lady  mistress  receives  on  one 
night   in   the    week  ;     they   generally   dine 
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at  five  o'clock,  but  with  this  exception  the 
hours  are  not  much  earlier  than  in  Lon- 
don, and  dancing  is  here  worshipped  with 
just  as  much  ardour.  In  summer  most  of 
the  ladies  leave  their  palaces  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  continue  in  their  villas  on  the 
islands  of  the  Neva,  the  same  pursuits  on 
a  smaller  scale ;  so  that  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  they  are  occupied  in  the 
same  round  of  visits,  receptions,  and  balls, 
only  diversified  perhaps  in  summer,  by  a 
boating  party,  or  a  pic-nic.  Such  a  life 
must  seem  sometimes  tedious,  and  I  fancied 
that  I  occasionally  perceived  a  langour 
in  many — the  inevitable  consequence  of 
the  continued  pursuit  of  the  same  enjoy- 
•  ments. 

The  greater  number  of  the  men  are  .in 
the    army,  and  as  his  Majesty  makes  the 
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most   of  the   short  summer    for  his  dearly 
loved  manoeuvres  and  reviews,  few  are  con- 
stantly in  town ;  but  the  camp  being  gene- 
rally within  reach  of  many,  those  belonging 
to   the  corps  of  the   guard,   go  backwards 
and  forwards,  and  lead    "  as  hard  a  life" 
as   the  officers  of  a   regiment  quartered  at 
Hounslow.     My  readers  may  imagine  that 
a  life  of  this  kind  does  not  of  itself  create 
a  love  for  the  higher  branches  of  literature 
or  lead  them  to  indulge  much,  in  what  we 
should  call  rational  conversation ;  but  though 
the  Russian  ladies  seldom  speak   of  politics 
and   are  never  blue,  they  are  unequalled  in 
light    talk,    and   their    powers  of  repartee 
are  most  amusing.      I  could  sincerely  pity 
any  unwary  stranger  who  should  unwittingly 
enter  the    lists    of   light  wit,    with    such 
practised   and   skilful    antagonists,    as    are 
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some  I   had  the    pleasure  of  meeting  with 
in  Russia. 

There  is  nothing  more  charming  than 
the  light  and  sprightly  raillery  of  a  pretty 
woman.  The  laughing  question  so  puz- 
zling to  the  intended  answerer,  that  before 
he  can  concoct  a  suitable  response  he  finds 
the  question  fully  settled  from  the  lady's 
own  lips,  and  his  merry  antagonist  rattling 
away  a  volley  of  light  sarcasms  and  laughing 
inuendoes  the  merriment  of  which  excuses 
each  wound  that  the  unpitied  victim  may 
be  obliged  to  bear;  for  before  the  poor 
creature  has  time  to  think  how  he  can 
best  defend  himself,  the  skirmish  is  over, 
and  the  victorious  lady  walks  off,  amid 
the  acclamations  of  her  hearers,  in  search  of 
fresh  conquests.  There  is  much  of  this  play 
of  words    among  the  merry  wives   of  St. 
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Petersburg,  and  their  beautiful  French,  par 
excellence,  the  language  of  comedy,  gives 
them  great  power  in  this  style  of  conver- 
sation. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  those  who 
indulge  most  in  gaiety  are  married,  but 
family  cares  do  not  seem  to  prevent  them 
from  enjoying  any  of  the  pleasures  of 
society.  Living  as  they  do  continually  in 
so  social  a  manner,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they 
are  so  proficient  in  all  the  arts  which 
render  most  agreeable  the  conversazione,  or 
the  ball,  and  to  the  Russian  ladies,  I  gladly 
render  all  homage,  as  being  animated  and  gay, 
kind,  and  considerate  towards  the  stranger, 
adding  to  their  many  personal  charm  the 
varied  graces  of  highly  polished  manners, 
combined  with  the  greatest  animation,  and 
never  failing  good  spirits. 
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From  this  time,  as  long  as  we  staid  at 
St.  Petersburg  we  had  the  honour  of  being 
invited  to  most  of  the  receptions,  balls,  &c. 
that  took  place  in  the  islands,  and  seldom 
an  evening  passed  that  we  did  not  find 
ourselves  enjoying  Russian  hospitality  to 
the  fullest  degree.  We  wefre  particularly 
fortunate  in  finding  in  our  own  Secretary 
of  Embassy  (Mr.  Bloomfield,  our  Minister 
being  absent)  one  who  spared  no  pains  to 
make  our  stay  as  agreeable  as  possible, 
and  at  whose  hospitable  board  we  often 
met  many  of  the  corps  diplomatique,  who 
muster  in  great  numbers  at  St.  Petersburg, 
and  who  form,  as  is  usually  the  case,  a 
most  agreeable  society.  I  am  not  going 
to  write  a  detail  of  the  many  favours  we 
received  at  his  hands,  for  such  a  course 
could  be  neither  pleasing  to  him,  nor  would 
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in  any  wise  repay  one  of  the  numerous 
obligations  we  owe  to  him;  but  I  may 
fairly  say,  that  all  that  a  good  heart 
and  a  kind  disposition  could  do,  was  done 
by  him,  in  the  most  unaffected  manner, 
and  that  his  friendship,  beyond  any  thing 
else,  rendered  our  stay  at  St.  Petersburg  one 
of  unalloyed  pleasure. 

Our  mornings  were  generally  spent  in 
sight-seeing,  and  our  evenings  in  a  drive 
in  the  islands,  the  French  play— or  a  party. 
The  novelty  of  all  that  we  saw,  and  the  kind- 
ness of  our  friends,  which  enabled  us  to  see 
every  thing  in  the  best  manner,  rendered  our 
three  weeks  at  St.  Petersburg  absolutely 
delightful. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  we  had  the  honour 
of  being  presented  to  His  Imperial  High- 
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ness  the  Grand  Duke  Michael,  whose 
unvaried  consideration  for,  and  kindness  to 
English  travellers  are  quite  proverbial.  He 
received  us  with  the  greatest  condescension, 
and  did  us  the  honour  of  showing  us  his 
magnificent  collection  of  arms  and  military 
curiosities  of  various  kinds,  which  he  has 
amassed  with  great  care  and  success.  Among 
them  is  a  letter  from  Napoleon  to  Kutusoff, 
written  during  the  retreat,  and  couched 
in  the  most  civil  language.  He  prays  for 
peace,  and  seems  to  expect  it  on  advanta- 
geous terms.  His  Imperial  Highness  took  us 
over  his  garden,  and  stables,  and  exhibited 
every  thing  in  the  kindest  manner.  Such 
unaffected  good-nature  surprised  us,  being 
so  totally  unexpected  on  our  part;  and  as 
we  stocd  on  the  steps  of  the  noble   palace 
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which  bears  his  name,  I  wondered  at  the 
good  fortune  of  the  wanderers,  in  thus 
experiencing,  from  the  hands  of  so  exalted 
a  personage,  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  and 
at  hearing  from  his  lips,  many  an  interesting 
story  of  Russia  and  her  children.  We 
staid  a  long  time  with  this  kind  and  excel- 
lent Prince  in  his  own  palace,  and  after 
having  shewn  us  all  his  treasures,  and  every 
thing  that  could  interest  a  stranger,  he 
dismissed  us  with  many  kind  words,  assuring 
us  at  the  same  time  of  a  continuance  of  his 
regard,  a  promise  that  he  faithfully  kept 
whenever  we  had  the  honour  of  meeting  him 
afterwards. 

The  Michael  Palace  is  one  of  the  hand- 
somest in  St.  Petersburg :  the  front  forms 
one  side  of  a  square,  while  the  back  looks 
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over  its  spacious  gardens  to  the  Champ  de 
Mars.  The  greater  part  of  the  lower 
rooms  is  devoted  to  the  Arsenal,  and  to 
his  Imperial  Highness's  private  apart- 
ments ;  a  handsome  staircase  leads  to  the 
magnificent  reception  rooms  up  stairs. 
The  garden  is  very  pretty,  and  very  extensive 
for  a  city  park.  It  contains  many  good 
trees,  which  are  rare  objects  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  Petersburg,  and  lying  as 
it  does,  between  this  beautiful  palace,  and 
the  immense  Champ  de  Mars,  it  forms 
a  great  addition  to  the  beauty  of  the 
town,  and  a  delightful  promenade  for  its 
Imperial  owners.  Altogether  the  palace  of 
the  Grand  Duke  Michael  is  the  most 
agreeable  residence  of  all  the  imperial 
palaces   which   abound   in   St.    Petersburg; 
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and  like  every  thing  else  of  the  kind  in 
Russia,  the  garden  with  its  grass  lawn 
and  stately  trees,  is  not  hid  by  a  high 
wall  which  would  disfigure  that  part  of 
the  town,  but  is  surrounded,  by  an  iron 
railing,  which  gives  the  city  the  full  benefit 
of  the  beauty  of  both  the  gardens  and 
palace.  Royal  privacy  is  not  so  much 
sought  for  here,  as  in  England.  The 
people,  in  all  foreign  countries,  I  think, 
behave  much  better  towards  their  princes 
than  they  do  with  us  ;  and  a  royal  personage 
may  walk  about  in  most  of  the  capitals  of 
the  continent,  without  being  followed  like  a 
wild  beast,  or  run  after  by  all  the  population 
of  the  town.  I  doubt  whether  Queen  Pomare 
would  attract  a  greater  crowd  than  Queen 
Victoria,  were  it  publicly  known  that  those 
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illustrious  personages  would  drive  or  walk 
down  Piccadilly  on  a  different  day,  and  the 
great  desire  of  the  people  of  England  to  see 
their  Sovereign,  whenever  she  appears  in 
public,  arises  I  fear  more  from  a  mere 
feeling  of  curiosity  than  of  respect  or  regard. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

THE   PALACE. 

Thence  in  the  midst 
Divided  by  a  river,  of  whose  banks 
On  each  side,  an  imperial  city  stood 
With  towers  and  temples  proudly  elevate. 

MILTON. 

St.  Petersburg  certainly  well  deserves  her 
high  sounding  name  of  "  the  City  of  Palaces," 
for  no  capital  in  Europe  can  boast  of  so 
magnificent  an  assemblage  of  royal  residences. 
They  are  all  handsome,  though  not  one  is 
built  of  solid  stone  ;  with  the  exception  of 
the   Marble  Palace,   they  are  all   of    brick, 
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covered  with  plaster : — the  Hermitage  of  a 
white  colour,  and  the  far  famed  Winter 
Palace  brown.  These  form  one  line  on  the 
quay  from  the  Place  of  the  Admiralty, 
to  the  corner  of  the  Champ  de  Mars. 

The  Winter  Palace  and  the  Hermitage  are 
connected  together,  though  of  very  different 
styles  of  architecture,  and  form  a  most 
gorgeous  fa9ade;  their  beauty  being  greatly 
increased  by  the  noble  river  which  rolls  by 
the  granite  quays  in  front. 

The  Troitza  bridge  crosses  the  river 
immediately  above  this  quay  of  palaces.  This 
bridge,  as.  well  as  the  other  two,  is  merely 
a  number  of  planks  laid  on  low  barges, 
which  are  removed  altogether  during  the 
breaking  up  of  the  frosts,  when  the  river 
becomes  totally  impassable  for  some  days ;  on 
these  occasions  the  merchants  unable  to  pass, 
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from  the  left  banks,  to  the  Exchange,  are 
obliged  to  meet  elsewhere  for  the  transaction 
of  business. 

From  the  centre  of  this  bridge  the  finest 
view  of  the  town  is  obtained;  on  the  left  hand 
is  the  wide  expanse  of  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
with  the  statue  of  Suwarroff  at  the  entrance, 
then  on  the  granite  quays,  stand  the  Marble, 
the  Hermitage,  and  Winter  Palaces,  and 
further  on,  the  spire  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
the  cupola  of  the  Isaak  Church,  tower  like 
giants  above  all  the  other  buildings.  On 
the  right  is  the  fortress,  with  the  tall  tower  of 
its  church,  and  exactly  opposite,  on  an  island, 
stands  the  Exchange,  and  surrounding  build- 
ings; in  the  midst  flows  the  noble  river, 
which  divides  below  the  bridge,  into  two 
equally  broad  streams,  whose  great  width 
forms  a  sheet  of  blue  water  like  a  lake ;  while 


150  ST.    PETERSBURG 

far  away  in  the  distance,  below  the  Isaak 
bridge  are  indistinctly  seen  on  either  hand, 
many  fine  public  and  private  edifices,  and 
the  long  line  of  handsome  buildings,  called 
the  English  Quay.  Often  by  the  bright 
sunshine  of  day,  or  the  more  suitable  grey 
twilight  of  a  Russian  night  have  we  stopped 
to  gaze  on  this  vast  panorama  of  beauty,  and 
each  time  found  it  more  striking,  as  in  so 
wide  an  expanse  of  river,  and  architectural 
scenery,  familiarity  with  the  separate  objects 
is  necessary,  in  order  fully  to  appreciate  the 
magnificence  of  the  whole. 

The  Marble  Palace  is  completely  disman- 
tled in  its  interior;  but  the  Hermitage,  the 
favourite  residence  of  the  great  Catherine, 
contains  an  excellent  collection  of  pictures, 
among  which,  those  of  Rembrandt,  of  Wou- 
vermans,  and  some  very  fine  Murillos    may 
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be  said  to  be  the  best.  A  suite  of 
more  than  twenty-five  apartments,  are 
devoted  to  these  works  of  art,  which  are 
very  well  arranged,  and  there  is  an  excellent 
French  catalogue  in  each  of  the  rooms.  This 
gallery  the  only  public  one  in  Russia,  was 
begun  by  Catherine ;  many  of  the  best  pic- 
tures came  from  England,  and  belonged  to 
the  Houghton  collection  ;  additions  have 
been  made  by  the  succeeding  Emperors, 
and  it  is  now  an  excellent,  though  I 
should  hardly  think  a  first  rate  collection. 
Two  rooms  at  the  end  of  the  gallery  are 
filled  with  a  most  extraordinary  quantity  of 
jewels,  cameos,  intaglios,  snuff  boxes,  cases 
of  gold  and  silver,  ivory  carvings,  and  articles 
of  virtu  without  number. 

A  profusion  of  treasures  of  rare  material 
and  costly  workmanship,  presents   of  every 
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thing  most  valuable,  from  all  the  great 
potentates  of  the  earth,  are  heaped  up  in 
absolute  masses,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that 
earth  and  sea,  had  sent  a  combination  of 
their  richest  treasures  to  form  a  monument 
to  the  greatness  of  the  Czars.  I  was  so 
completely  bewildered  by  the  variety  of  small 
objects  of  such  immense  value,  that  I  cannot 
attempt  a  detailed  description  of  this  extra- 
ordinary collection,  and  I  now  almost 
imagine  that  I  must  have  been  wandering  by 
the  light  of  Aladdin's  lamp,  in  some  magic 
cave,  where  all  the  fairy  riches  of  the  Arabian 
Nights  were  brought  together  in  one  mass, 
for  the  purpose  of  bewildering  an  unlucky 
pauper.  However  no  black  slaves  appeared 
with  baskets  on  their  heads  to  carry  off  a  small 
provision  of  diamond  or  emerald  fruits,  for  the 
use  of  either  myself,  or  respected  mother, 
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and  the  Genius  of  the  Ring  was  personated 
by  an  Imperial  footman  who  answered  to  our 
"  knock  and  ring,"  by  letting  us  out  at  the 
expense  of  a  rouble.  These  collections  are 
on  the  first  floor,  whose  large  windows 
command  a  beautiful  view  of  the  river;  in 
the  court  formed  by  the  interior  of  the 
building,  a  garden  is  raised  to  the  level  of 
these  rooms,  and  has  a  curious  effect,  for 
from  one  window  the  Neva  is  seen  flowing 
a  depth  of  about  thirty  feet  below,  while  at 
the  other  side  flowers  are  blooming,  and  a 
fountain  playing  in  what  appears  to  be  the 
court  yard  of  the  palace. 

In  the  Russian  Imperial  residences  of  the 
past  and  present  day  expense  has  been,  and 
is,  lavished  in  every  manner  that  taste  and 
magnificence  can  conceive ;  to  produce  a  novel 
effect,  much  real  beauty  is  often  sacrificed, 
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for  while  a  hanging  garden  on  one  side  aston- 
ishes the  stranger  he  may  be  equally  surprised 
at  finding  no  staircase  in  any  way  proportionate 
to  the  beauty  and  size  of  the  apartments,  and 
a  winding  or  narrow  flight  of  steps,  some- 
times conducts  to  chambers  that  almost  realize 
the  romantic  stories  of  oriental  splendour. 

This  incongruity  may  be  said  to  extend  to 
most  things  moral  and  physical  in  Russia, 
for  in  no  country  (except  perhaps  in  Ireland,) 
is  the  transition  from  the  palace  to  the  cabin 
more  abrupt,  or  the  difference  between  the 
peer  and  peasant  more  wide.  This  is  mainly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  a  middle  class, 
that  cement  of  the  social  state,  those  cramp- 
ing irons  of  the  constitutional  edifice,  the 
existence  of  which  is  so  absolutely  indispen^ 
sable  to  the  well-being  of  a  commonwealth. 
The  serf  in  his  sheepskin  may  walk  in  the 
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palace  of  his  lord,  or  may  watch  by  his 
master's  gate,  but  no  feeling  in  his  breast 
tells  him  that  he  is  born  of  the  same  race,  or 
formed  for  the  same  purposes  ;  and  the  great 
lord,  knowing  his  superiority  of  birth,  edu- 
cation, and  descent,  looks  forth  on  his 
horde  of  slaves,  with  all  benignity,  and 
kind  attention;  but  it  is  the  affection  of  a 
good  heart,  for  a  noble  and  faithful  beast, 
whose  involuntary  service  may  sometimes 
command  the  solicitude  of  the  master,  but 
never  the  least  participation  in  a  single  right 
of  fellowship  or  friendship  :  but  more  of  this 
hereafter. 

From  the  Hermitage  we  walked  through 
the  Winter  Palace — that  far  famed  pile  of 
grandeur,  the  stories  of  whose  glory  have 
reached  the  ends  of  the  earth.  We  wan- 
dered through  suites  of  gorgeous  chambers, 


156  ST.   PETERSBURG 

galleries,  and  halls,  filled  with  marbles,  mala- 
chite, precious  stones  and  vases,  and  pictures 
of  many  of  the  great  generals  and  mighty 
men  of  Russia.  The  Empress's  drawing 
room  is  a  perfect  jewel  of  taste,  and  the 
Chapel,  St.  George's  Hall,  and  numbers  of 
gilded  chambers,  one  more  gorgeous  than 
another,  are  an  almost  wearying  succession  of 
magnificence,  This  vast  pile  is  said  to  con- 
tain five  thousand  people  when  the  court  is 
at  St.  Petersburg,  and  is  a  fitting  residence 
for  the  retinue  of  him  who  rules  absolutely 
over  a  seventh  of  the  habitable  globe.  It 
was  in  a  great  part  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1836.  The  fire  originated  in  the  flues 
used  for  heating  the  building,  and  burned  for 
some  days.  The  destruction  of  property  was 
immense;  but  in  two  years  it  was  restored 
to   its    former    magnificence,    and    is    now 
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perhaps   the    finest   royal  residence   in   the 
world. 

And  here  I  cannot  help  alluding  to  M.  de 
Custine's  story  of  the  rebuilding  of  this 
palace.  He  declares,  that  in  order  that  the 
great  structure  should  be  made  habitable  as 
soon  as  possible,  six  thousand  workmen  were 
daily  employed  in  the  interior,  which  was 
heated  to  the  height  of  thirty  degrees  Reau- 
mur, that  the  plastering  of  the  rooms  might 
be  quickly  dried.  The  consequence,  according 
to  that  veracious  author  was,  that  the  unfortu- 
nate labourers  died  in  great  numbers  from 
the  baneful  effects  of  the  over-heated  atmos- 
phere wherein  they  worked,  and  subse- 
quent exposure  to  the  intense  cold  of  a 
Russian  winter.  But  M.  de  Custine  does 
not  remember,  that  every  one  of  these  men, 
like  all  the  other  labourers  of  St.  Petersburg, 
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worked  of  his  own  free-will,  and  that  any 
of  them  might  have  quitted  this  fatal 
employment  at  a  short  notice. 

M.  de  Custine  probably  never  heard  of  a 
Russian  bath,  in  which  the  people  delight,  and 
that  they  think  it  a  great  pleasure  to  go  reek- 
ing from  the  vapour  as  hot  as  can  be  borne, 
to  plunge  into  cold  water,  or  even  roll  in  the 
snow  ;  and  he  does  not  perhaps  know,  that 
many  a  freeborn  Englishman  works  con- 
stantly in  the  close  galleries  of  deep  mines, 
where  the  air  is  loaded  with  noxious  vapour, 
and  where  the  height  of  temperature  is  some- 
times known  to  equal  that  of  the  chambers 
which  he  has  made  out  to  have  been  the 
tomb  of  so  many  thousand  serfs. 

But  my  readers  must  allow  me  to  tell  one 
trait  of  the  man,  whom  M.  de  Custine  has 
held  up,  as  the  decimator  of  his  subjects  and 
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for  the  gratification  of  whose  vanity  so  fearful 
a  crime  was  said  to  have  been  perpetrated.  The 
progress  of  the  flames  during  the  great  fire  of 
the  Winter  Palace  was  extremely  slow,  owing 
to  the  successful  exclusion  of  outward  air,  inso- 
much that  the  servants  and  firemen  had  time 
to  save  much  of  the  valuable  furniture,  and 
costly  ornaments,  contained  in  the  burning 
rooms.  The  heroic  devotion,  and  disregard  of 
danger  exhibited  by  these  men,  are  spoken  of 
in  glowing  terms,  by  all  who  were  witnesses 
of  the  devastation  of  that  fatal  night ;  and  it 
was  with  great  difficulty,  that  these  brave 
servants  could  be  prevented  from  recklessly 
endangering  their  lives  in  their  attempts  to 
save  the  property  of  their  master.  Some 
lives  were  lost,  whereupon  his  Majesty  issued 
strict  orders,  that  the  people  should  be 
absolutely    prevented     from     entering    the 
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burning  pile,  and  he  is  reported  to  have  said 
"  Let  it  burn  away,  let  it  all  go, —  but  let 
not  a  life  be  endangered  in  attempts  to  save 
the  comparatively  worthless  property !"  I 
have  heard  that  he  ordered  some  officers 
actually  to  smash  with  hammers  the  large 
mirrors,  in  order  to  prevent  the  soldiers  and 
people  from  making  any  attempts  to  save 
them  !  Is  it  likely  then  that  the  same  Prince 
could  have  in  cold  blood  ordained,  that  the 
same  people,  whose  safety  in  the  confusion 
of  the  conflagration  he  cared  for,  and  assured, 
should  be  sacrificed  by  thousands  to  gratify  a 
vain  desire  ?  The  Winter  Palace  was  certainly 
restored  in  an  incredibly  short  time,  but  I 
altogether  doubt  that  it  was  done  at  any 
extraordinary  sacrifice  of  life. 

The  above  story  was  related   to  me  by 
two  or  three  different  people,  Russians  and 
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foreigners,  and  is  so  well  known  at  St. 
Petersburg,  that  I  should  think  any  inquir- 
ing stranger  must  have  heard  it,  and  the 
author  of  "  Russia  in  39,"  must  have  pub- 
lished his  story  of  the  terrible  restoration 
of  the  palace,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the 
facts  of  the  conflagration,  which  however  he 
has  taken  care  to  keep  to  himself. 

There  is  a  telegraph  in  the  corner  of  the 
Winter  Palace,  close  to  the  Emperor's 
private  apartments,  by  means  of  which  he 
himself  transmits  his  orders,  to  Cronstadt, 
Peterhof,  &c. 

It  is  on  a  different  principle  from  ours, 
being  merely  two  hands,  on  a  white  dial  like 
that  of  a  clock,  and  it  works  at  night  by 
means  of  lamps,  fastened  to  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  hands,  which  gives  it  a  great 
superiority  over  the  French  and  English 
plan. 
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The  column  of  the  Emperor  Alexander 
stands  in  the  great  place,  formed  by  the 
south  fa9ade  of  the  Winter  Palace,  and  the 
buildings  of  the  Etat-Major.  The  shaft  is 
one  magnificent  block  of  red  granite,  sur- 
mounted by  an  angel  in  bronze,  bearing 
in  one  hand  or  rather  supporting  against  his 
shoulder  a  cross,  and  pointing  to  Heaven  with 
uplifted  arm.  The  column  is  one  of  the 
best  and  most  graceful  monuments  in  the 
city ;  it  was  erected  about  ten  years  ago  to 
the  memory  of  "  The  Amiable  Alexander," 
and  bears  the  simple  inscription,  "  To 
Alexander  the  First — Grateful  Russia."  A 
soldier  of  the  late  Emperor's  favourite  regi- 
ment mounts  guard  at  the  foot  of  the  noble 
monument,  raised  to  the  memory  of  his 
master,  and  they  still  wear  the  uniform  of 
the  period  of  the  Emperor's  death. 

It  was  designed  by  M.  Monferrand,  the 
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present  architect  of  the  Izaak  Church; 
though  the  whole  is  chaste  and  grand,  I 
cannot  exactly  see  why  the  Angel  is  emble- 
matical of  the  deeds  of  the  late  Emperor;  and 
a  stranger  ignorant  as  to  whose  memory  it 
had  been  erected,  would  suppose  it  rather 
to  be  a  monument  raised  to  the  virtues 
and  sufferings  of  a  martyr,  than  to  the 
glories  of  an  absolute  and  victorious 
prince. 

The  Taurida  Palace,  built  for  Potemkin 
by  Catherine  the  Second,  is  a  long,  low,  ugly 
building,  of  no  architectural  pretensions, 
situated  at  some  distance  from  the  Hermi- 
tage, and  facing  the  river.  Its  chief  curiosity 
is-  the  immense  ball-room,  and  winter  gar- 
den; this  enormous  hall,  320  feet  long 
by  about  70  broad,  contains  some  good 
copies    in    marble,    of    many   of  the    im- 
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mortal  statues  of  the  Palazzo  Vecchio,  and 
the  Vatican. 

One  side  of  this  spacious  room  opens 
on  an  immense  conservatory  wherein  are 
gravel  walks  of  considerable  extent,  and 
orange  trees  of  great  size.  The  fStes  given 
by  the  child  of  fortune,  in  such  a  room, 
must  have  realized  many  a  tale  of  enchant-  | 

ment,  and  the  revels  of  the  favourite  of  the 
great  Empress,  far  exceeded  in  magnificence  i 

any  entertainments  of  modern  days.  Thou- 
sands of  wax  candles  illuminated  the  fairy  \ 
scene ;  and  while,  without,  a  Russian  winter 
bound  in  frosty  fetters  every  generating  prin- 
ciple of  nature,  within,  a  profusion  of  tro- 
pical plants  and  flowers  were  blooming  -in 
all  the  fragrance  of  a  southern  evening,  and 
the  weary  revellers  reposed  under  the  spread- 
ing branches  of  the   orange  and  the  vine. 
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That  luxurious  conservatory  must  have  been 
a  wonderful  place  for  such  conversations  as 
have  been  common  to  ball  rooms  in  every 
age; 

"  For  there  the  courtier, 
He  might  transport  her" 

to  laurel  groves  and  shady  bowers  without 
incurring  the  risk  of  cold  and  rheumatism : 
and  I  am  doubtful  if,  even  in  the  fabled 
Groves  of  Blarney,  the  ardent  lover  would 
find  the  luxurious  wonders  of  the  place 
more  favourable  to  his  soft  suit,  than  in  the 
winter  garden  of  this  Paradise  of  Potemkin. 
But  decay  is  now  visible  in  every  part  of  the 
building,  and  the  stability  of  the  palace, 
seems  scarcely  greater,  than  was  the  endur- 
ance of  the  smiles  of  the  Imperial  giver. 
In   the   great    circular   hall,   there  is   at 
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present  a  most  beautiful  Prestol  or  standing 
place  of  the  Emperor,  presented  to  His 
Majesty  by  Demidoff,  which  will  eventually 
be  placed  in  the  Church  of  St.  Izaak ;  it  is 
a  small  temple  whose  dome  is  supported  by 
pillars  of  malachite,  and  the  pavement  is 
composed  of  rare  and  precious  marbles;  it 
is  a  beautiful  piece  of  Russian  workmanship, 
valued  at  some  immense  sum,  and  will  form 
a  part  of  the  riches  that  will  one  day  be 
collected  within  the  walls  of  the  metropolitan 
Church. 

The  Arsenal  of  St.  Petersburg  contains 
an  excellent  collection  of  ancient  arms,  and 
specimens  of  almost  every  instrument  that 
the  ingenuity  of  man  has  from  time  to  time 
invented  for  the  destruction  of  his  species, 
either  by  wholesale,  or  in  detail.  Infernal 
machines  of  most  elaborate  construction,  can- 
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non  of  leather,  wood,  and  iron,  short  guns, 
long  guns,  and  every  sort  of  diabolical 
implement,  of  ancient  and  modern  warfare, 
are  here  arranged  in  endless  variety.  Al- 
though the  Russian  labels  on  each  gave  us 
very  little  intelligence  of  their  particular 
histories,  we  were  greatly  edified  by  the 
display  of  such  a  mass  of  killing  tools. 

There  are  a  number  of  enormous  banners 
that  belonged  to  the  Strelitzes,  those  Ja- 
nissaries of  Russia,  whose  heads  Peter  the 
Great  amused  himself  with  cutting  off,  while 
drinking  his  wine  after  dinner: — a  bloody 
dessert,  which  he  insisted  on  the  foreign 
ambassadors  partaking  of  at  the  same 
time.  Here  is  also  a  chair  set  round  with 
pistols,  which  belonged  to  a  great  robber 
of  the  Caspian,  who  used  to  kill  the  subjects 
of  the   great   Peter,   for   a   length   of  time 
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with  impunity,  and  whose  walking  stick 
would  have  made  a  handy  cane  for  Goliath 
of  Gath.  He  slaughtered  a  whole  ship's 
crew  that  came  to  take  him,  but  "was  bowled 
out  at  last"  and  his  stool,  and  staff,  ac- 
companied his  head  to  St.  Petersburg. 

Here  numbers  of  suits  of  uniform  that 
belonged  to  dead  Emperors,  and  mighty 
men,  are  preserved  with  the  greatest  care; 
also  the  three  cornered  hat,  with  a  bullet 
hole  in  the  crown,  worn  by  Charles  XII, 
"  On  Pultava's  fatal  day."  Had  the  said  hole 
been  a  little  lower,  the  steed  of  the  royal 
Swede  that  night  by  himself  might 

"  Have  grazed  at  ease, 

"  Beyond  the  swift  Borysthenes," 

or  any  where  else  he  chose,  and  possibly 
we  might  never  have  heard  in  verse  of  the 
Hetman  Mazeppa. 
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The  funeral  car  which  brought  the 
remains  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  from 
the  south  of  Russia,  is  also  kept  here, 
together  with  a  number  of  models  of 
various  fortresses  taken  from  the  Turks  and 
Persians,  and  also  some  curious  figures 
representing  the  armed  warriors  of  the  wild 
tribes  of  the  Caspian  on  horseback.  Alto- 
gether the  collection  is  perfect  in  its  way ;  it 
contains  a  number  of  objects  of  great  histo- 
rical interest,  and  we .  found  it  better  worth 
seeing  than  almost  any  thiAg  we  visited  in 
St.  Petersburg, 

The  modern  Arsenal,  at  the  other  side  of 
the  street  is  completely  uninteresting,  and 
the  soldiers  who  shewed  us  the  ancient 
collection,  seemed  greatly  surprised  that  we 
would  not  wait  a  few  minutes  to  see 
a    steam-engine     of    twenty-horse     power,  • 

VOL.    I.  I 
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for  boring  guns,  put  in  motion,  which  is 
reckoned  a  great  wonder  in  this  place.  How- 
ever, we  told  them  that  we  had  already  seen 
a  great  many  much  larger  ones  in  different 
countries.  This  fact  they  seemed  very 
much  inclined  to  doubt ;  and  after  shaking 
their  heads  very  wisely,  they  bade  us  good 
morning,  evidently  considering  us  either 
very  learned  and  travelled  young  gentlemen, 
or  else  horrid  impostors — to  the  latter 
opinion,  I  rather  suspect  they,  after  mature 
consideration,  inclined. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Pavement  of  St.  Petersburg  —  Horrible  jolting  — 
A  drive  on  a  Droschky — Russian  Horses— Hackney 

*  Droschkies — Sufferings  of  the  coachmen  in  Winter — 
Climate  of  Russia — Monotony  of  the  cold  Season — 
Disadvantages  of  St.  Petersburg  as  a  commer- 
cial City — Anomalies  in  the  commercial  system  of 
Russia — English  Merchants  in  St.  Petersburg — Visit 
to  the  Camp  of  Crasnoe  Seloe — JQ  rainy  Review — 
Presentation  to  the  Emperor— Mounted  Circassians — 
Unpopularity  of  the  War  in  the  Caucasus — Bravery 
of  the  Circassians — Military  Manoeuvres — Russian 
troops. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE   CAMP. 

Multos  caetra  juvant,  et  lituo  tubae 
Permistus  sonitus,  bellaque  matribus 
Detestata — 

HORACE. 

One  great  draw-back  to  our  sight-seeing 
pleasures  in  St.  Petersburg  was  the  enormous 
distances  we  continually  had  to  go  from  place 
to  place ;  and  strangers  like  us,  whose  stay  is 
limited,  and  who  naturally  desire  to  see  every 
thing,  are  obliged  to  spend  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  in  their  carriages.  I  must  confess, 
that  I  like  walking  about  a  new  town  and 
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exploring  alone  on  foot  many  things  that 
would  otherwise  escape  notice ;  but  this  is 
impossible  here,  for  if  a  visit  has  to  be  paid 
in  the  islands  which  are  three  miles  from  the 
Galernoy,  or  English  Quay,  and  a  palace, 
church,  or  other  object  is  to  be  examined, 
the  day  is  almost  gone  before  much  is  done. 

We  therefore  invariably  found  ourselves 
soon  after  breakfast  in  a  cal&che,  (a  machine, 
like  a  cabriolet  on  four  wheels  with  two 
horses,  and  a  seat  before  for  the  driver,) 
bounding  over  the  uneven  pavement  of  St. 
Petersburg  under  the  exclusive  guidance  of 
our  valet  de  place,  who  always  made  us  do 
just  as  he  liked. 

There  is  no  country  in  the  world  that  has 
been  so  little  visited  as  Russia,  with  the 
spirit  of  Napoleon,  MacAdam,  Parnell,  or 
other  great  road  makers;   for  the  pavement 
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in  the  streets  of  the  towns  is  quite  in  propor- 
tion to  the  atrocity  of  the  highways  in  the 
country.  They  have  a  method  of  putting  all 
the  biggest  stones  in  lines  across  the  streets ; 
these  lines  intersect  one  another,  and  so 
form  squares,  whose  interiors  are  filled  with 
an  olla  podrida  of  paving  stones,  big  and 
little,  from  a  small  pebble  to  a  small  rock.  The 
whole  is  laid  on  a  thin  strata  of  gravel,  and 
not  hammered  together  with  any  care,  so 
that  in  a  short  time  the  smaller  stones  dis- 
appear, and  disjointed  boulders  are  left 
sticking  up  in  every  direction.  They  are 
evidently  obliged  to  repair  this  vile  pavement 
constantly,  for  in  almost  every  street,  we  saw 
workmen  employed  in  laying  down  this  bone- 
shaking  invention,  and  the  only  time  when  it  is 
possible  to  drive  over  it  with  comfort  is  when 
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it    is  just    finished,    and    the    inequalities 
are  covered  with  a  thick  coat  of  gravel. 

They  say  that  they  are  now  greatly  im- 
proved in  this  branch  of  municipal  economy  ; 
but  I  hear  that  twenty  years  ago,  the  shocks 
experienced  in  driving  through  the  streets  of 
St.  Petersburg  were  so  terrific,  that  the 
coachmen  were  generally  strapped  to  their 
boxes.  I  hardly  know  whether  I  ought  to 
put  this  story  in  print,  as  I  told  it  last  night 
to  some  young  ladies,  who  all  seemed  dread- 
fully incredulous,  declaring  that  the  age 
of  travellers'  wonders  had  not  yet  passed,  and 
that  Gulliver,  had  been  written  in  vain : — 
so  pray  behave  better,  kind  reader,  and 
believe  all  I  tell  you,  for  I  should  be  very 
unhappy,  if  I  thought  that  you  could  so  far 
distrust    your    author,    as   to   think   for    a 
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moment,  that  such  vehicles  must  have  be- 
longed to  the  establishment  of  the  great  Baron 
Munchausen,  or  that  I  have  a  personal  spite 
against  the  paving  board  of  St.  Petersburg. 

If  you  ever  go  to  Russia,  try  a  gallop  over 
the  stones,  and  your  aching  bones  will  soon 
attest  the  probability  of  hiy  story.  So  joking 
apart,  I  tell  you  that  I  heard  it  gravely 
asserted  that  the  coachmen  of  St.  Peters- 
burg were,  in  old  times,  always  lashed  to 
the  driving  seat ;  and  really  there  are  still 
some  streets  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town 
through  which  no  coachman,  even  one 
gifted  with  a  centre  of  gravity  of  London 
proportions,  could  drive  fast  without  being 
hurled  from  his  bad  eminence. 

But  the  way  really  to  enjoy  the  ups  and 
downs  uf  life  in  St.  Petersburg,  is  to  take  a 
drive  in  a   droschky ;     this   is  a  diabolical 
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mode  of  conveyance,  as  the  little  springs  are 
generally  made  so  strong,  in  order  to  bear  the 
terrible  bumping  they  are  obliged  to  undergo, 
that  they  only  communicate  a  sort  of  twitter- 
ing motion,  that  gives  to  an  unexperienced 
person  the  feeling  that  his  whole  body  is 
about  to  follow  the  example  of  his  feet,  and  is 
going  to  sleep.  But  these  little  machines  are 
exceedingly  picturesque,  and  when  drawn  by 
a  fine  horse,  I  know  of  no  carriage  more 
graceful  in  its  proportions ;  however  I 
think  it  pleasanter  to  draw  them  in  a  des- 
cription, or  a  picture,  than  to  be  drawn  by 
them  over  the  different  hills  and  hollows  of 
a  St.  Petersburg  pavement.  In  a  common 
droschky,  on  whose  narrow  bench  the  travel- 
ler rides  astride,  he  is  frequently  pitched  right 
against  the  garlic  loving  coachman,  who  sits 
just  before  him ;  and  is  generally,  before  he 
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can  recover  his  seat  assisted  back  to  his 
proper  place  by  the  next  rut.  Altogether  I 
should  advise  my  friends  who  go  to  Russia, 
to  take  a  drive  in  a  droschky  soon  after  their 
arrival,  in  order  to  try  these  northern  "  boun- 
ders ;",  but  I  think  that  they  will,  like  the 
courtly  Chesterfield,  ask  afterwards,  whether 
a  man  ever  underwent  the  operation  twice. 

The  Russian  horses  surprised  me  greatly, 
as  they  are  generally  very  handsome,  and 
seem  well  bred.  They  bear  the  strongest 
marks  of  Arab  descent,  and  though  some- 
times light  in  the  carcase,  they  have  excellent 
heads  and  limbs,  and  frequently  magnificent 
trotting  action.  This  is  the  great  merit  of  a 
Russian  steed,  and  I  should  think  that  they 
almost  rival  the  Americans  in  the  per- 
fection to  which  they  have  brought  this 
pace.     In    winter   there   is  a  great  rivalry 
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among  the  dandies  of  St.  Petersburg,  about 
their  sledge  horses,  and  the  most  enormous 
prices  are  given  for  a  first  rate  trotteur.  The 
pace  they  go  is  wonderful,  and  the  horse 
that  generaUy  gallops  along  side,  more  for 
show  than  for  use,  sometimes  finds  it  difficult 
to  keep  up  with  one  of  these  noble  creatures. 
The  wooden  arch  over  the  neck  is  very  light 
and  graceful,  and  altogether  a  regular  Rus- 
sian turn  out,  in  either  droschky  or  sledge 
is  very  pretty  to  look  at ;  but  as  far  as  com- 
fort is  concerned,  very  indifferent. 

The  hackney  droschkies  of  St.  Petersburg 
have  no  fixed  tariff  of  prices,  and  a  regular 
bargain  is  always  entered  into  before  they  start. 
I  was  often  greatly  amused  at  the  manoeuvres 
of  the  drivers  to  gain  a  few  more  copecks : 
they  come  galloping  up  when  they  are  called  ; 
but    if  they  think  they   have   a    chance   of 
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obtaining  more  than  is  at  first  offered, 
they  will  go  on  a  little  way,  or  turn  round  a 
corner,  to  see  whether  the  man  who  wishes 
to  have  the  honor  of  being  driven  by  them 
is  tired  or  not;  but  if  they  see  him  still 
walking  on  stoutly,  they  soon  come  back 
again,  when  an  agreement  is  generally  made, 
and  away  they  go  with  their  fare.  Boxes 
are  placed  in  most  of  the  streets  for  them 
to  feed  their  horses  at,  and  they  generally 
sleep  in  summer  curled  up  on  the  little  bench 
which  forms  the  seat  of  the  carriage;  but 
this  is  a  liberty  they  dare  not  take  in 
winter,  as,  from  the  intense  cold,  they  would 
most  probably  awake  in  another  world. 

When  the  frost  regularly  sets  in,  the 
coachmen  of  St.  Petersburg  lead  a  very 
severe  life,  for  though  there  are  large  fires 
made  in  the  open  streets  near  the  theatres, 
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and  other  places  of  public  resort,  they  suffer 
dreadfully,  and  are  sometimes  known  to 
fall  victims  to  the  intense  cold.  The  little 
postillions  who  ride  the  leaders  of  the  car- 
riages of  the  great,  have  the  hardest  time 
of  it,  for  they  are  obliged  to  stay  with  the 
equipage  while  the  coachman  goes  to  warm 
himself,  and  I  am  told  that  they  are  often 
seen  sitting  on  the  step  of  a  door,  rolled  up 
like  a  hedge  hog,  in  the  vain  endeavour 
to  obtain  sufficient  heat  to  keep  them 
alive;  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  the 
poor  little  vorreiter,  dead  at  his  post,  when 
the  carriage  is  called  to  take  the  gay  beauty 
home,  from  a  night  of  revelry. 
'  The  climate  of  Russia  will  always  be  the 
principal  impediment  to  her  advancement 
and  greatness :  for  six  months  in  the  year 
commerce,  agriculture,  and  military  manoeu- 
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vrea  are  quite  impossible ;  the  frozen  river 
only  serves  as  a  promenade  for  the  gay  and 
pleasure-loving  part  of  the  community,  the 
earth  is  bound  in  icy  hardness,  and  the 
soldier  is  seldom  exercised  except  in  a  riding 
school.  All  communication  by  sea  is  com- 
pletely cut  off;  the  state  of  the  roads  is 
sometimes  very  uncertain,  and  a  journey  in 
a  sledge  is  not  always  possible,  even  in  the. 
depth  of  winter ;  so  with  such  terrible 
obstacles  to  encounter,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at,  that  Russia  cannot  keep  pace  with 
other  nations  in  their  onward  march  towards 
complete  civilization,  and  the  long  confine- 
ment, dreariness,  and  perpetual  monotony  of 
a  northern  winter  must  have  effect  on  the 
temperament  and  constitution  of  all  who  are 
subjected  thereto. 

Skating  may  be  great  fun,  and  driving  a 
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sledge  a  very  pleasant  amusement,  but 
when  a  man  lives  for  six  months  without 
seeing  a  green  spot,  or  a  flowing  stream, 
his  temper,  and  disposition  must  become 
languid,  for  outward  objects,  climate,  and 
scenery,  have  always  had  great  influence 
on  the  constitutions  of  the  human  race. 
Peter  the  Great  wanted  a  port,  and  a  port 
he  made,  at  an  enormous  sacrifice;  but  it 
never  will  possess  half  the  advantages  in  a 
commercial  or  political  point  of  view  of 
any  of  the  fourth  rate  harbours  of  Europe ; 
and  a  slight  bustle  of  trade,  for  four  or 
five  months  in  the  year,  is  all  the  reward 
that  the  children  of  the  first  Emperor  will 
eter  reap  from  his  unparalleled  and 
almost  supernatural  exertions. 

The     government    of    Russia    does    not 
appreciate    even    the    value    of    the    little 
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trade  they  already  possess;  the  baneful 
effects  of  monopoly  is  severely  felt,  as  an 
insuperable  bar  to  speculation ;  and  the 
merchants  of  St.  Petersburg  complain 
sadly  of  the  great  inattention  of  the  govern- 
ment to  their  interests.  Under  a  more 
enlightened,  commercial  policy,  the  expor- 
tation of  corn  would  be  enormous,  and 
the  consequent  return  of  foreign  fabrics 
would  pour  wealth  and  comfort  into  the 
country.  In  no  nation  is  protection  of 
home  manufactures  carried  to  a  greater 
extent,  and  the  immense  distance  that 
some  of  the  internal  productions  have  to 
be  brought,  renders  the  consumption  very 
limited,  and  the  objects  themselves  very 
dear.  Thus  iron  could  be  imported  from 
England  at  an  infinitely  lower  rate  than 
it  can  be  brought   from   the   interior,   and 
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it  is  a  curious  specimen  of  clumsy  legisla- 
tion, and  the  imperfect  development  of 
their  system ;  that  while  unwrought  foreign 
iron  is  absolutely  prohibited,  manufactured 
iron  is  allowed  to  come  in,  free  of  duty, 
although  the  foundries  of  St.  Petersburg 
are  quite  equal  to  perform  any  work  of 
the  kind,  however  elaborate. 

So  many  anomalies  exist  in  the  com- 
mercial system  of  Russia,  that  speculation 
is  cramped;  and  either  from  incompetency 
or  from  negligence,  the  government  does 
not  seem  to  intend  to  take  any  steps  to 
remove  the  disabilities  that  the  merchants 
of  the  country  at  present  labour  under. 
All  the  luxuries,  and  many  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life  are  as  dear  in  St.  Peters- 
burg as  in  London,  the  reason  of  this  I 
cannot  comprehend,  as   the  general  rate  of 
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duty  is  very  little  higher ;  but  I  fancy  that 
the  real  secret  of  the  unhealthy  state  of 
the  commercial  interest  in  Russia  is  the 
incompetency  of  the  rulers  to  legislate 
properly  in  this  most  important  branch  of 
political  economy ;  and  it  is  impossible  that 
men  totally  unacquainted  with  the  common- 
est details  of  trade,  can  devise  measures 
that  would  in  any  way  rectify  the  nume- 
rous disadvantages  of  the  present  system. 

To  be  a  successful  minister  of  com- 
merce requires  early  devotion  to  business, 
and  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  intri- 
cacies of  that  most  difficult  subject — 
two  qualities  that  have  seldom  been  pos- 
sessed in  a  very  eminent  degree  by  a 
Russian  statesman;  and  as  long  as  the 
government   of  the  country    is  entirely   in 
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the  hands  of  men  selected  mostly  from 
the  highest  class  of  the  nobles,  a  really 
enlightened  commercial  minister  will  in 
vain  be  hoped  for. 

A  great  number  of  the  merchants  of 
St.  Petersburg  are  English :  their  ships 
crowd  the  docks  and  harbour  of  Cronstadt ; 
and  I  hear  that  their  national  aptitude  for. 
commerce  enables  them,  even  here,  to 
realize  a  very  fair  return  for  their  indus- 
trious labours.  German  and  other  foreign 
traders  abound,  and  I  really  believe  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  commerce  of  the 
town  is  in  the  hands  of  strangers,  of 
course  naturalized  in  the  country,  but  still 
natives  of  other  lands. 

During  the  first  week  of  our  stay,  we 
were  invited  to  assist  at  a  manoeuvre  held 
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near  the  camp  of  Crasnoe  Seloe,  where 
we  were  also  promised  the  long  wished 
for  honour  of  being  presented  to  the 
Emperor  Nicholas.  We  set  out  on  Thurs- 
day evening  in  a  carriage  with  four 
horses  abreast,  and  drove  to  the  village — 
a  distance  of  about  twenty-five  miles. 
We  found  lodgings  prepared  for  us  in 
the  house  generally  allotted  to  the  corps 
diplomatique,  where  every  thing  was  pro- 
vided that  we  could  possibly  require.  The 
Swedish  Chargd  d' Affaires  Baron  V. 
kindly  took  us  under  his  care,  and  told 
us  many  things  that  were  of  great  use  to 
us. 

We  rose  at  five  in  the  morning,  and 
our  horror  was  inexpressible  when  the  first 
object  that  greeted  our  opening  eyes  was 
a    most    determined    pour   down    of  rain, 
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which  seemed  to  have  every  intention  of 
lasting  all  day;  however  we  got  up  and 
dressed  ourselves;  at  half-past  six  an 
aide-de-camp  came,  when  we  mounted 
with  the  greatest  resignation  the  horses 
provided  for  us.  I  certainly  thought  that 
this  was  to  be  the  last  day  of  our  uniforms, 
as  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents,  and  I 
had  no  cloak  that  would  go  over  my 
epaulettes.  After  waiting  some  time  in  a 
small  hospital  at  the  camp,  as  the 
manoeuvre  was  deferred  in  consequence 
of  the  wet,  the  Emperor  who  had  spent 
the  night  in  a  little  tent  close  by,  came 
out,  and  got  on  horseback.  Every  one 
immediately  followed  his  example,  and  we 
were  presented  in  a  dirty  lane,  in  the 
middle  of  the  heaviest  part  of  the  day's 
rain.      His  Majesty  said  a  few  kind  words 
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to  us,  and  then  rode  on,  followed  by  his 
whole  staff  and  the  small  regiment  of 
four  hundred  Circassians,  in  their  picturesque 
dresses  and  mounted  on  their  shaggy  little 
horses. 

These  mountaineers  are  as  wild  in  appear- 
ance and  costume  as  the  animals  they  be- 
stride ;  and  as  the  day  was  so  wet  they  were 
enveloped  in  their  large,  hooded,  bournouse 
looking  cloaks,  under  which  they  carried  their 
bows,  quivers,  yataghans  and  other  arms. 
I  did  not  see  them  perform  any  of  their 
feats  of  horsemanship;  but  I  heard  that 
their  peculiar  exercises  are  not  at 
all  formidable  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  and  partake  very  much  of  the 
nature  of  "The  Scenes  in  the  Circle"  seen 
at  Astky's  or  Franconi's.  I  was  told  that 
the  greater   number  of  those  we   saw  on 
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this  day  were  people  of  considerable  rank 
among  their  own  tribes,  and  ought  to  be 
considered  more  as  hostages  than  soldiers 
of  the  Imperial  army.  They  looked  sorrow- 
ful but  savage ;  and  I  fancied  that  as  they 
sat  on  their  horses  beneath  the  pouring 
rain  of  that  northern  climate,  they  appeared 
forlorn  and  desolate,  thinking  probably  of 
their  distant  sunny  valleys  and  mountain 
homes,  where  the  only  right  recognized 
was  that  enforced  by  their  own  strong 
arms, — rights  that  they  have  so  long 
successfully  defended,  and  for  which  at  that 
moment  their  brethren  of  the  Caucasus 
were  gallantly  fighting  in  desperate  combat 
with  the  comrades  of  these,  their  present 
fellow-soldiers  in  the  corps  of  the  Imperial 
guard.  The  Emperor  seemed  to  treat  them 
with  all   honour,   and  two   Circassian  trum- 
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peters  were  close  to  him  the  whole  day, 
and  gave  all  the  signals  on  their  long 
semi-circular  horns. 

The  war  in  the  Caucasus  is  decidedly 
unpopular  in  Russia,  both  on  account  of 
the  ill-8ucces6  that  has  hitherto  attended 
her  arms  in  that  quarter,  and  the  banish- 
ment that  it  entails  on  the  officers  who 
serve  in  the  army.  It  is  not  considered 
an  honour  to  he  thus  sent  on  active 
service ;  it  is  rather  regarded  in  the 
light  of  a  punishment,  and  is  occasionally 
used  hy  the  government  as  such.  From 
what  I  heard  in  St.  Petersburg,  I  suspect 
that  the  hosts  yearly  employed  in  the 
Caucasus  are  not  by  any  means  composed 
of  the  flower  of  the  Russian  army,  and  I 
remarked  that  it  was  frequently  said,  that 
Prince   such   a   one,  or  Count  so  and   so, 
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had  been  sent  to  fight  in  the  South,  for 
some  trifling  peccadillo,  or  breach  of  Im- 
perial etiquette.  It  is  not  always  therefore 
to  an  officer's  praise,  that  it  is  said,  that 
he  has  been  sent  to  the  Caucasus,  and  if 
not  looked  upon  as  a  stigma,  it  is  decidedly 
considered  a  bore. 

Russia  has  already  wasted  a  vast  amount 
of  treasure,  and  an  incalculable  number  of 
lives  in  vain  endeavours  to  subdue  these 
hardy  mountaineers,  whose  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  freedom  have  been  almost  super- 
natural; for  though  the  whole  population 
of  the  region  wherein  the  war  has  been 
carried  on  little  exceeds  a  million,  yet  for 
a  number  of  years  they  have  succeeded 
in  retaining  their  independence,  and  have 
not  only  defied,  but  actually  beaten  armies 
whose    numbers    equalled    a    tenth   of   the 
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population  of  the  whole  province.  Little  is 
known  in  Europe  of  the  actual  state  of 
things  in  those  distant  regions;  but  the 
intelligence  that  reaches  our  ears  only 
confirms  the  general  opinion,  that  the  war  is 
unnecessary  and  unjust.  It  has  now  become 
a  useless  war  of  extermination,  for  were 
the  Caucasus  to  become  a  part  of  Russia 
to-morrow,  it  would  add  little  to  her  im- 
portance or  power;  it  is  certainly  the  high 
road  to  Persia,  and  Circassia  once  quieted, 
the  Black  Eagle  might  wave  triumphant 
as  it  has  done  once  lately,  on  real  orien- 
tal soil.  But  tottering  as  the  Persian 
Empire  is,  I  hardly  think  that  she  can  so 
soon  fall  an  unresisting  prey  to  her  ancient 
enemy,  and  there  are  too  many  powerful 
interests  involved  in  her  integrity,  to  allow 
of  her  becoming  a  tributary  to  Russia. 
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However,  while  the  Circassian  holds 
his  hills  as  his  own  free  land,  there 
is  little  danger  of  his  mountain  passes 
being  made  a  path  to  Eastern  conquest, 
and  the  events  of  the  last  autumn,  will, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  shew  the  Russian 
government  the  impossibility  of  gaining  a 
province,  the  inhabitants  of  which  inherit 
with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  their  own 
peculiar  mode  of  warfare,  an  ancient  and 
inveterate  hatred  of  that  power  whose 
mightiest  armies  have  failed  in  every  com- 
bat, and  succeeded  in  nought  but  the 
desolation  of  their  country. 

But  to  return  to  our  review.  Hav- 
ing ridden  about  three  miles,  we  met 
some  regiments,  who  were  marching  to- 
wards the  ground  appointed  for  the  ma- 
noeuvre, and  shortly   after  the  Grand  Duke, 
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Cesarewitch,  who  commanded  one  division 
of  the  army  rode  up,  followed  by  his  staff, 
and  embraced  his  father  with  great 
warmth.  After  conversing  for  a  few 
minutes,  they  separated,  and  the  manoeuvre 


The  army,  which  was  entirely  composed 
of  the  corps  of  the  guard  fifty-six  thousand 
strong,  was  divided  into  two  parts  ;  one 
of  thirty  thousand  men  being  commanded  by 
His  Majesty,  and  the  other  by  the  Grand 
Duke  Cesarewitch ;  the  Emperor's  army 
was  supposed  to  be  in  full  retreat, 
hotly  pursued  by  the  Grand  Duke;  no 
plan  of  operation  appeared  to  be  deter- 
mined upon  between  the  two  Generals 
before-hand,  but  each  manoeuvred  his  army 
,  as  circumstances  required;  twelve  general 
officers  officiated  as  judges,   and  were   sup- 
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posed  to  give  their  opinions  as  to  the 
quality  of  each  movement.  Altogether  it 
gave  us  an  excellent  idea  of  what  a  real 
battle  must  be,  as  each  army  acted  inde- 
pendently of  one  another,  and  the  two 
commanders  seemed  to  move  their  great 
masses  of  men,  like  pieces  on  a  chess-board, 
each  playing  as  best  he  might. 

All  the  circumstance  and  minutiae  of  a 
great  battle  were  here  practised.  The 
pickets  were  first  driven  in  by  the 
skirmishers,  a  few  horse  charged  through 
the  light  troops,  the  heavy  guns  of  the  pur- 
sued opened  upon  the  advancing  columns, 
and  still  retreating  took  advantage  of 
every  undulation  of  the  ground  to  pour 
in  their  fire  ;  while  under  the  protection 
of  each  battery  the  infantry  advanced  or  re- 
treated with  all  the  precision  of  a  common 
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review.  As  far  as  we  could  see,  the 
heights  were  covered  with  great  moving 
bodies,  clouds  of  Cossacks  hovered  on  each 
flank,  the  heavy  artillery  thundered  along 
the  line,  the  cavalry  charged  repeatedly 
in  different  quarters,  and  above  all,  the 
din  and  tumult  of  this  mimic  fight,  the 
clear  tenor  voice  of  the  Emperor  was 
heard  as  he  gave  the  different  words  of 
command  with  wonderful  distinctness. 

The  manoeuvre  lasted  about  four  hours, 
and  the  retreating  army  must  have  passed 
over  about  five  miles  of  ground.  The 
Emperor  galloped  back  to  the  village 
as  hard  as  he  could  go,  the  staff  following 
as  best  they  could,  a  mode  of  proceed- 
ing which  did  not  appear  to  suit  the 
ideas  of  many  of  the  officers  who 
were     not    quite    at   home    on    horseback, 
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and  who  evidently  were  very  tired  of  it. 
When  we  reached  Crasnoe  Seloe,  the  weather 
was  terrible,  the  wind  and  rain  had  never 
ceased  during  the  entire  day;  we  were 
therefore  in  a  miserable  plight  of  wet 
and  mud  when  we  arrived  at  our  quar- 
ters. 

The  troops  of  the  guard  which  we, saw 
this  day,  were  certainly  magnificent, 
and  fifty-six  thousand  men  whose  general 
height  is  not  more  than  an  inch  and  a 
half  under  the  standard  of  our  guards, 
and  whose  drill  is  said  to  be  as  near  per- 
fection as  possible,  is  a  wonderful  specimen 
of  a  small  part  of  a  nation's  army;  but 
we  must  remember,  that  these  are  the 
picked  troops  of  a  host  whose  numbers 
are  rated  at  eight  hundred  thousand,  but 
which  are  generally  supposed  to  amount  to 
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nearly  a  million,  and  that  all  the  energies 
of  one  of  the  greatest  soldiers  of  the  age 
have  for  many  years  been  devoted  to  its 
organization. 

Although  I  bore  the  uniform  of  the  Kil- 
dare  Militia  bravely  through  the  day,  and  I 
hope  supported  the  renown  of  that  ancient 
and  distinguished  corps,  I  cannot  say  that 
I  am  much  of  a  soldier,  so  do  not  pretend 
to  give  any  opinion  concerning  the  military 
perfections  of  the  great  army  that  we  saw 
at  the  camp  of  Crasnoe  Seloe;  but  I  was 
told  by  an  officer  of  our  guards,  whom  I 
met  afterwards  in  St.  Petersburg,  that  he 
never  saw  steadier  infantry,  and  that  the 
excessive  precision  of  all  their  movements 
surprised  him  greatly.  Their  guns  seemed 
to  be  mostly  heavier  than  ours,  and  the 
artillery   and   cavalry    were   both   very   well 
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mounted,  and  far  superior  to  most  of  the 
foreign  troops  I  have  seen. 

His  Majesty  dearly  loves  his  reviews, 
and  in  summer  gives  himself  up  en- 
tirely to  his  troops ;  he  spends  three  or 
four  days  of  every  week  in  the  camp, 
and  constantly  has  every  regiment  out  in 
detail  to  what  they  call  exercises.  He 
marches  them  all  over  the  country;  and 
soon  after  we  left  the  besieged  town  of  Narva, 
a  hundred  miles  from  Crasnoe  Seloe,  with 
eighty  thousand  men ! 

His  I.  H.  the  Grand  Duke  Michael  always 
assists  at  these  manoeuvres  both  in  quality 
of  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  artillery,  and 
as  one  of  the  judges  of  manoeuvre;  the 
imperial  family  partake  of  all  the  temporary 
hardships  of  the  mimic  campaign,  and  con- 
stantly live  for  days  in   a   little  tent  about 
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twelve  feet  square.  The  military  ardour 
extends  to  all  grades  in  Russia,  and  little 
is  talked  of  in  summer  among  the  gentle- 
men of  St.  Petersburg,  but  "pipe  clay" 

As  soon  as  we  were  dry  and  warmed, 
we  returned  to  St,  Petersburg  delighted 
with  this,  to  us,  novel  spectacle,  and  only 
bemoaning  the  wet  and  mud  which  made 
us  wonder  whether  our  coats  would  ever 
become  red  again. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE   SCHOOLS. 

Que  la  crainte  de  Dieu  et  une  solide  et  patriotique 
instruction  soient  la  base  de  toutes  les  esperances 
d'amelioration,  le  premier  devoir  de  toutes  les  classes. — 

MANIFESTO    OF   THB    EMPEROR   NICHOLAS,  JULY    13, 
1826. 

We  went  -  one  day  to  the  Academy  of 
the  corps  des  mines,  where  young  men  who 
are  intended  for  the  superintendence  of  the 
government  mines  are  instructed  in  the 
different  branches   of  their  profession.     In 
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this  institution,  they  are  taught  all  the 
science  that  bears  upon  the  occupation  they 
are  destined  for;  they  are  then  sent  with 
the  grade  of  officers  to  take  charge  of  the 
mines,,  having  received  the  advantages  of 
an  excellent  general  education,  as  well  as 
perfect  instruction  in  mineralogy,  geology, 
chemistry,  &c. 

There  is  in  this  college  a  most  mag- 
nificent collection  of  minerals,  the  produce 
of  the  different  mines  in  Russia.  It  is  con* 
sidered  the  finest  in  Europe,  and  contains 
a  number  of  precious  stones,  with  some 
masses  of  gold  and  platina  of  immense 
size .  One  lump  of  native  gold  is  said  to 
weigh  twenty-nine  pounds,  and  is  valued  at 
£26,200;  there  are  also  a  perfect  rock  of 
malachite  weighing   three    thousand    seven 
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hundred  pounds,  some  immense  emeralds  and 
beryls,  and  a  host  of  mineralogical  trea- 
sures. 

Russia  at  present  produces  a  great 
quantity  of  gold  of  the  best  quality;  it  is 
found  at  the  base  of  the  Oural  moun- 
tains, in  a  strata  of  clay  immediately  below 
the  surface;  the  soil  is  dug  out,  and  by 
repeated  washings,  the  gold  is  extracted 
from  it  without  difficulty.  We  saw  models 
of  the  mines,  or  rather  trenches,  from 
whence  these  riches  are  raised,  and  also  a 
fine  collection  of  models  of  all  machinery 
commonly  employed  in  the  different  mines 
of  the  Oural  and  Altai  mountains. 

The  students  in  these  schools  do  not 
confine  their  scientific  researches  to  books 
and  upper  air,  for  a  series  of  vaulted 
passages  beneath  the  building,  represent  the 
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galleries  of  copper  and  coal  mines;  the 
sides  and  ceilings  of  these  vaults  are 
covered  with  a  composition  of  real  clay, 
said  to  have  been  brought  from  the  dis- 
tant mines,  though  to  my  eye  it  vastly 
resembled  painted  mud ;  these  dark  passages 
were  uncommonly  cold,  and  cannot  I  think 
materially  assist  the  studies  of  the  future 
miner.  We  were  taken  down  into  a  place 
like  a  cellar,  where  wax  candles  were  lighted 
and  given  to  us  with  great  solemnity ;  but 
after  shivering  in  the  dark  mock  mines 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  we 
both  agreed  that  these  dismal  vaults  would 
be  much  better  employed  were  they  put 
to  their  more  natural  use ;  and  that  bins 
well  stored  with  the  fair  juice  of  the  grape 
would  be  more  in  character  with  their 
position.  I  should  not  wonder  if  the  majority 
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of  the  students  would  agree  with  our  sage 
opinion. 

We  went  on,  after  our  liberation  from 
the  mines,  to  the  "Academy  of  Arts," 
wherein  is  contained  a  quantity  of  pictures 
and  curiosities;  none  of  these  are  of  any 
note  except  the  picture  of  the  "Last  day 
of  Pompeii"  by  Bruloff,  a  Russian  painter, 
the  only  one  of  his  fraternity  who  has  risen 
to  eminence  in  the  art.  The  picture  is 
very  large,  and  entirely  covers  one  side  of 
a  good  sized  room ;  though  the  composition 
is  fine  and  poetic,  the  colouring  I  thought 
was  most  disagreeable,  and  a  ghastly  hue 
pervades  every  face  in  the  picture.  The 
Russians  are  very  proud  of  this  performance, 
and  numbers  of  students  are  constantly  en- 
gaged in  copying  it  in  different  sizes ;  but  I 
could  not  admire  it  except   as  being   the 
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sole  specimen  of  any  merit  existing  of  the 
Russian  school. 

The  muses  have  not  yet  reached  Russia 
in  a  body;  perhaps  they  may  think  both 
the  climate  and  the  people  rather  cold; 
the  progress  of  the  fine  arts  in  the  North 
is  therefore  quite  imaginary.  The  national 
disposition  is  to  imitate ;  this  quality  they , 
possess  to  perfection ;  but  they  cannot 
invent,  and  all  persons  who  know  them 
well,  concur  in  saying,  that  as  a  nation 
they  are  peculiarly  quick  in  learning  any 
art;  but  a  Russian  must  be  taught  every 
thing,  and  he  has  been  rarely  known  to 
originate  a  useful  invention,  or  design  a 
great  work. 

The  greater  number  of  public  under- 
takings are  contracted  for,  and  carried  on 
by  foreigners.     A   Frenchman   is   the   first 
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architect  of  St.  Petersburg  ;  an  Italian  the 
best  modeller;  an  American  the  head  en- 
gineer of  the  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg 
railway,  and  a  Scotchman  the  only  great 
iron  founder  in  the  city.  Therefore,  in 
giving  the  Russian  all  credit  for  his  in- 
telligence in  imitation  and  his  quickness 
of  perception,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  my 
assertion,  that  there  is  a  great  absence  of 
originality  in  his  national  character.  This 
is  the  more  to  be  wondered  at  as  they 
possess  great  educational  advantages  :  for 
government  schools  and  colleges  conducted  on 
most  enlightened  principles  are  established 
in  all  the  principal  towns  of  the  Empire. 

The  department  of  government  directed 
by  the  minister  of  instruction  includes  the 
regulation   of  public   and  private   education 
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in  schools,  and  domestic  instruction.  The 
management  of  the  Imperial  Academy, 
all  scientific  societies,  Libraries,  &c.  and 
the  censure  of  all  works,  Russian,  and 
foreign. 

The  institutions  established  for  public 
instruction  by  government  are;  first,  parish 
schools  for  the  lower  classes,  maintained  in 
towns  at  the  expense  of  government,  and  in 
the  country  at  the  charge  of  the  proprietor  of 
the  land.  They  are  under  the  immediate 
surveillance  of  the  priest  of  the  parish  ;  and 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  religion 
are  the  only  subjects  taught  therein.  In 
towns  these  schools  are  kept  open  during 
the  whole  year;  but  in  the  country 
they  are  closed  for  the  summer  months, 
when   agriculture  occupies   the  whole  rural 
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population.  It  is  impossible  to  say  to 
what  extent  this  branch  of  education  is 
carried  on  in  the  country,  as  it  is  entirely 
at  the  will  of  the  proprietor,  that  the 
schools  are  established  and  maintained.  Their 
numbers,  in  consequence,  vary  considerably 
in  different  provinces. 

The  district  schools  are  open  to  all  classes, 
and  are  of  a  superior  order  to  the  in- 
stitutions last  mentioned.  They  are  in- 
tended for  the  instruction  of  the  children 
of  tradespeople  and  shopkeepers  in  towns 
or  cities,  and  are  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  government.  Five  professors 
are  attached  to  each:  one  for  catechism, 
one  for  the  Russian  tongue,  one  for 
arithmetic  and  geometry,  one  for  geography, 
and  history,  and  one  for  engrossing  and 
drawing.     The  pupils  must  read,  write,  and 
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understand   the   first   four   rules   of  arith- 
metic, before  they  can  be  admitted. 

Gymnasiums  are  colleges  established  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  education  to  those 
sons  of  gentlemen  who  cannot  continue 
their  studies  in  universities,  and  also  as 
preparatory  schools  for  those  who  intend 
to  enter  on  an  academic  course.  The 
course  of  study  is  said  to  embrace  all 
the  subjects  usually  taught  at  public 
schools  in  our  own  country,  and  a  gym- 
nasium ought  to  be  found  in  every  town 
of  government  in  the  Empire.  Pupils  edu- 
cated in  these  establishments  are  received 
into  public  service  with  the  rank  of  the 
14th  class.  A  boarding-school  for  the  sons 
of  nobility  is  attached  to  each  gymnasium ; 
these  pupils  only  mix  with  the  general 
classes  in  school  hours,   and  directors  and 
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masters  are  retained  for  their  especial 
surveillance. 

The  universities  of  the  Empire  are  five 
in  number,  namely  those  of  Moscow,  St. 
Petersburg,  Dorpat,  Kasan,  and  Kharkoff, 
to  these  I  believe  may  be  added,  the  in- 
stitution of  St  Vladimir  at  Kiev.  Every 
university  contains  three  faculties;  viz.— 
those  of  philosophy,  jurisprudence,  and 
medicine^  Professors  and  lecturers  are  em- 
ployed for  each  department,  the  whole 
being  under  the  direction  of  a  curator  or 
rector.  The  course  of  study  occupies  a 
period  of  four  years,  when  the  pupils  leave 
with  the  rank  of  the  12th  class,  and  are 
eligible  as  officers  of  the  army,  or  as  em- 
ploy  is  in  the  civil  service  of  the  Empire. 

This  is  a  short  outline  of  the  system 
of   public   instruction    pursued  in  Russia; 
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I  fear  that  though  the  theory  is  so  good, 
and  the  whole  so  well  devised,  the  plan 
is  but  imperfectly  developed,  and  that 
general  public  education  has  not  been  as 
successful  as  these  details  would  lead  "the 
reader  to  imagine.  Krusenstern  says,  "  The 
application  of  general  measures  to  local 
exigencies,  has  been  in  all  times  one  of 
the  principal  difficulties  that  the  admi- 
nistration has  had  to  contend  with,  in  the 
cares  which  she  has  not  ceased  to  extend 
to  the  progress  of  public  instruction.  To 
teach  the  same  objects,  and  after  the  same 
manner,  on  the  banks  of  the  Dwina,  and 
the  Kama,  on  the  coasts  of  the  Baltic, 
and  the  shores  of  the  Caspian ;  to  submit 
to  one  plan,  and  one  form,  the  wants  of 
the  different  populations  composing  the 
Empire,   was  as  difficult  to  contrive,   as  it 
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was  unpopular  to  execute,  and  perhaps  is 
the  cause  of  the  little  public  confidence, 
that  some  of  the  schools  enjoy  in  the 
districts  wherein  they  are  placed." 

Education  in  private  institutions  is  quite 
as  much  regulated  and  cared  for  by  the 
government,  as  it  is  in  the  public  schools 
and  colleges.  This  mode  of  instruction, 
however,  is  considerably  discouraged  by  the 
legislature.  The  greater  number  of  private 
schools  that  have  been  established  are  kept 
by  foreigners,  to  whose  care  the  govern- 
ment have  little  wish  to  confide  the  in- 
struction of  their  youth;  but  in  spite  of 
a]l  its  precaution,  this  species  of  education  is 
very  fashionable  in  Russia,  and  ten  years 
ago,  there  existed  ninety-nine  private  schools 
in  Moscow,  and  St  Petersburg.  These 
are  now  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
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chiefs  of  the  government  schools ;  no  books 
are  permitted  to  be  used,  except  those 
approved  of  by  the  Minister  of  Public  In- 
struction, and  a  foreigner  cannot  open  a 
school  in  Russia,  unless  he  has  been  for 
five  years  previously  a  resident  in  the  coun- 
try, and  a  naturalized  subject  of  the  Czar. 
Inspectors  appointed  by  the  Minister  visit 
them  constantly,  and  the  system  of  educa- 
tion must  be  the  same  as  that  pursued 
in  the  government  colleges. 

These  restrictions  extend  also  to  do- 
mestic instruction,  and  private  tutors  and 
governesses  are  equally  under  the  surveil- 
lance of  the  Minister.  No  one  can  receive 
into  their  family,  as  teacher,  a  person 
unprovided  with  a  certificate,  stating  that 
he  is  properly  authorized  by  government 
to    perform    the    functions    of  instructor. 
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The  punishment  for  breaking  this  law  is 
a  heavy  fine  for  Russians,  and  expulsion 
from  the  kingdom  for  foreigners.  Rewards 
and  provision  in  old  age  are  given  by  the 
State  to  those  teachers  who  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  their  profession, 
with  honour  and  success ;  those  who  have 
served  for  twenty  or  twenty-five  years, 
receive  the  cross  of  St  Stanislaus  with  a 
pension,  and  in  case  of  their  death  in 
poverty,  their  orphans  are  brought  up  at 
the  expense  of  the  Imperial  institutions 
of  public  instruction.  These  rewards  and 
privileges  do  not  extend  to  foreigners 
not  naturalized  in  Russia. 

Young  persons  are  not  permitted  to 
leave  the  country,  for  the  purposes  of 
study,  until  they  have  attained  the  age  of 
eighteen  years. 


222  ST.    PETERSBURG 

The  same  motives  that  prompted  these 
stringent  regulations  concerning  private  and 
domestic  instruction  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
literary  censure  so  rigidly  exerted  in  Russia. 
Books  whether  foreign  or  otherwise,  whose 
contents  are  found  to  touch  on  any  of  the 
following  subjects  are  strictly  and  altogether 
prohibited  ;  all  works  written  in  a  spirit 
hostile  to  the  orthodox  Greek  Church,  her 
traditions,  or  her  rites,  or  books  con- 
taining aught  contrary  to  the  truths,  or 
dogmas,  of  the  Christian  religion,  or  sub- 
versive of  good  manners  or  morality ;  all 
publications  tending  to  assail  the  inviolability 
of  autocratic  monarchical  power,  and  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  Empire,  or  to 
diminish  the  respect  or  dignity  of  the 
Imperial  family;  all  productions  that  have 
for   their    subject    attacks    on    the   honour 
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or  reputation  of  any  one  by  improper 
expressions,  by  the  publication  of  circum- 
stances relating  to  domestic  life,  or  by 
calumny  of  any  kind  whatever. 

Committees  of  censure  are  found  in 
most  of  the  great  towns  of  the  Empire, 
and  are  composed  of  the  ordinary  profes- 
sors of  colleges  directed  by  the  curator 
of  the  nearest  university,  and  assisted  by 
officers  appointed  by  government  for  the 
purpose.  Theological  works  are  submitted 
to  the  conferences  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
authorities  of  Academies,  and  in  doubtful 
cases,  are  referred  to  the  decision  of  the 
Holy  Synpd. 

The  rights  of  authors  are  strictly  pre- 
served, and  a  manuscript  during  the  life 
of  the  writer  cannot  be  seized  for  debt. 
The  heirs  of  an  author  or  translator  enjoy 
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the  value  of  his  works  for  twenty-five 
years  after  his  death ;  but,  when  that 
period  has  expired,  the  books  become 
public  property,  and  any  one  who  chooses 
may  then. print  and  publish  them.  All  dis- 
putes between  authors,  or  between  authors 
and  publishers  are  decided  by  arbitration, 
and  the  fine  for  literary  piracy  is  laid  at 
the  value  of  twelve  hundred  copies  of  the 
work,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Literature  in  Russia  is  not,  however, 
much  on  the  increase,  and  the  works  on 
most  subjects  generally  in  circulation  are 
either  translations  from  foreign  publica- 
tions, or  the  books  themselves  in  their  own 
language. 

I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
a  comparative  statement  of  the  difference 
between  the  quantity  of  domestic  and  foreign 
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literature  at  present  in  circulation ;  but  not 
very  long  ago,  I  find  that  there  were  three 
hundred  thousand  volumes  imported  into 
Russia  in  one  year,  and  only  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  published  in  the  country. 
.  This  short  outline  of  that  department  of 
government,  conducted  by  the  Minister  of 
Public  Instruction,  will  I  hope  enable  the 
reader  to  see  under  what  restrictive  rules 
Russian  literature  and  education  are  placed : 
and  will  also  be  sufficient  to  shew  how  the 
Czar  is  in  reality  the  head  schoolmaster  of  his 
realm.  It  would  be  difficult  to  determine 
whether  the  great  dearth  of  literary  merit 
ought  to  be  entirely  attributed  to  the 
excess  of  censure  or  not.  I  would  rather 
say,  that  it  is  more  to  be  traced  to  the 
extraordinary  use  made  of  the  French  and 
German  languages  by    the   higher  classes* 
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French  is  to  them  more  graceful,  and  more 
expressive  than  their  own  tongue;  and  so 
accustomed  have  they  become  to  foreign 
literature,  that  it  is  doubtful,  whether  works 
of  merit,  in  their  own  language,  are  either 
desired  or  prized. 

But  the  present  system  of  education  will, 
in  time,  create  a  more  Russian  feeling  among 
all  classes.  It  must  in  the  end  turn  the 
soft  and  flowing  Sclave  into  a  language  of 
letters.  The  whole  plan  is  excellent,  though 
its  development  is  still  incomplete.  Its 
benefits  are  becoming  yearly  more  general,  and 
there  are  at  present  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  pupils,  receiving  instruction  at  the 
expense  of  government, — children  of  many 
nations,  religions,  and  tongues. 

Krusenstern,  in  his  enthusiasm,  exclaims  : 
"  The  sons  of  the  half  savage  hordes  of  Asia 
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have  come  to  seek  softer  manners  and 
extended  knowledge  in  Russian  colleges; 
and  the  most  brilliant  triumph  of  the  Im- 
perial arms  in  the  East  is  the  establishment 
of  a  Russian  school  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Ararat." 


CHAPTER  IX. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  COURT. 

Cum  tot  8U8tineas,  tanta  negotia  solus. 

VIRGIL. 

Shortly  after  our  return  from  the  camp, 
we  were  honoured  with  an  invitation,  from 
Her  Majesty  the  Empress,  to  a  concert  at 
her  small  palace  of  Sniaminsky,  in  the  Park 
of  Peterhof.  We  drove  to  Peterhof  by  a 
fine  road,  winding  along  the  shores  of  the 
gulf  of  Finland,  and  passing  many  villas,  and 
small   domains    belonging   to    the    wealthy 
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citizens.  The  distance  is  about  thirty  versts, 
and  the  road  excellent ;  it  is  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  journey  the  other  highway  of 
Russia,  which  leads  to  Riga,  and  is  of  the 
same  dimension  and  goodness  as  the  one  to 
Moscow. 

On  our  arrival,  we  found  apartments 
prepared  for  us  in  the  great  palace,  and  at 
eight  o'clock,  a  carriage  of  the  Court  came 
to  take  us  to  the  palace  of  the  Empress.  A 
short  drive  through  the  park  brought  us  to 
a  small,  handsome  building.  We  were  here 
ushered  upstairs ;  first,  into  a  finely  propor- 
tioned hall,  and  then  into  a  lofty  square 
room  of  simple  decorations,  where  the 
company  were  already  nearly  assembled. 
We  found  a  party  of  about  eighty  persons, 
consisting  principally  of  the  members  of  the 
Court. 
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The  Imperial  family  came  in  separately, 
and  proceeded  into  an  inner  room,  where  tea 
was  served.  We  were  soon  afterwards  called 
into  this  apartment,  and  presented  by  the 
Emperor  himself  to  her  Majesty,  who  received 
us  most  graciously,  and  asked  us  many  kind 
questions  about  our  journey,  intentions,  &c. 
Her  Majesty  seemed  to  suffer  much  from 
extreme  weakness;  her  excessive  thinness 
and  continual  ill-health,  has  removed  much  of 
the  beauty  she  formerly  possessed-  There 
was  something  in  her  appearance  and  gentle- 
ness of  manner,  though  it  could  hardly  be 
called  a  likeness,  that  reminded  me  of  our  own 
Queen  Dowager ;  and  in  kindness  of  disposi- 
tion and  goodness  of  heart,  these  illustrious 
personages  may  be  said  to  bear  a  great 
resemblance. 

From  all  sides,  I  have  heard  the  same  cha- 
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raoter  given  of  her  Majesty  ;  not  alone  from 
people  attached  to  the  Court,  whose  opinions 
must  of  course  be  considerably  biassed — but 
from  persons  with  whom  she  has  had  relations 
of  business.  From  one  in  a  humble  sphere  of 
life,  whose  employment  brought  him  con- 
stantly into  personal  communication  with  the 
illustrious  lady,  I  heard  more  real  praise  than 
could  have  been  uttered  by  the  most  fulsome 
flatterer  of  the  Court.  From  such  authority 
as  this,  I  loved  to  hear  my  previous  impres- 
sions confirmed,  and  the  honest  adulation  of 
an  industrious  man,  whose  labours  had  been 
rewarded  by  the  discriminating  bounty  of  a 
good  heart,  was  to  my  ear  sweeter  than  the 
most  eloquent  praise  that  could  ever  fall  from 
the  honied  lips  of  a  courtier. 

The  waning  health  of  the  Empress  is  a 
source  of  great  uneasiness   to  her  attached 
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family,  and  to  all  who  are  honoured  with  her 
friendship.  Her's  would  be  an  irreparable 
loss  to  her  children  and  to  Russia;  but  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  that  her  Majesty's  late 
journey  to  the  soft  climate  of  Italy  has, 
with  God's  blessing,  restored  this  invaluable 
life  to  her  country.  In  St.  Petersburg,  her 
illness  is  generally  deplored,  and  her  state  of 
health  is  invariably  spoken  of  with  unfeigned 
sorrow  and  pity ;  notwithstanding  that  the 
author  of  "  Russia  in  1839,"  declares  that  it 
is  a  subject  never  alluded  to  in  society,  I 
have  heard  it  repeatedly  discussed  with  deep 
commiseration  for  her  present  sufferings, 
and  with  expressions  of  the  most  ardent  hope 
for  her  future  restoration. 

The   Imperial  family   of  Russia    are   all 
excessively  handsome ;  and  I  never  have  seen 
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beauty  more  evenly  distributed  among  the 
children  of  one  house,  in  any  rank  of  fife. 
The  Grand  Duchess  Olga,  is  the  prettiest 
woman  in  Russia,  and  each  of  her  brothers 
and  sisters  is  gifted  in  the  same  manner.  I 
had  the  honour  of  seeing  them  all,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine,  who 
was  absent  in  the  Mediterranean.  But  even 
among  the  youthful  branches  of  a  family  so 
famous  for  beauty,  the  Emperor  shines  preemi- 
nent, as  well  by  the  majesty  of  his  deportment, 
as  by  the  Jove-like  beauty  of  his  countenance. 
Towering  over  every  one  in  the  room,  his 
well-proportioned  figure  glided  through  the 
crowd ;  and  the  extraordinary  grace  of  his 
manner,  is  only  equalled  by  the  superiority  of 
his  manly  form.  A  kind  word,  a  cheerful 
remark,  or  a  glad  smile,  greeted  and  delighted 
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every  person  he  addressed;  while  with  rare 
talent,  he  seemed  to  unite  in  one,  the  host, 
the  master,  and  the  companion. 

Never  in  any  rank  of  life,  have  I  seen 
a  man  so  admirably  fitted  for  the  position  in 
which  he  is  placed ;  and  when  we  consider 
what  that  position  is — the  absolute  monarch, 
the  widtder  of  the  destinies  of  a  seventh  part 
of  the  habitable  globe— we  must  think  him 
great  indeed,  on  whom  such  a  dignity  can 
suitably  rest.  His  eagle  eye,  on  this  night,  wan- 
dered over  the  room.  He  directed  everything 
even  to  the  smallest  minutiae ;  while  never, 
for  a  moment,  could  I  detect  a  movement  or 
a  gesture,  unworthy  the  dignify  of  the  Empe- 
ror. Truly  Nicholas  is  the  first  gentleman 
of  the  ag*v 

His  Majesty  spoke  to  us  frequently  during 
the  evening,  graciously  expressed  his  desire 
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that  we  should  see  everything  worthy  of  note 
in  Russia,  and  seemed  really  anxious  that  we 
should  enjoy  our  tour.  He  laughed  good- 
humouredly,  at  the  dreadful  wetting  we  had 
all  experienced  on  the  day  of  the  manoeuvre, 
and  promised  us  a  review  on  a  larger  scale, 
after  our  return  from  Moscow.  This  kind- 
ness we  were  unfortunately  unable  to  avail 
ourselves  of,  as  our  stay  in  Russia  was  so 
limited.  I  am  unused  to  Courts,  and  have 
been  bred  far  from  the  circle  of  royal  favour, 
but  a  few  moments1  conversation  with  this 
man,  who  seemed  to  us  a  gentleman  formed 
by  nature's  own  hand,  removed  all  the  diffi- 
dence natural  to  one  unaccustomed  to  live  in 
the  presence  of  the  mighty  of  the  earth.  * 

So  far  did  the  magic  of  his  manner  influ- 
ence my  mind,  that,  seeing  in  this  illustrious 
personage,  one  who  expressed  an  interest  in 
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our  welfare  with  such  grace  and  presence, 
I  found  that  all  feeling  of  gSne  quickly  disap- 
peared; and  1  might  have  almost  forgotten 
that  he  who  addressed  the  wanderer  with  so 
much  ease  and  affability,  was  really  the 
mighty  and  all-powerful  Czar. 

The  concert  lasted  two  hours.  Tamburini 
sang,  and  there  were  some  other  professional 
people,  who  played  very  well  on  the  violincello 
and  pianoforte.  Supper  was  served  on  a 
number  of  little  round  tables,  as  is  usual  in 
Russia,  and  the  Imperial  family  sat  without 
form  among  the  company  at  different  tables. 
Shortly  after  the  party  broke  up,  and  we 
returned  to  our  apartments  with  feelings  of 
great  pleasure,  in  thus  having  seen,  in  their 
own  house,  the  members  of  this  illustrious 
family,  and  at  having  experienced  from  their 
hands,  so  much  kindness  and  condescension. 
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The  next  morning  being  Sunday,  we  were 
invited  to  attend  the  service  in  the  Imperial 
chapel,  where  we  appeared  in  full  dress  at  eleven 
o'clock.  We  found  the  whole  Court,  and  most 
of  the  officers  of  the  Chevalier  Guard,  in  their 
beautiful  white  unifbnn,waitingin  an  ante-room 
for  the  entrance  of  the  Imperial  family.  They 
soon  came,  and  we  all  followed  to  a  small  but 
handsome  chapel  of  the  palace.  The  Emperor 
wore  a  white  Prussian  uniform,  in  honour  of 
Prince  Charles  of  Prussia,  the  brother  of  the 
Empress,  who  was  staying  here,  and  whose 
birthday  it  happened  to  be. 

The  service  immediately  commenced,  and 
mass  was  celebrated  by  two  priests,  with  flow- 
ing hair  and  long  beards,  who  were  clothed 
in  magnificent  vestments*  As  the  service 
was  entirely  in  Russian,  I  could  not  under- 
stand one  word  of  what  was  going  on.     The 
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entire  liturgy  was  chaunted,  and  at  one  part 
the  censer  was  swung  by  the  priest  before 
each  of  the  Imperial  family,  (beginning  with 
his  Majesty,)  who  crossed  themselves  most 
devoutly    during    the    ceremony.     But   the 
great  beauty  of  the  service    consists  in  the 
magnificent  voices  and  excellent  singing  of 
the   Imperial   choir.     By   the   rules   of  the 
Greek  Church,  no  instrument,  whatever,  is 
admitted    to   their    rites   of    worship;    but 
the    absence    of    that    usual    addition    to 
sacred  music  was  amply  atoned  for  by  the 
superb    manner    in  which  these  choristers 
sang.     The  choir  consisted  of  between  thirty 
and  forty  men  and  boys,  the  harmony  of  whosQ 
voices   and  the  general  excellence  of  whose 
singing  surpassed  any  sacred    music   I  ever 
heard.     I  have  been  to   the  far-famed  Sis- 
tine  chapel;    but  in  my  opinion,   the  music 
VOL.  i.  m 
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of  the  Vatican  is  not  to  be  compared  to  this 

magnificent  choir ;  I  am  sure  that,  where  there 

are  so  many  first-rate  bass  voices,  the  absence 

of  an  instrument  in  sacred  song  is  rather  an 

advantage ;  for  never,  in  church  or  hall,  have 

I  heard  strains  more  powerful  and  melodious, 

From  the  full  choir  in  loud  Hosannas  rise, 
To  swell  the  pomp  of  dreadful  sacrifice. 

If  ever  music  raised  the  soul  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  Great  Creator  by  the  har- 
mony of  sweet  sounds,  that  which  I  heard 
pealing  through  the  gilded  chapel  on  this 
morning,  would  awe  the  heart,  and  turn  the 
coldest  mind  to  thoughts  of  thanksgiving, 

The  Empress  came  in  during  the  service  ; 
being  unable,  on  account  of  weakness,  to 
remain  during  the  whole  ceremony.  At  the 
end,  the  priest  came  up  and  kissed  her 
fs    hand,    when     the     whole    party 
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returned  to  breakfast  in  one  of  the  rooms  of 
the  palace.  This  meal,  from  the  hour,  and 
the  dishes  that  were  served,  resembled  more 
our  luncheon  than  breakfast.  After  it  was  over 
we  returned  to  our  rooms,  and  having  taken  off 
our  uniforms,  went  out  to  take  a  walk  in  the 
Park  of  Peterhof.  This  is  very  pretty;  it 
occupies  a  high  bank,  sloping  down  towards 
the  sea,  and  is  laid  out  with  much  taste  in 
terraces,  straight  walks,  handsome  flights  of 
steps  and  waterworks.  The  Sampson  foun- 
tain in  front  of  the  palace  is  a  magnificent 
jet  d'eau,  eighty  feet  high,  and  from  it  to 
the  gulf,  (a  distance  of  about  500  yards,) 
runs  a  straight  canal,  wherein  are  many 
smaller  fountains ;  at  the  end  of  this  there  is 
generally  a  steamer,  and  a  couple  of  small 
frigates  lying.  Many  summer-houses  and 
little  palaces  are   dispersed  about  the  park ; 
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and  among  the  prettiest  may  be  reckoned  the 
"  Cottage/'  where  the  Empress  usually  resides 
when  at  Peterhof.  The  whole  demesne  is 
kept  in  excellent  order,  and  is  a  perfect 
prodigy  in  Russia,  on  account  of  the  steep 
banks  and  undulations  of  the  ground. 

We  dined  with  the  Court  at  four  o'clock  : 
none  of  the  Imperial  family  were  present,  as 
they  dined  in  private  at  the  Cottage.  The  din- 
ner was  excellent,  and  very  well  served  in  the 
Russian  manner;  some  tall  negroes,  who 
attended  in  their  rich  dresses,  gave  an  oriental 
appearance  to  the  scene.  I  was  told  that  the 
attendance  of  these  blacks  at  all  the  feasts  of 
the  Court,  was  first  introduced  by  the  great 
Catherine,  and  the  custom  has  been  kept  up 
ever  since.  Most  of  the  entrees  were  very 
good;  but  the  unwary  Englishman  will  some- 
times stumble  oh  a  national  dish,  served  up 
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to  suit  the  palates  of  "  old  Russia."  This  is 
generally  a  terrible  mess.  I  took  some  very 
good  looking  green  soup,  called  "  badvinieh" 
(111  not  answer  for  the  correctness  of  the  name) 
but  to  my  astonishment,  I  found  it  an  iced 
mixture  of  salmon,  parsley,  pickled  cucumbers 
and  vinegar,  instead  of  what  I  expected  it  to 
be,  good  hot  pea  soup !  It  was  not  nice,  so  I 
with  difficulty  swallowed  the  first  mouthful, 
and  put  down  my  spoon  with  so  serious  a 
face,  that  it  caused  great  merriment  to  all 
near  me.  They  have  an  odd  custom  in 
Russia,  of  handing  round  in  the  waiting  room, 
before  dinner,  liqueurs  together  with  biscuits, 
little  bits  of  cheese,  chicken,  caviare,  and  cold 
liver,  by  way  of  a  whet  to  the  appetite.  I 
followed  the  example  of  all,  and  tried  it ;  but 
as  eating  never  made  me  hungry,  I  fared  no 
better  than   Lord  Byron's  Scotchman,  who 
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eat  six  kittiwakes  to  give  him  an  appetite, 
and  complained  at  the  end  of  the  sixth,  that 
his  hunger  was  in  no-wise  increased.  So 
I  cannot  recommend  the  experiment,  as  I 
unfortunately  pitched  upon  a  bit  of  chicken 
and  cold  liver,  which  latter  condiment  was 
not  at  all  nice. 

The  party  consisted  of  about  sixty,  being 
composed  of  the  officers  and  ladies  of  the 
Court,  and  a  few  visitors  like  ourselves. 
The  ladies  were  very  agreeable,  gay,  and 
good-natured ;  and  life,  at  the  Russian 
Court,  seems  to  be  in  general  a  con- 
tinued round  of  pleasure  and  amusement. 
During  this  last  year,  however,  the  untimely 
and  •  melancholy  deaths  of  the  two  Grand 
Duchesses  has  completely  prevented  all 
gaiety,  and  in  consequence,  the  great  annual 
f§te  of  Peterhof,    has    not    been   celebrated 
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this  season.  When  dinner  was  over,  we 
walked  out  again,  and  went  with  the  Court 
to  the  French  Theatre  in  the  evening.  After 
supper,  we  took  leave  of  Imperial  splendour 
and  hospitality,  and  returned  to  our  hotel 
in  St.  Petersburg. 

The  labours  of  him,  to  whom  fortune 
decrees  the  crown  of  the  Czars,  must  be 
so  varied,  so  numerous,  and  arduous,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  conceive  how  one  indi- 
vidual possessing  even  the  highest  degree 
of  talent,  can  find  time  to  discharge  the 
multifarious  duties  of  such  an  office.  Born 
the  absolute  ruler  of  this  mighty  empire, 
he  is  at  once  the  source  of  all  power,  the 
heart  and  life  of  the  Russian  Constitution, 
the  root  of  every  branch  of  its  adminis- 
tration ;  by  virtue  of  his  crown,  sole  Head 
of  the   Church,   sole   Generalissimo   of  his 
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countless  armies,  sole  Legislator  of  his 
boundless  realms,  and  the  last  authority 
for  appeal,  in  every  department  of  legal 
jurisdiction.  Those  famous  words  of 
Louis  XIV.  "UEtat  c'est  root,"  that  have 
been  handed  down  to  posterity,  as  an  ex- 
pression of  such  arrogance  and  presumption, 
may  be  said  to  apply  literally  and  without 
exaggeration  to  the  Constitution  of  Russia. 
What  knowledge,  what  courage,  what  pene- 
tration, what  self-command  it  must  require 
to  successfully  wield  so  God- like  a  power ! 
On  the  breath  of  the  Czar  hangs  the  welfare 
or  the  misery  of  millions;  on  his  word 
depends  the  very  existence  of  nations ;  he 
may  summon  to  his  counsels  the  great  and 
the  wise  of  the  land,  they  may  assist 
his  deliberations,  and  further  his  designs; 
but   on   his   head   alone   the   awful  respon- 
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sibility  rests ;  and  though  no.  earthly  power 
may  control  his  will,  so  pious  a  man  as  the 
present  Emperor  is  said  to  be,  must  often 
consider  with  awe  the  account  he  will  have 
one  day  to  render  to  the. King* of  Kings. 

We,  as  Englishmen,  cannot  think  an 
autocratic  government  to  be  according  to  the 
will  of  God,  or  calculated  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  mankind;  but  still  that  may 
not  prevent  us  from  seeing  the  difficulty  of 
the  position  of  the  autocrat,  and  from  yield- 
ing all  homage  to  such  measures,  edicts, 
or  institutions  of  his  government,  as  are 
calculated  to  produce  the  happiness  of 
the  virtuous,  and  the  just  punishment  of 
the  wicked.  Although  many  parts  of  the 
system  are  good  in  theory,  I  cannot  dare 
to  impress  on  the  minds  of  my  reader, 
that  justice  is  in    this  empire  equally   and 
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rightly  administered;  but  I  conceive  that 
the  cause  of  this  is  to  be  found  more 
often  in  the  conduct  of  persons  forming  the 
Russian  executive,  than  in  the  character  of 
the  great  ruler  himself. 

It  is  impossible  that  a  government, 
whose  members  are  all  to  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  underlings,  should  be 
endued  with  the  lofty  tone  or  the  high 
morale  of  rulers,  who  are  answerable  to, 
and  in  direct  connection  with  an  assembly 
representative   of  the   whole   nation. 

A  kingdom  cannot  be  properly  governed  by 
men  who  are,  at  best,  but  servants  of  an  Empe- 
ror,— mere  parts,  and  not  directors  of  the  great 
machine.  However  immense  a  man's  talents 
may  be ;  however  unwearied  his  efforts ;  how- 
ever ardent  his  desire  to  do  good,  he  cannot 
solely    and  unaided,    administer  rightly   the 
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affairs  of  a  wide-spreading  realm,  or  sufficiently 
superintend  the  proper  working  of  each 
department  of  government.  Men  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  world  to  whose  care 
matters  involving  such  mighty  interests  can 
with  safety  be  committed  unless  they  are 
rendered  amenable  to  the  grand  law  of 
opinion,  and  own  a  higher  rule,  a  holier 
power  than  the  arbitrary  will  of  one  man. 
The  great  master  may  condemn  fraud,  and 
severely  punish  political  profligacy ;  but  the 
punishment  is  rarely  commensurate  with 
the  offence,  and  the  chastisement  of  a 
wrong-doing  minister  of  an  autocrat  bears 
the  same  relation  to  that  of  the  ruler  of  a 
free  State,  as  does  the  flogging  of  a  school- 
boy to  the  condemnation  of  a  jury.  Thus 
it  is  that  the  servants  of  the  Czar  appear 
to  have  little  of  the  high  and  independent 
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spirit  that  politicians  of  other  countries 
either  possess  or  assume;  and  from  the 
time  of  Peter,  (when  as  Voltaire  says  "La 
Russie  fut  forme'e,")  the  ministers  of  the 
Imperial  crown  have  appeared  to  the  world, 
more  in  the  light  of  favourites  than  rulers. 

A  system  of  legislation  was  first  deve- 
loped by  the  great  Catherine,  previous  to 
whose  reign,  the  principal  law  in  Russia 
was,  the  "  strongest  hand  uppermost ;"  and 
tyranny  and  venality  were  generally  exer- 
cised by  all  the  functionaries  of  the  govern- 
ment. But  Catherine,  who  in  spite  of  all 
her  faults,  appears  to  have  been  endued  with 
a  greater  liberality  of  idea  and  a  deeper  respect 
for  the  opinion  of  the  people  than  any  sove- 
reign who  ever  sat  on  the  Imperial  throne, 
resolved  to  add  fresh  glory  to  her  name, 
by  becoming  a  legislator.     She  convened  a 
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sort  of  representative  assembly  at  Moscow, 
and  deputies  were  summoned  from  all  the 
provinces  of  Russia,  however  remote.  It  was 
curious  to  see  the  men  of  so  many  nations 
differing  so  immensely  in  language,  religion, 
and  habits,  assembled  to  give  their  opinions 
concerning  the  laws  that  they  and  theirs 
were  henceforward  to  obey.  No  rule  had 
they  hitherto  been  taught  to  revere  but 
the  power  of  God,  the  will  of  the  Em- 
press, and  the  might  of  their  own  strong 
arms ;  they  were  now  suddenly  called  from 
their  distant  homes  to  regulate  their  future 
conduct  by  statutes  and  commandments. 

Catherine  opened  the  proceedings  with 
great  pomp,  and  caused  the  instructions  she 
had  already  drawn  up,  to  be  read  to  the 
assembled  States.     These  had  been  entirely 
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written  in  French  by  her  own  hand;  the 
opinions  expressed  therein  being  drawn  from 
the  works  of  Montesquieu,  and  other  French 
philosophers.  The  maxims  contained  in 
that  small  code,  exhibit  an  extraordinary 
perception  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
government,  with  an  ardent  (and  for  the 
time)  a  wonderful  desire  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  pure  and  righteous  system 
of  legislative  justice. 

Such  maxims  as  the  following  having 
emanated  from  the  pen  of  such  a  woman 
as  Catherine,  may  serve  to  show  how  en- 
lightened was  her  policy,  and  how  little 
her  ideas  have  been  since  carried  out 
by  the  Russians  themselves. 

"  The  spirit  of  the  nation  itself  ought  to 
be  considered  in  the  framing  of  laws." 
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"Laws  should  be  considered  no  other- 
wise than  as  a  means  of  conducting  man- 
kind to  the  greatest  happiness." 

"The  liberty  of  the  subject  ought  only 
to  be  restricted  in  that  which  it  would  be 
disadvantageous  to  him  to  do." 

What  a  knowledge  of  the  real  principles 
of  law-making  the  following  instruction 
exhibits: 

"In  cases  purely  civil,  the  laws  should 
be  so  clear  and  precise,  that  the  judgments 
resulting  from  them  should  be  always  in 
perfect  uniformity  in  the  same  cases,  in  order 
to  remove  that  jurisprudence  of  decision 
which  is  so  often  a  source  of  uncertainties, 
of  errors,  or  acts  of  injustice,  according 
as- a  cause  has  been  well  or  ill  defended  at 
one  time  or  at  another,  gained  or  lost 
according  to  influence  or  circumstances." 
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Again  she  shows  how  she  based  her  new 
principles  on  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
tempers  and  natures  of  men;  for  after  ex- 
pressing in  explicit  hut  wary  terms  her 
approbation  of  the  measure  for  emancipating 
the  serfs,  she  thus  expresses  her  opinions 
on  the  subject  of  national  change  and  ad- 
vancement. 

"It  is  the  business  of  the  legislator  to 
follow  the  temper  of  the  nation;  for  we 
do  nothing  better  than  what  we  do  volun- 
tarily, and  in  pursuance  of  our  natural 
disposition.  For  establishing  a  more  perfect 
legislation,  it  is  necessary  that  the  minds 
of  men  should  be  prepared  for  it.  But 
in  order  to  defeat  the  pretext  usually  alleged, 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  do  good  because  the 
minds  of  men  are  not  yet  disposed  to  admit 
it,   we  must  take  the  pains  to  prepare   them 
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for  it;  this  will  be  already  a  great  step 
advanced.  Where  it  is  intended  to  make 
any  great  changes  in  a  nation  that  may 
turn  to  its  benefit,  that  which  has  been 
established  by  laws  should  be  reformed  by 
laws,  and  what  custom  has  brought  into 
practise  should  be  changed  by  custom ;  for 
it  is  bad  policy  to  change  by  laws  what 
ought  to  be  changed  by  custom." 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  real  or 
apparent  attempts  made  by  the  Empress 
for  the  reformation  of  the  laws,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  pea- 
santry, the  meetings  of  this  representative 
body  nearly  became  the  cause  of  a  civil  war ; 
for  while  the  peasants  were  preparing  to 
support  their  claims,  and  the  expressed  opi- 
nions of  the  Empress  by  force ;  the  nobility 
who  feared  an  insurrection,  and  above  all  a 
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reduction  of  their  revenues,  protested  in  the 
most  vehement  manner  against  the  measure, 
and  many  declared,  that  they  would  destroy 
any  senator  who  should  be  bold  enough  to 
propose  the  enfranchisement  of  the  serf. 

Notwithstanding  this,  one  of  the  richest 
men  in  Russia,  Count  Schrematoff,  openly 
proposed  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves, 
offering  to  set  the  example  himself  by 
giving  freedom  to  one  hundred  thousand 
peasants ;  whereupon  a  debate  of  such  ex- 
traordinary warmth  ensued,  that  the  angry 
deputies  were  all  sent  home  in  disgrace — a 
measure  necessary  to  prevent  a  disturbance  of 
the  public  peace.  They  decreed  to  the  Em- 
press the  titles  of  Great,  Wise,  Prudent,  and 
Mother  of  the  Country,  and  by  their  own 
turbulent  spirit  they  ended  the  deliberations  of 
the  only  representative  assembly  that  ever  sat 
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in  Russia  for  the  purposes  of  open  legis- 
lation. 

These  events  took  place  nearly  eighty 
years  ago,  but  the  same  opinions  still  exist 
among  the  nobles  concerning  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves.  Though  the  Em- 
peror sets  the  example  by  giving  freedom 
to  the  peasants  on  all  the  lands  of  the 
crown,  a  law  obliging  the  proprietors  to 
abolish  this  disgraceful  institution  would 
be  still  met  with  almost  universal  dis- 
approbation, if  not  with  open  resistance. 

The  Emperor  Nicholas  has  given  up  much 
of  his  time  to  the  remodelling  of  the  Rus- 
sian laws,  many  of  the  ancient  statutes  have 
been  abridged  and  one  hundred  quarto  vo- 
lumes of  laws,  ordonnances,  &c,  are  said  to 
be  the  result  of  his  labours.  But  while  so 
clumsy   a  system   of   administration   exists, 
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the  law-maker  may  toil  in  vain  ;  for  the 
plurality  of  courts,  the  number  of  senators, 
functionaries  &c,  who  dispense  justice,  and 
the  venality  of  all  the  lower  and  many  of 
the  greater  officers  of  the  crown,  render 
law  more  expensive  and  uncertain  in 
Russia  than  in  any  other  country. 

The  assemblies  and  courts  that  in 
Russia  meet  for  the  despatch  of  public 
business  are :  first,  the  council  of  the 
Empire  which  was  originally  intended  only 
to  direct  the  making  and  administering  of 
laws,  but  is  now  also  erected  into  a 
supreme  court  of  judicature.  This  as- 
sembly is  composed  of  the  ministers  and 
highest  nobles  of  the  realm,  and  the 
Emperor  has  a  perfect  right  of  veto ;  this 
is  sometimes  so  far  exercised  as  to 
confirm     the     decision     of    the    minority. 
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Secondly,  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Senate.  This  is  a  court  of  appeal  from  the 
inferior  courts  of  the  departments  of  the 
Senate.  A  majority  of  two  thirds  of  the 
body  is  necessary  to  obtain  a  decision ; 
thus  it  may  happen  that  the  members 
may  have  three  or  four  opinions  on  one 
subject,  in  which  case,  their  deliberations 
are  not  likely  to  come  to  a  certain  issue. 
The  minister  of  justice  has  the  same 
power  of  veto  on  the  judgments  of  this 
assembly,  as  the  Emperor  has  on  those 
of  the  Great  Council,  and  in  like  manner, 
may  annul  the  judgment  altogether,  or 
confirm  the  decision  of  the  minority. 
Thirdly,  the  departments  of  the  Senate. 
In  these  courts  unanimity  of  the  members 
is  necessary  to  form  a  judgment,  but  this 
is   not  all   that  is   required;  the  Attorney 
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General  must  confirm  the  decision  by  his 
approval,  and,  may,  if  it  does  not  agree 
with  his  opinions  send  the  whole  affair 
back  to  the  court  for  a  reversion  of  their 
judgment ;  if  the  senators  refuse  to  alter 
their  verdict,  the  cause  goes  up  to  the 
general  assembly  of  the  Senate.  Fourthly,  the 
Tribunals  of  governments.  There  are  elective 
assemblies;  their  decisions  are  regulated  by 
the  plain  majority  of  votes ;  but  these  are 
subject  to  the  interference  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Senate,  who  at  the  instance 
of  one  of  the  parties  concerned,  can  annul 
their  decisions,  and  take  the  whole  affair 
into  their  own  hands.  There  are  also  tri- 
bunals of  districts,  the  lowest  of  the  civil 
courts.  One  exists  in  each  district,  and  its 
constitution  resembles  that  of  the  tribunals 
of  governments. 
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But  besides  these  a  nondescript  assembly 
has  been  instituted;  a  court  of  inquisition 
on  the  judgments  of  the  general  assembly 
and  departments  of  the  Senate.  It  is 
called  the  Commission  of  Requests  :  this 
was  first  intended  to  be  a  court  of 
inquiry  into  petitions  forwarded  to  the  Em- 
peror, but  is  now  made  a  court  of  inquiry 
into  the  decisions  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, and  the  departments  of  the  Senate, 
whose  judgments  they  can  annul,  and 
refer  the  affair  in  both  instances  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  superior  court.  The  pro- 
ceedings in  all  these  courts  are  entirely 
conducted  in  writing,  and  in  no  Russian 
legal  assembly  publicity  or  oral  pleading 
exists.  An  affair  must  be  always  com- 
menced in  the  lower  courts  and  may  rise 
step    by    step    until    the    litigating   parties 
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find  themselves  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  council  of  the  Empire.  The  pleadings 
are  always  executed  by  employes  of  the 
Senate ;  they  are  therefore  made  as  volu- 
minous as  possible  and  may  sometimes 
reach  the  extraordinary  magnitude  of  eight 
thousand  sheets ;  an  amount  of  engrossing 
which  far  surpasses  the  most  romantic 
aspiration  ever  formed  by  an  ambitious 
solicitor  of  Lincoln's  Inn. 

The  administration  of  every  public  office 
is  deputed  to  an  endless  number  of  func- 
tionaries of  different  grades.  This  is  more 
surprising,  as  the  number  of  subjects  Whose 
rank  enables  them  to  bring  their  affairs 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  higher  courts, 
is  very  small.  ' 

The  population  of  the  empire,  exclusive  of 
Poland  and  Lithuania,  is  estimated  at  fifty- 
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three  million  five  hundred  thousand,  of 
whom  twenty-seven  million  are  serfs,  be- 
longing to  private  individuals,  and  fifteen 
million  are  peasants  of  the  crown ;  this, 
therefore  leaves  but  eleven  million  five 
hundred  thousand  persons,  who  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  civil  rights,  and  with  whom 
the  government  is  actually  brought  in 
contact. 

The  serfs  of  private  individuals  are  under 
the  absolute  control  of  their  respective 
masters ;  and,  therefore,  give  the  government 
very  little  trouble  ;  while  the  peasants  of  the 
crown,  are  ruled  by  a  system  of  organization 
peculiar  to  themselves,  and  separate  from  the 
regular  government  of  the  country. 

Now  of  these  eleven  million  five  hundred 
thousand,  who  are  not  serfs,  but  seven 
hundred   and   fifty-one    thousand   are   of  a 
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grade   sufficiently  high   to   allow    them    to 
bring  their  affairs  into  the  Senate,  namely  : 

Of  the  nobility                      .  350,000 

Of  the  clergy                        .  273,000 
Of  the   merchants  of  three 

classes    .             .             .  128,000 


Total  .  .     751,000 

so  that  in  reality,  the  officers  of  the  higher 
Courts  of  the  empire"  are  employed  entirely 
in  the  affairs  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one 
thousand  persons!. We  may  judge  of  the 
quantity  of  business  transacted,  and  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  legislative  sytem,  by  the 
fact,  that  in  1842,  there  were  four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-six  affairs  not  deci- 
ded, and  passed  on  to  the  next  year. 

Who  then  could  tell  what  the  consequence 
would   be,  if  by  any   means   the   forty-two 
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million  of  serfs  were  at  once  to  receive  their 
liberty  and  become  free  citizens  qualified  to 
partake  of  an  equal  share  of  civil  rights. 
Anarchy  must  ensue.  If  the  present  system 
of  government  with  difficulty  administers 
the  affairs  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one 
thousand  people,  could  it  ever  rule  a  nation  ? 
All  should  be  remodelled,  every  thing  should  be 
changed.  It  would  be  not  only  an  alteration  of 
the  public  institutions  of  the  country — it  would 
be  a  revolution.  No  one  branch  of  the  judicial 
system  would  be  found  sufficiently  pure, 
simple,  or  powerful  for  its  office.  The  task 
would  be  Herculean.  A  task  Worthy  of 
a  Lycurgus,  a  Numa,  or  a  Washington; 
It  would  be  the  formation  of  a  nation. 

But  to  return  to  the  present  state  of 
Russia.  The  great  officers  of  the  highest 
civil   Courts    are   not    always   appointed   in 
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consequence  of  having  exhibited  qualities 
calculated  to  fit  them  for  the  arduous  duties 
they  are  expected  to  perform.  They  are 
usually  chosen  after  the  prime  of  life,  when 
they  may  have  risen  to  eminence,  either  in 
the  army,  diplomacy,  or  the  civil  service  at 
home.  It  is  not  therefore  surprising,  that  the 
people  should  complain  of  the  expense  and 
the  uncertainty  of  Russian  justice,  and  of  the 
terrible  corruption  that  exists  in  every  branch 
of  the  administration ;  for  old  men,  unused  to 
give  their  minds  to  any  subjects,  except 
those  of  manoeuvring  an  army,  or  outwitting 
a  diplomatist,  cannot  be  expected  to  form  a 
right  judgment  on  a  question  of  civil  law, 
whose  tortuous  windings  are  enrolled  in 
eight  thousand  sheets  of  parchment.  Or,  a 
minister,  however  upright,  cannot  prevent 
the  most  extensive  venality,  when  every  part 
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of  an  affair  is  conducted  in  secret  by  govern- 
ment employes. 

Many  merchants  in  Russia  lamented  bit- 
terly, in  my  hearing,  the  iniquitous  corruption 
of  the  courts  of  law ;  and  told  me  that  no 
cause  can  ever  be  brought  to  a  successful 
termination,  without  a  decent  and  proper 
administration  of  bribes. 

But  justice  even  in  Russia  sometimes 
finds  out  the  wicked,  as  is  instanced  by  the 
following  story,  often  told  at  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

A  poor  woman,  having  an  affair  of  much 
importance  under  litigation  in  one  of  the 
courts,  was  given  to  understand  that  the 
cause  could  never  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
termination  without  a  present  to  a  senator  of 
20,000  roubles.  Horror-struck  at  this,  and 
seeing  no  chance  of  procuring  the  immense 
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sum,  and  thus  terminating  the  expensive 
law-suit,  she  one  day  addressed  the  Emperor 
in  the  street,  and  begged  him  to  lend  her 
20,000  roubles.  His  Majesty  is  said  to 
have  questioned  her  as  to  what  she  could 
want  with  so  large  a  sum,  and  having  heard 
her  story  gave  her  the  money,  privately 
marked  by  himself.  The  poor  woman 
immediately  made  the  corrupt  judge  the 
required  present.  The  Emperor,  shortly  after 
met  the  Senator,  and  begged  of  him  to  lend 
him  some  money ;  the  wretched  man,  with- 
out hesitation,  put  some  of  the  spoil  of  the 
poor  woman  into  his  Majesty's  hand.  He 
recognised  his  own  money !  The  Senator  is 
said  to  have  disappeared. 

The  criminal  courts  in  Russia  are  purely 
magisterial;  there  is  never  an  attempt  at 
pleading  made,  and  the  infliction  of  punish- 
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ment  rests  very  much  in  the  power  of  the 
judge ;  great  licence  is  allowed  to  the  police, — 
a  most  important  and  powerful  arm  of 
imperial  government.  There  is,  I  believe, 
no  doubt  of  an  extensive  organization  of  a 
secret  system,  but  what  the  constitution  of 
this  Russian  A  division,  this  great  detective 
force  is,  I  have  no  idea. 

The  infliction  of  summary  punishment  on 
small  offenders  by  the  petty  officers  of  the 
police,  is  quite  common  in  St.  Petersburg. 
Our  servant  one  day  happened  to  cross  the 
river  in  a  boat,  and  gave  the  boatman  more 
than  treble  his  fare  (for  the  boatmen  unlike 
their  brethren  of  the  droschky  have  a  regular 
tariff) ;  the  man  insisted  on  more,  and  as  our 
servant  walked  away,  the  bearded  mugik 
caught  hold  of  him,  and  endeavoured  to  de- 
tain him  by  force ;  whereupon  he,  of  course, 
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instantly  knocked  him  down.  A  crowd  col- 
lected, and  the  boatman  was  taken  to  the 
police  office.  The  officer  asked  our  servant  one 
or  two  questions,  and  without  the  slightest 
hesitation,  put  the  boatman  into  a  sort  of 
stocks,  and  gave  him  twenty-five  blows  with 
a  long  stick,  as  hard  as  ever  the  man  could 
lay  them  on.  The  whole  affair  did  not  last 
more  than  five  minutes ;  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted, and  the  culprit  punished  so  severely, 
that  he  with  difficulty  walked  away  ;  the 
crowd  dispersed,  and  it  was  evidently  consi- 
dered by  the  whole  party  as  an  every  day 
occurrence. 

By  this  short  outline  of  the  principles  of 
the  civil  and  criminal  law  of  Russia,  my 
readers  may  judge  how  imperfectly  the 
great  designs  of  Catherine  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  her  successors. 
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The  incongruity  of  every  thing  either 
physical  or  material  in  Russia,  forms  per- 
haps the  greatest  wonder  of  this  extra- 
ordinary country.  It  is  also  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  authors  have  to  contend 
with  in  their  attempts  to  describe  the 
institutions  and  state  of  the  Empire.  We 
see  perfectly  devised  and  well  developed 
plans  of  government  placed  among  a  most 
tangled  web  of  complicated  and  clumsy 
political  institutions.  We  see  one  race  of 
men  enjoying  all  the  benefits  and  exhibit- 
ing all  the  graces  of  enlightened  education, 
while  the  other  and  inferior  class  are  sunk 
in  deep  ignorance,  rudeness,  and  slavery. 
We  see  the  palace  towering  by  the  cabin, 
the  rod  of  bondage  lying  beside  the 
sceptre  of  righteousness.  The  rivers  flow 
at     one     moment     among     stately     fanes 
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and  Grecian  porticos ;  at  another  wander 
through  the  savage  forest  and  uncultivated 
morass.  All  is  incongruous;  the  social 
edifice  is  yet  unbuilt,  and  the  materials 
for  its  erection  lie  in  splendid  confusion 
on  desert  ground.  De  Stael  truely  com- 
pares Russia  to  one  of  Shakspeare's  plays, 
wherein  "  all  that  is  not  faulty  is  sublime, 
all  that  is  not  sublime  is  faulty." 
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every  way  prepared  for  the  duties  of  their 
profession  by  the  time  they  enter  the 
regular  army.  At  Peterhof,  where  they 
went  a  few  days  after,  they  are  encamped 
for  some  weeks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
palace*  in  order  that  their  exercises  may 
be  conducted  under  the  eye  of  the  Emperor, 
who  takes  a  great  interest  and  pride  in 
these  tiny  regiments.  They  go  through 
all  the  evolutions  of  a  regular  army,  and 
partake  of  all  the  toils  and  hardships  of 
imaginary  war.  They  are  wonderfully 
steady,  and  only  one  instance  is  known 
of  these  young  gentlemen  having  failed  in 
the  performance  of  their  duty.  Some  years 
ago,  a  body  of  the  smallest  among  them,  were 
drawn  up  in  a  hollow  square,  and  charged 
by  cavalry.  They  stood  their  ground  very 
well  for  some  time;    but  when  the  regi- 
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ment  of  dragoons  got  quite  close  to  them, 
their  little  hearts  failed  them,  and  they 
fairly  took  to  their  heels,  scampering  off 
in  every  direction.  They  were  with  diffi- 
culty brought  back;  some  of  the  officers 
present  made  them  a  speech,  telling  them 
that  such  was  not  conduct  becoming  the 
characters  of  the  future  officers  of  the 
Imperial  army,  and  begged  of  them  not 
to  run  away  again.  They  promised  faith- 
fully to  stand  firm  for  the  future;  and 
certainly  no  soldiers  could  have  been 
steadier,  than  were  the  entire  body  that 
we  saw  inspected  on  the  Champ  de  Mars. 

The  military  educational  establishments 
in  Russia  have  been  brought  to  a  state 
of  the  highest  perfection  of  late  years, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Duke 
Michael.     They   are  intended  for  the  sons 
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of  nobles,  who  purpose  entering  the  army. 
There  are  taught  gratuitously  all  things 
that  are  required  to  make  them  good 
officers  and  useful  subjects.  The  cadets 
of  the  schools  of  St.  Petersburg  are  prin- 
cipally, though  not  all  intended  for  the 
corps  of  the  guard,  and  those  of  the 
establishments  in  the  provinces,  for  the 
regiments  of  the  line. 

There  are  twenty-six  academies  for  the 
purpose  of  military  education,  in  the  empire, 
containing  altogether  between  nine  and  ten 
thousand  pupils,  who  are  sustained  at  a 
yearly  expense,  exceeding  seven  million 
roubles.  Thejr  are  received  in  the  general 
schools  at  the  age  of  from  ten  to  fourteen, 
and  there  is  a  preparatory  academy  at 
Czarskoe  Seloe,  where  they  are  taken  in 
at   seven  years   old.     Some   special   schools 
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for  the  ensigns  of  the  guard  have  also 
been  instituted,  where  they  are  admitted  at 
the  age  of  seventeen,  after  they  get  their 
commissions.  The  qualifications  requisite  for 
admission  are,  noble  extraction,  (though  this 
is  not  necessary  for  the  schools  of  artillery 
and  engineers,)  a  good  constitution,  and 
some  previous  knowledge  of  the  elements 
of  education.  The  corps  of  Pages,  who 
rank  first  among  the  Cadets  of  the  empire, 
are  the  children  of  general  officers  or  civil 
functionaries  of  that  rank ;  these  almost 
always  become  officers  of  the  guard* 

The  course  of  study  in  the  general  classes 
is,  the  Russian,  French,  and  German  lan- 
guages; arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  and 
trigonometry,  geography,  natural  history,  a 
little  ancient  and  modern  history,  and  draw- 
ing.    They  study  nine  hours  a  day,   prac- 
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tise  gymnastics  and  military  exercises,  two ; 
play  two,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  is  devoted 
to  deep,  meals,  and  prayers.  All  religions, 
even  Islamism,  are  taughf,  according  to 
the  faith  of  the  pupils;  qpd  ministers  of 
all  creeds  are  specially  employed  for  the 
service  of  the  schools.  Punishments  are 
used  sparingly,  and  are  principally  of  that 
kind,  which  are  supposed  to  touch  most 
keenly  the  honour  of  the  future  officer. 
Rewards  are  distributed  with  a  certain 
degree  of  solemnity,  at  the  end  of  the 
course  of  study,  when  the  Cadet  receives 
his  commission. 

But  the  most  brilliant  recompense  of 
his  scholastic  career  is,  when  the  name 
of  the  pupil,  who  has  distinguished  him- 
self in  his  academic  course,  is  inscribed 
in     golden    letters     on    a .  tablet    in    the 
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refectory.  This  remains  for  ever  as  a 
memento  of  his  attainments,  and  affords 
the  greatest  incentive  to  exertion  for  future 
pupils.  A  tablet  of  black  marble  in  the 
church  of  each  academy  perpetuates  the 
names  of  those  former  inmates  of  the 
institution,  who  may  have  died  a  hero's 
death  on  the  field  of  battle.  If  any  action 
of  peculiar  gallantry  has  signalized  his  death, 
an  account  thereof  is  added;  and  thus, 
the  fame  of  many  a  youthful  hero,  whose 
military  career  was  too  short  to  merit  a 
place  in  history,  is  preserved  from  oblivion, 
and  the  name  of  many  a  young  officer, 
whose  life  has  been  sacrificed  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  is  rescued  from  the  poor  fate  of 
being  merely  "immortalized  in  a  bulletin." 
Each  military  school  possesses  a  library, 
containing,  besides   maps,   plans,  and    text 


12  ST.   PETERSBURG 

books,  a  good  collection  of  works  of  a 
general  nature,  and  particularly  those 
relating  to  military  history  and  statistics. 
To  this  library  is  joined  a  museum,  con- 
taining chemical  and  mechanical  instru- 
ments, models  of  all  arms  in  present 
use,  plans  of  different  systems  of  fortifi- 
cation, models  of  trains  of  artillery,  pontoons, 
and  of  all  the  paraphernalia  of  modern 
warfare.  The  schools  of  artillery  possess 
laboratories,  wherein  the  pupils  themselves 
work. 

At  the  end  of  every  year,  the  students 
are  examined  in  presence  of  the  Director, 
by  which  means  their  standing  in  the 
school  is  regulated  for  the  coming  year. 
On  leaving  the  academy  to  enter  on  effective 
service,  thqy  undergo  an  examination,  con- 
ducted   with   great   form,    in   the   presence 
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of  all  the  authorities  of  the  neighbourhood. 
Their  promotion  is  determined  by  their 
proficiency  in  their  studies,  and  by  the  report 
of  their  past  conduct.  In  the  provincial  col- 
leges, the  two  who  have  answered  best  receive 
commissions  in  the  guards,  while  the  others 
are  admitted  to  the  artillery,  engineers,  as 
officers  or  sergeants  in  the  line,  according  to 
their  respective  merit.  Some,  who  from  bad 
health  or  other  circumstances,  are  found 
unfit  for  military  service,  obtain  civil 
employment,  with  a  rank  equal  to  that 
which  their  attainments  would  have  obtained 
for  them  in  the  army.  The  theory  of  the 
entire  system  is  grounded  on  the  soundest 
and  most  enlightened  principles.  It  has  been 
almost  completely  developed  by  the  Grand 
Duke  Michael,  the  greater  part  of  whose  time 
is   given   up   to   this   object.     Though   the 
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details  are  a  little  complicated,  if  his  views 
and  wishes  are  carried  out,  the  military 
educational  establishments  of  Russia  are  a 
pattern  to  the  teachers  of  other  countries; 
for  nothing  is  omitted  that  can  conduce 
to  the  production  of  a  chivalrous,  and  at 
the  same  time,  a  well-educated  and  efficient 
officer. 

We  drove  after  the  review  to  the  islands, 
and  by  accident  passed  the  botanical  garden, 
one  of  the  great  wonders  of  this  town. 
The  science  of  hot-house  gardening  is  here 
brought  to  the  utmost  perfection,  and  one 
of  the  finest  assortments  of  tropical  plants 
in  existence  have  been  here  collected  amid 
the  snows  of  the  North.  The  whole  es- 
tablishment is  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Fisher,  a  Scotchman,  whose  success 
in    propagating    and    preserving    the    most 
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delicate  plants  is  wonderful.  The  collection 
of  Orchidaceous  plants  is  one  of  the  best  in 
Europe,  and  agents  are  employed  in  many 
different  parts  of  the  world  in  sending 
borne  plants  worthy  of  these  immense  con- 
servatories. 

Like  every  thing  else  in  and  about 
St.  Petersburg,  the  hot-houses  of  these 
gardens  are  undergoing  repair.  When 
finished  they  will  be  of  enormous  extent, 
and  we  were  told  that  two  versts  of  glass 
were  to  be  completed  before  next  winter; 
but  at  the  time  we  visited  it  the  whole  es- 
tablishment was  in  a  sad  state  of  confusion. 
The  constant  repairs,  plastering,  roofing, 
building,  and  repaving  that  we  saw  going 
on  in  St.  Petersburg  are  inconceivable;  we 
scarcely  found  a  street  wherein  several 
houses  were   not  being   either    remodelled, 


16  ST.    PETERSBURG 

rebuilt  or  newly  plastered.  From  the  different 
facades  of  elaborate  scaffolding  brick-bats  and 
mortar  perpetually  descended  and  the  stranger 
of  a  contemplative  turn, 

Whose  eyes  could  hardly  serve  at  most, 
To  guard  their  master  'gainst  a  post, 

while  studying  the  fall  of  a  brick,  would, 
ten  chances  to  one,  find  himself  either 
stumbling  over  a  heap  of  stones,  or  the 
body  of  a  prostrate  paviour. 

I  suspect  the  long  winter  of  the  north 
is  an  excellent  friend  to  the  tribe  of 
masons,  plasterers,  &c. ;  for  a  town  whose 
buildings  are  composed  exclusively  of  brick 
and  plaster  is  not  likely  to  escape  un- 
scathed the  attacks  of  six  months  of  frost. 
Marble  statues  lose  their  noses  as  well  as 
the  inhabitants,    and  the  skin  equally  peels 
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off  the  faces  of  churches  and  Christians. 
Twenty-five  and  thirty  degrees  of  frost  by 
Reaumur  is  not  good  for  man,  beast,  or 
building,  and  people  must  be  very  fond  of 
ice-hills  and  sledging  to  enjoy  six  months 
uninterrupted  snow.  Old  Peter  was  a 
hardy  fellow,  but  he  would  have  made  a 
capital  more  suited  to  the  tastes  of  the 
luxurious  and  indolent  Sclave  had  the 
"  City  of  Palaces"  graced  the  shores  of  the 
Black  Sea  instead  of  the  morasses  of  the 
Gulf  of  Finland. 

A  few  days  after  the  inspection  of 
cadets,  we  were  again  summoned  to  be 
present  at  the  departure  of  the  young  army 
for  their  camp  at  Peterhof.  "The  meet" 
was  at  the  triumphal  arch,  built  by  the 
Emperor  Alexander,    to   commemorate   the 
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return  of  the  troops,  from  what  is  called  the 
glorious  campaign  of  1814. 

We  found*  the  same  horses  that  we  rode 
at  the  manoeuvre  waiting  for  us,  and  the 
whole  staff  in  readiness  to  receive  the  Em- 
peror, who  galloped  up  in  a  carriage  and  four 
from  Peterhof.  We  rode  down  the  whole 
line,  the  little  army  then  marched  past  in 
slow  time,  his  Majesty  saying  "very  well," 
to  each  company ;  his  greeting  being  an- 
swered with  a  cheer.  A  troop  of  cavalry 
cadets,  whom  we  had  not  seen  at  the  inspec- 
tion, and  a  small  body  of  young  Circassians 
dressed  in  their  national  costume  accompanied 
the  little  army. 

The  Russian  mode  of  marching  past  is 
very  curious :  they  march  three  deep  and 
the  officers  strut  on  the  tips  of  their  toes  in  a 
most  wonderful  way.     It  is  a  fatiguing  and 


AND   MOSCOW.  19 

theatrical  looking  step,  and  one  that  could 
not  be  kept  up  for  any  length  of  time.  It 
must  have  been  particularly  inconvenient  on 
this  occasion,  as  the  road  had  been  lately 
repaired',  and  I  pitied  the  poor  little  fellows 
who  were  stamping  their  feet  in  the  most 
energetic  manner  on  the  sharp  points  of  the 
broken  stones. 

After  they  had  all  gone  by,  we  rode  a 
little  way  on  the  road  towards  Peterhof, 
until  they  were  halted,  and  the  knapsacks 
put  on  carts.  A  number  of  large  carriages 
followed,  I  suppose  to  pick  up  any  of  the 
children  who  might  be  weary.  The  staff 
was  then  dismissed,  and  we  returned  to  our 
carriage  and  drove  home. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE     JOURNEY. 

Mansuri  oppidulo,  quod  versu  dicere  non  est 
Signis  per  facile  est— 

HORACE. 

Thus  we  spent  our  time  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  a  very  pleasant  time  it  was — sight- 
seeing, or  being  present  at  some  military 
exhibition  occupied  our  days;  a  party,  a 
ball,  or  the  French  play,  our  evenings ;  we  had 
always  plenty  of  amusement,  and  as  every 
thing  was  so  new  to  us,  our  interest  and 
curiosity  never  flagged  for  a  moment. 
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Sometimes  B —  drove  us  in  his  carriage 
four-in-hand,  a  proceeding  that  caused  great 
astonishment  to  the  natives ;  but  these  feel- 
ngs  of  wonder  soon  appeared  to  give  way  to 
those  of  pity,  for  they  evidently  thought  us 
mad.  Notwithstanding  the  terrible  state  of 
the  roads,  we  got  on  very  well,  and  spent 
several  pleasant  evenings  in  driving  over 
tracks  so  wild  that  I  doubt  very  much  if 
four  English  horses  would  have  gone  over 
half  the  curious  places,  deep  holes,  and 
broken  bridges  that  those  good-natured  Rus- 
sian horses  dragged  us  through. 

They  certainly  are  the  best  tempered 
beasts  in  the  world ;  and  four  Russian  horses, 
who  had  never  been  driven  except  in  double 
harness  before,  or  felt  a  bit  in  their  mouths 
severer  than  a  light  snafflle,  in  a  few  minutes 
went  as  steadily  as  if  they  had  been  running 
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the   "first  stage  out  of  town"  for  a  year. 
The  leaders,  who  had  never  seen  a  pair  of 
winkers,  or  endured  a  bearing  rein  before, 
seemed  to  wonder  a  little  at  first ;  but  their 
astonishment   subsided    much    sooner    than 
that  of  the  attendants,  who  were  amazed  as 
much  at  the  madness  of  the  English,  as  at 
the    docility    of  the    animals.     The    lower 
classes  in   Russia  treat    their    horses  very 
badly,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  Neapo- 
litans, are  more  cruel  to  their  beasts,  than 
any  people  I  have  seen.     The  drivers  com- 
mence operations  with  a  peculiar  sort  of  howl, 
or  low   cry,  like  a  man   in   extreme  pain. 
This   is  generally   a  prelude  to  a  volley   of 
blows   and   curses,    the    latter  being  most 
terrific  in  their  signification.     The  droschky 
men  are  generally  less  savage  in  this  respect 
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than  their  brethren  of  the  country;  but  1 
have  seen  the  drivers  of  Telegas  beat  un- 
mercifully the  wretched  animals  that  per- 
haps may  have  dragged  him  from  Moscow 
to  St.  Petersburg.  The  life  of  a  horse  in 
Russia  is  thought  a  matter  of  so  little 
moment,  that  the  authorities  never  interfere 
to  save  them  from  any  misery  their  half 
barbarous  owners  may  see  fit  to  inflict. 

We  now  began  to  turn  our  thoughts 
towards  Moscow,  as  our  time  was  very 
limited,  and  we  had  seen  most  things  worthy 
of  notice  in  St.  Petersburg ;  I  should,  how- 
ever, have  greatly  enjoyed  a  longer  stay,  as 
we  had  already  made  many  kind  friends  and 
pleasant  acquaintances,  whose  society  we 
found  most  agreeable.  But,  when  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  Czars  with  all  her  recollections 
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rose  before  our  eyes,  we  felt  that  we  had 
seen  little  of  Russia,  without  having  made 
a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  City. 

Therefore,  after  a  stay  of  about  three 
weeks,  we  took  our  places  in  a  diligence  of 
what  is  called  the  second  establishment,  and 
made  up  our  minds  for  a  long  and  dreary 
journey  of  three  days  and  nights;  we  were 
assured  that  the  conveyance  was  excessively 
comfortable,  and  that  we  should  make  the 
journey  as  conveniently  as  in  our  own  car- 
riage. A  very  good  diligence  was  shown  to 
us  at  the  office,  which  looked  as  well  as  a 
vehicle  of  such  ungainly  proportions  could 
look. 

So,  having  armed  ourselves  with  leather 
cushions,  we  started,  fully  determined  on  a 
very  slow,  but  very  sure  journey.  But  the 
first   ten  yards   destroyed  all  our  hopes  of 
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comfort;  we  had  been  put  into  a  machine 
whose  springs  were  so  imaginary,  that  the 
motion  was  that  of  a  cart,  and  of  a  very 
rough  cart  too :  the  cushions  were  of  stony 
hardness,  and  the  sides  unstuffed  in  any 
way,  were  merely  covered  with  dirty  green 
baize ;  add  to  these  delights  the  subsequent 
discovery  that  the  whole  machine  was 
inhabited  by  a  thriving  colony  of  bugs, 
and  you  can  hardly  conceive  a  more  dis- 
agreeable habitation  wherein  to  spend  three 
days  of  pleasure. 

We  looked  at  one  another  and  laughed 
though  we  felt  any  thing  but  merry;  but 
there  was  no  help  for  it — the  places  were 
taken  and  go  on  we  must,  or  have  to  wait 
perhaps  many  days  for  another  conveyance. 
We  soon  found  out  that  we  had,  through 
the  disinterestedness  of  our  valet  de  place, 
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got  into  the  very  worst  diligence  of  the 
eight  establishments  in  St  Petersburg;  for 
in  a  couple  of  stages  we  met  a  most  com- 
fortable one  returning,  belonging  to  the 
sixth  company,  which  really  seemed  as 
good  as  a  private  carriage. 

We  jolted  on,  cursing  alternately  our 
own  negligence,  and  the  valet  de  place,  and 
arrived  at  Novogorod  the  next  day,  with 
all  our  teeth  loose,  and  our  limbs  half  dis- 
located. The  sensation  of  soreness  was 
such,  that  had  I  been  sleeping  in  the  open 
air  in  my  own  country,  instead  of  in  a 
Russian  diligence,  I  should  have  concluded 
that  all  the  imps  and  fairies  of  Hibernian 
legend  had  been  dancing  jigs  in  thick 
brogues  on  my  body  during  the  whole 
night* 

Novogorod   once    "  the  great"    formerly 
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the  capital  of  Russia,  seemed  in  nearly  as 
shaky  a  state  as  ourselves;  but  as  I  was 
too  cross  to  look  at  it  on  our  first  visit,  I 
will  say  somewhat  more  about  it  on  our 
way  back. 

We  bought  two  more  cushions,  and  went 
on  till  night ;  when  we  stopped  at  a  small 
village  rejoicing  in  the  name  of  Yajel- 
bitzy.*  Diligence  travelling  in  Russia  is 
conducted  on  the  most  liberal  principles,  as 
the  guard  stops  whenever  the  passengers 
chose,  and  if  the  company  consists  for  the 
most  part  of  Russians  or  Germans,  they 
generally  manage  to  eat  and  drink  some- 
thing at  every  stage.  We  found  the  tea 
excellent,  and  the  Samovar  or  great  tea- 
urn  with  a  small  fire  of  charcoal  in  the  middle 

*  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  will  not  be  answerable  for 
the  proper  orthography  of  any  Russian  name. 
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of  it  ready  at  most  places,  so  I  invariably 
rushed  to  the  leather  sofa  at  every  post-house, 
(where  we  generally  spent  twenty  minutes  in 
every  two  hours)  lit  a  cigarette,  and  called 
"tch6"  as  loud  as  possible,  thereby  gaining 
a  sort  of  momentary  refreshment,  which 
helped  to  keep  us  alive.  Nevertheless,  by  the 
time  we  reached  Yajelbitzy,  I  was  really  ill, 
and  extremely  out  of  temper ;  while  E —  was 
a  little  better  in  health,  but  just  as  cross. 

But  here  a  most  agreeable  surprise  awaited 
us.  We  were  overtaken  by  Prince  V,  B — t 
and  General  B — ,  the  former  of  whom  we 
had  known  at  St.  Petersburg.  They  were 
travelling  in  two  carriages,  their  servants 
occupying  one,  and  they  themselves  the 
other;  with  the  greatest  kindness  they  left 
two  of  their  followers  to  take  our  places, 
in  the  vile  old  waggon,  and  put  us  into  their 
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comfortable  chariot.  Never  was  there  such 
a  change,  from  horrid  torture  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  greatest  luxury.  Not  Phaeton, 
when  in  wild  delight  he  seized  "  the  rib- 
bons" of  the  golden  car,  and  started  on  his 
short,  but  brilliant  drive ;  not  Cinderella, 
when  she  laid  aside  her  broom  and  pattens, 
for  gorgeous  robes  and  fairy  team,  felt  more 
exuberant  delight,  than  did  we  when  we 
exchanged  the  infernal  jolting  of  that  diabo- 
lical diligence,  for  the  easy  springs  and  silken 
cushions  of  B — 's  dormeuse.  As  we  rolled 
out  of  the  village  at  full  gallop,  I  could 
hardly  restrain  a  good  hurrah ;  we  now  felt 
as  if  we  could  go  on  to  Odessa  in  perfect 
luxury,  without  stopping;  and  fell  asleep, 
swearing  that  all  the  Russians,  and  B —  in 
particular,  were  the  very  best  fellows  on  the 
face  of  the  civilized  or  uncivilized  globe. 
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Thus  we  travelled  on  all  night,  through 
the  hill  country  of  Valdai,  which  is  accounted 
to  be  the  Switzerland  of  central  Russia ;  its 
highest  summit  attaining  to  about  the  imposing 
elevation  of  Richmond  hill;  however,  the 
pitches  were  tolerably  steep,  and  as  Russian 
horses  have  no  idea  of  pulling  back  in 
harness,  we  always  went  down  the  bank,  and 
across  the  bridge  in  the  hollow  at  full  gallop, 
which  pace  continued  as  far  up  the  next  hill, 
as  the  whip  of  the  coachman  could  make  the 
little  horses  go. 

The  road  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Moscow 
is  macadamized  the  whole  way,  and  is  kept  in 
perfect  repair ;  the  distance  is  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  versts,  about  five  hundred  miles,  and 
there  are  one  hundred  small  stations  for  sol- 
diers who  work  on  the  road,  placed  at  equal 
distances   along  the  line.     The    scenery  is 

c  3 
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monotonous  to  a  degree,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  Valdai  hills,  the  tra- 
veller, within  ten  versts  of  Moscow,  might 
with  little  difficulty  imagine  that  he  had 
been  going  backwards  and  forwards  over 
the  same  ground  for  three  days  and 
nights. 

The  same  interminable  alternation  of  half 
cultivated  clearings,  and  dark  forests  of  fir 
and  birch,  much  of  which  is  quite  law  from 
having  been  recently  cut,  is  the  only  scenery 
that  meets  the  eye ;  on  each  side  of  the  way, 
there  is  always  a  clear  space  of  about  two 
hundred  yards,  overgrown  with  grass  where- 
on the  cattle  travel,  and  where  we  still  saw 
traces  of  Peter  the  Great's  corduroy  road. 
This  was  in  many  places  a  causeway  formed 
of  trees  lying  transversely,  and  must  have 
been  a  pleasant  highway  to  travel  on  in  car- 


AND   MOSCOW.  35 

riages  without  springs,  for  the  logs  were 
laid  down  quite  indiscriminately,  and  the 
bound,  from  a  tree  to  a  sapling,  was  not  at 
all  unfrequent.  This  mode  of  road-making 
only  occurred  in  the  swampy  parts.  But 
these  are  tolerably  numerous  about  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  a  journey  over  them  must  have 
been,  in  those  days,  a  series  of  horrid 
torments. 

The  people  all  live  in  villages  built  of 
wood,  consisting  of  one  long  straggling  street, 
and  the  houses  are  generally  very  wretched 
and  dirty.  They  are  all  built  on  the  same 
plan,  have  immense  covered-in  yards  at  the 
back,  for  the  cattle  in  winter,  and  are  formed 
of  fir-trees,  laid  longitudinally  on  one  an- 
other, and  joined  together  at  the  corners,  the 
interstices  being  filled  up  with  moss.  They 
are  said  to  be  very  warm,  and  each  contains  a 
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store ;  on  the  top  of  this,  the  whole  family 
sleep  in  winter,  rolled  in  their  sheepskins. 
In  summer  many  of  the  men  lie  on  the  bare 
ground  in  front  of  their  habitations,  and  at 
night  we  always  found  numbers  of  these  wor- 
thies taking  their  rest  al  fresco  in  their  sheep- 
skins ;  preferring  the  open  canopy  of  heaven 
to  the  embraces  of  their  loving  spouses,  and 
the  attentions  of  the  varied  insect  inhabi- 
tants of  a  Russian  cottage. 

The  steps  of  the  post  house  was  a 
favorite  rendezvous  for  these  hardy  sleepers; 
and  we  had  often  to  step  over  the  bodies 
of  half  a  dozen  prostrate  mugiks  in  order 
to  gain  admission  to  the  hotel;  they  were 
seldom  awakened  by  the  arrival  of  the 
carriage,  whose  wheels  sometimes  passed 
within  a  few  feet  of  their  bodies.  And  so 
soundly     did    they    sleep    that    on     some 
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occasions  the  ostlers  and  coachmen,  who 
had  joined  the  snoring  party  on  the  steps, 
were  aroused  by  a  kick  in  the  ribs  from 
the  postilion  who  had  just  come  in. 
Russians  always  seem  to  go  to  sleep  when- 
ever they  can,  and  whenever  they  are  so 
inclined ;  their  sheepskins  serving  both  in 
winter  and  summer  all  the  purposes  of 
clothes,  bed,  and  bedding.  The  day  at 
this  time  of  year  is  so  long,  that  it  is 
light  twenty-one  hours  out  of  the  twenty- 
four,  so  that  they  may  work  or  sleep  just 
when  they  please. 

Agriculture  appears  to  be  conducted,  in 
the  interior  of  Russia,  on  the  most  primi- 
tive principles ;  fallowing  seemed  to  be  the 
most  usual  mode  of  cultivation,  and  agri- 
cultural machinery  is  of  the  most  simple 
construction.    I    often   saw   a   man   sallying 
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forth  to  his  day's  work,  carrying  his  plough 
in  one  hand,  and  leading  the  little  shaggy 
pony  that  was  to  draw  it,  with  the  other. 
This  tool  would  startle  a  Lothian  farmer, 
being  little  more  than  a  strong  forked 
stick,  one  point  of  which  is  shod  with 
iron,  and  scratches  the  ground  as  the  pony 
pulls  it  along,  while  the  other  is  held  in 
the  man's  hand.  The  whole  turn  out  is 
very  like  representations  I  have  seen  in 
old  pictures  of  the  progress  of  domestic  arts 
in  the  time  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy.  They 
do  not  seem  to  think  that  straight  ploughing 
at  all  adds  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  for 
they  wander  about  in  every  direction,  and 
score  the  ground  as  best  suits  their  fancy. 
The  animals  are  fed  in  summer  in  the 
forest,  and  in  winter  are  kept  in  the  large 
stables  attached  to  every  cottage. 
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Altogether  the  mode  of  life  of  the  Russian 
serf  is  as  wild  as  that  of  any  nation,  dwell- 
ing in  fixed  places  of  residence.  They  still 
exhibit  in  their  customs  and  habits,  many 
traces  of  the  nomade  race  from  whom 
they  are  sprung,  and  have  often,  even  in 
latter  years,  shewed  traits  in  every  way 
worthy  of  their  Scythian  origin.  The  men 
have  much  the  advantage  over  the  women 
in  good  looks;  their  features  are  for  the 
most  part  finely  proportioned  and  well 
chiselled  ;  a  good  grey  eye,  small  but  well 
formed  nose,  short  upper  lip,  and  well  pro- 
portioned chin  are  the  distinctive  marks  of 
the  pure  Sclave  untainted  by  German  or 
Kalmuck  blood;  this,  added  to  light  hair 
and  a  curly  beard,  makes  a  very  hand- 
some face,  expressive  of  much  deter- 
mination and  quickness.    Among  the  poorer 
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serfs,  however,  these  beauties  are  hidden  by 
dirt  and  hair  that  looks  as  if  it  was  never 
meant  to  be  combed.  I  do  not  believe 
it  ever  is;  and  the  accumulation  of  filth 
hoarded  on  the  mugik's  person  and  sheep- 
skin is  beyond  all  description. 

The  finest  old  men  I  ever  beheld,  we 
met  wandering  about  the  villages  on  the 
road;  their  flowing  white  hair,  and  beards, 
in  many  cases,  hung  round  most  Rembrandt 
like  faces;  and  as  they  leant  on  their 
staves,  looking  like  ancient  -patriarchs,  I 
think  they  might  fully  rival  in  appearance 
of  health  and  strength  the  pictures  of  Old 
Parr  lately  immortalized  on  patent  pill 
boxes. 

The  male  sex  among  the  serfs,  with 
the  greatest  want  of  gallantry,  keep  all  the 
beauty  to  themselves,  for  positively  nothing 
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can  be  uglier  than  the  Russian  women; 
their  faces  are  large,  their  noses  flat,  and 
their  cheek  bones  high  ;  and  as  to  figures, 
by  the  bones  of  Venus !  I  never  saw  such 
desecration  of  the  human  form  divine. 
How  they  get  themselves  into  so  inhuman 
a  shape  I  cannot  conceive  ;  their  waists 
seemed  to  me  to  be  above  their  breast ; 
where  the  rest  of  their  body  was  I  cannot 
tell,  for  the  gown  hung  perpendicularly 
from  this  unnatural  part  down  to  then- 
heels;  the  fact  is,  I  cannot  describe  their 
appearance,  as  never  were  daughters  of  Eve 
less  favored  with  beauty,  and  during  the 
whole  journey  from  St.  Petersburg  to 
Moscow  and  back,  I  did  not  see  one  pretty 
girl. 

They    wear    a    little    short    cloak,    lined 
and  trimmed  with  coarse  fur,  which  is  not 
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of  so  extravagant  a  shape  as  their  gowns ; 
but  even  this  costume,  that  would  be 
really  very  pretty  on  other  peasants,  fails 
to  give  them  the  least  appearance  of 
beauty.  I  willingly  pass  by  this  subject,  for 
I  cannot  say  anything  in  praise  of  my 
fair  fellow  creatures  of  the  lower  class  in 
Russia,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  almost  a  shame 
to  abuse  their  want  of  good  looks,  as  it  is 
not  their  fault  that  they  are  less  favored 
in  this  respect  than  others. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Condition  of  the  Russian  serf — Slave  tribute  —  The 
Abrok — Purchase  of  manumission — Wretchedness  of 
the  serf  on  some  estates— Slave  revolts — Education — 
Devotion  o/  the  serfs  to  their  masters  during  the  inva- 
sion of  Bonaparte — The  French  and  the  Russians— 
Slave  proprietors — Difficulties  of  emancipation — Pos- 
sibility of  their  effecting  their  own  liberty — Abolition 
of  serfdom  among  the  peasants  of  the  Crown — 
Posting  in  Russia — Russian  horses  and  harness — 
Journeys  of  the  fcmperor — A  wakeful  piper — Vishney 
Volotchok — Flat-bottomed  barges — Chicken  cutlets — 
The  Volga — First  view  of  Moscow. 


ST.   PETERSBURG   AND   MOSCOW.  45 


CHAPTER  III. 

THE   SERF. 

Tis  above  measure  strange  that  neither  proof 
Of  sad  experience  nor  example  set 
By  some,  whose  patriot  virtue  has  prevailed, 
Can  even  now  when  they  are  grown  mature 
In  wisdom,  and  with  philosophic  deeds 
Familiar,  serve  to  emancipate  the  rest. 
Such  dupes  are  men  to  custom,  and  so  prone 
To  reverence  what  is  ancient,  and  to  plead 
A  course  of  long  observance"  for  its  use 
That  even  servitude,  the  worst  of  ills, 
Because  delivered  down  from  sire  to  son 
Is  kept  and  guarded  as  a  sacred  thing. 

cowper. 

The  condition  of  the  Russian  serf  varies 
considerably  according  to  the  dispositions  or 
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inclinations  of  their  masters ;  and  the  mode 
of  treatment  is  so  different  on  different 
estates,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  lay 
down  a  fixed  statement  of  their  absolute 
position. 

Unlike  the  slaves  of  other  countries,  they 
belong  to  the  ground  whereon  they  are 
born,  and  they  cannot  be  sold  separately 
from  the  property  on  which  they  reside. 
On  the  estates  of  private  individuals,  the 
mode  of  levying  tribute  is  different;  some 
proprietors  raise  a  fine  of  a  certain  sum 
on  each  male  capable  of  work,  obliging 
them  besides  to  give  a  number  of  days' 
actual  agricultural  labour  in  the  summer 
season.  Those  who  follow  this  plan  cul- 
tivate the  ground  entirely  on  their  own 
account,  and  support  their  slaves  themselves, 
supplying  them  with  food,  lodging,  and  all 
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the  necessaries  of  life.  Others,  however, 
let  the  land  by  measurement  to  their  serfs, 
and  receive  rent  according  to  the  custom 
in  other  countries.  This  is  considered  to 
be  the  most  liberal  and  enlightened  system, 
for  it  encourages  exertion  and  industry 
much  more  than  individual  taxation.  Many 
are  allowed  to  go  into  towns  to  earn  their 
livelihood  by  trade  or  service;  in  this  case 
they  pay  a  yearly  fine  to  their  proprietors 
called  the  "Abrok,"  the  amount  being 
dependant  on  his  will,  and  often  regulated 
in  proportion  to  the  talents  or  industry  of 
those  who  pay  it. 

The  serfs  may  be  recalled  to  their  native 
village  at  any  moment,  and  can  on  no 
account  leave  the  country  without  express 
permission;  this  is  a  favour  most  difficult 
to   obtain,    and    one    very    rarely   granted. 
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They  cannot  many  without  the  leave  of 
their  lord,  and  may  not  purchase  manu- 
mission, except  with  his  consent.  There 
is  no  general  fixed  price  for  liberty,  and 
slaves  who  have  prospered  in  trade,  have 
been  known  to  offer,  in  vain,  the  most 
enormous  sums  for  freedom.  In  short,  with 
the  exception  of  individual  sale,  their  state 
in  no  way  differs  from  that  of  an  American 
negro. 

On  the  estates  of  enlightened  and  humane 
men,  the  serfs  are  well  attended  to,  and 
their  existence,  though  enslaved,  is  at  least 
free  from  want  and  care.  I  hear,  however, 
that  on  those  governed  by  bad  and  cruel 
intendants,  whose  proprietors  are  regardless 
of  ought  but  the  money  derived  from  their 
distant  lands,  the  state  of  the  serf  exceeds 
in  wretchedness  that  of  the  poor  peasants 


AND   MOSCOW.  49 

on  an  estate  of  the  most  reckless  of  our 
Irish  absentees. 

Even  in  Russia,  however,  this  land  of 
slavery,  and  absolute  power,  the  people  do 
not  always  suffer  quietly  the  weight  of 
oppression.  There  have  been  instances  of 
revolt  where  the  slaves  rising  in  a  body, 
have  committed  all  sorts  of  atrocities,  burn* 
ing  the  cattle  and  property  of  their  pro- 
prietors, and  in  some  cases  boiling  their 
landlords  alive  in  oil.  The  progress  of  this 
Tipperary-like  vengeance  was  only  stopped 
by  a  strong  detachment  of  the  army  being 
sent  to  oppose  them;  but  the  punishment 
ft  all  cases  came  swift,  and  terrible;  whole 
districts  were  nearly  decimated,  and  the 
survivors  sent  off  a  couple  of  thousand  miles 
to  assist  in  the  population  of  Asia. 

Education  is  not  invariably   extended  to 
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the  serfs,  but  almost  all  are  expert  tradesmen, 
as  they  employ  themselves,  in  winter,  within 
doors,  when  the  weather  prevents  employ- 
ment in  the  open  air.  In  summer  they 
tend  the  flocks,  or  till  the  ground;  and 
when  the  six  months'  frost  precludes  agri- 
cultural labour,  they  work  at  different 
handicrafts  at  home;  a  certain  quantity  of 
the  produce  of  their  industry  being  frequently 
sold  for  the  master's  benefit.  They  are  well 
fed,  and  have  few  wants  beyond  their  log- 
house,  stove,  and  sheep-skin;  but  they 
appeared  generally  languid,  and  seemed  rarely 
to  practice  the  athletic  sports  in  which  the 
peasants  of  other  lands  usually  delight. 

This,  then,  is  the  life  of  the  Russian  serf; 
he  knows  no  law  save  the  will  of  his 
ipaster;  and  "  the  Father,"  as  they  call  the 
Emperor,  in  his  idea  is  the  personification 
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of  all  earthly  greatness.  When  well  treated, 
they  are  affectionate  and  grateful,  hospitable 
to  strangers,  and  quiet  among  themselves; 
but  the  ban  of  slavery  lies  heavy  upon 
them,  and  all  their  actions  betoken  a  mute 
and  almost  sullen  submission.  Their  devotion 
to  their  hereditary  lords  is  worthy  of  a  better 
cause,  and  merits,  in  many  instances,  the 
name  of  virtue.  When  Napoleon  offered 
them  freedom  if  they  would  fight  against 
their  country,  they  indignantly  refused  it, 
and  scarcely  ever,  in  the  course  of  the  war, 
did  the  cause  of  patriotism  suffer  from  the 
treason  of  a  slave.  They  cheerfully  sacri- 
ficed their  lives  and  properties  at  the 
bidding  of  "the  Father;"  the  hand  of  the 
serf  often  fired  his  whole  earthly  property, 
and  leaving  the  home  of  his  childhood,  he 
has  wandered  with  his  family,  houseless,  and 
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starving  to  the  forest,  rather  than  the  in- 
vading Gaul  should  find  food  and  shelter 
in  the  land  of  the  Emperor. 

In  no  history,  ancient  and  modern,  are 
more  heroic  instances  of  self-devotion  to  be 
found  than  in  the  annals  of  the  campaign 
of  1812,  so  disastrous  to  both  conquerors 
and  conquered.  The  Russians  gave  all 
they  possessed,  and  led,  with  indomitable 
courage,  *  their  devoted  serfs  to  die  before 
the  disciplined  legions  of  France.  But  the 
commanders  of  Alexander  were  no  match 
for  the  skilful  and  victorious  Generals  of 
Napoleon,  and  the  devotion  of  a  legion  of 
bondsmen  was  of  little  avail  against  the  free- 
born  heroes  of  the  grand  army.  The 
morale,  the  individual,  the  indomitable 
bravery  which  led  the  Gallic  soldiers  in 
one  triumphant  march  from  Paris  to  Moscow, 
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was  too  much  for  the  machine-like  hardi- 
hood of  the  masses  of  slaves.  One  fought 
for  honor,  for  glory,  for  immortal  fame; 
the  others  died  because  "  the  Father"  de- 
sired it. 

Undismayed,  and  unflinching,  the  Russian 
troops  were  shot  down  by  thousands ;  they 
never  thought  of  leaving  the  ground  they 
stood  on,  or  deserting  the  post  assigned 
them ;  but  they  seldom  made  a  brilliant 
charge,  or  dashed  impetuously  on  the  foe. 
It  was  the  heroism  more  of  the  martyr 
than  the  soldier;  the  spirit  of  slavery  ena- 
bled them  to  suffer  cheerfully,  but  did  not 
prompt  them  to  act  as  if  victory  depended 
on  their  own  exertions. 

Never  more  plainly  did  the  children  of 
liberty  shew  to  the  world  how  triumphant 
is    the    might    of    freedom,    over    all    the 
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power  of  despotism  than  in  that  year  so 
terrible  to  France  and  Russia.  Uncon- 
quered  by  human  arm,  the  resistless  inva- 
ders only  succumbed  to  the  adverse  force 
of  nature,  for  in  fair  fight  or  equal  battle, 
the  banner  of  Napoleon  waved  invariably 
victorious  over  his  gallant  host.  Indivi- 
dually unvanquished,  the  little  remnant  of 
the  mightiest  army  ever  raised  in  days  of 
warfare,  returned  home;  for  with  every 
natural  advantage  on  their  side,  the  devo- 
tion of  the  slave  was  unable  to  protect 
their  master's  land  from  the  arms  of  the 
free. 

This  might  have  taught  the  rulers  a 
lesson ;  then  might  they  have  given  to  their 
heroic  servants  the  dearest  boon  of  life. 
But  twenty-seven  million  souls  still  bow  to 
the   iron    rod,    and    in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
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tury,  slavery  as  deep  as  it  is  undeserved, 
sullies  half  the  surface  of  Europe.  Some 
there  are  among  the  upper  classes,  who 
have  lately  set  noble  examples,  and,  at  a 
great  pecuniary  sacrifice,  have  given  their 
peasants  freedom ;  but  they  are  looked  upon 
in  the  same  light  by  their  compatriots,  as 
would  be  a  liberal  slave  proprietor  of  the 
"  Southern  States"  of  America. 

I  have  conversed  with  many  on  the  sub- 
ject of  emancipation,  and  though  some 
declared,  that  they  conceived  it  might  be 
effected  with  little  loss  to  themselves,  and 
that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country  at  large,  they  scarcely  seemed  to 
know  how  it  could  be  done.  The  question 
is  involved  in  such  immense  difficulty,  and 
so  many  conflicting  interests  must  be 
conciliated,  that  it  will  be  many  years   ere 
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a  party  will  be  found  in  Russia  strong 
and  daring  enough  to  assail  this  abomina- 
ble institution. 

The  disastrous  consequences  of  the 
emancipation  of  our  West  India  negroes, 
is  always  brought  forward  as  an  argument 
by  the  supporters  of  slavery;  and  they 
regard  with  horror  any  change  capable  of 
entailing  such  destruction  on  property, 
without  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
bondsman.  I  have  no  doubt  so  sudden 
a  revolution  as  that  of  the  West  Indies, 
would  in  Russia  be  attended  with  very 
great  danger  to  public  security;  it  would 
take  some  years  to  render  the  serf  fit  for 
the  possession  of  civil  rights,  and  a  certain 
degree  of  education  would  be  necessary 
to  prepare  him  for  fulfilling  the  duties  of 
a  free  citizen ;  but  is  it  impossible  to  effect 
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:  this?     Might    not    the    change    be    made 

\  gradually  and  cautiously?  And  do  not  the 

words  of  the  great  Catherine,  before  quoted, 
t  strengthen   and   confirm    the    opinion,   that 

Russia  might  be  freed  without  danger  to  the 
existing  government ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  that  government,  gradually  to  prepare 
the  minds  of  its  subjects  for  so  beneficial 
a  change. 

Until  the  children  of  the  soil  be  free, 
Russia  may  vainly  hope  to  possess  the 
preponderance  in  the  scale  of  nations  that 
her  vast  territory  entitles  her  to.  She  may 
conquer  the  effeminate  Persian,  or  by  the 
aid  of  her  enormous  armies,  keep  enslaved 
Poland  in  subjection ;  she  may  march  her 
hosts  of  serfs  to  extend  her  already  too 
wide  domains,  or  to  starve  the  gallant 
Circassian  into  amenity  to  her  power;  but 

d  3 
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never  will  the  nations  of  Europe  feel  that 
the  clutch  of  the  Black  Eagle  is  to  be 
feared,  that  her  armies  when  met  by  equal 
numbers,  are  to  be  dreaded ;  never  will  the 
wealth  of  other  lands  find  its  way  in  due 
proportion,  to  the  traders  of  the  north, 
or  will  one  thousandth  part  of  the  gigantic 
resources  of  this  mighty  empire  be  deve- 
loped, till  the  slave  is  free,  and  until 
thraldom  is  banished  from  the  land. 
Endued  with  many  great  national  qualities, 
the  Russian  serf  is  in  every  way  worthy 
of  freedom.  He  combines  oriental  quickness 
and  versatility  of  talent,  with  some  of  the 
hardy  virtues  of  the  north;  and  though 
partaking  more  of  Asiatic  than  European 
character,  in  him  is  to  be  found  many  of 
the  elements  of  national  greatness.  The 
blindness  of  the  rulers  may  still  endeavour 
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to  continue  this  horrid  system,  and  rivet 
still  stronger  the  bondsman's  chain:  but 
let  them  beware  of  a  nation  one  day  spring- 
ing into  existence,  despite  all  their 
precautions;  let  them  remember  that  a 
trifling  cause  might  kindle  a  flame  in 
Russia,  that  governments  and  armies 
may  vainly  endeavour  to  extinguish. 

Then  would  the  vengeance  of  the  slave, 
liberated  by  his  own  right  hand,  fall  swift 
and  heavy  on  his  former  masters.  Unedu- 
cated, unrestrained,  and  unfit  for  self-govern- 
ment, he  would  riot  on  the  ruins  of  former 
greatness,  and  anarchy  would  deluge  the 
fair  cities  of  Russia.  Terrors  such  as  these, 
are  to  averted  only  by  mild  and  judicious 
government,,  and  by  a  determination,  on 
the  part  of  the  rulers,  to  recognize  the 
just  rights  of  man.     Gradually   and  surely 
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might  the  great  work  be  carried  on, 
changing  by  custom  what  custom  has  esta- 
blished, and  altering  laws  by  laws;  the 
work  would  be  grand;  the  consequence, 
the  dawn  of  the  greatness  of  Russia.  Though 
Europe  might  justly  dread  the  ten-fold 
augmentation  of  her  giant  neighbour's 
power,  she  would  with  admiration  behold 
a  nation,  liberated  without  the  effusion  of 
a  drop  of  blood,  and  freedom  doubly 
blessed  from  being  freely  bestowed. 

It  is  a  good  sign  for  the  serf,  that  he 
who  now  wears  the  crown  of  the  Czars  is  not 
the  owner  of  a  single  slave;  and  though 
the  freedom  of  the  Imperial  peasant  may 
be  as  yet,  by  force  of  circumstances,  imper- 
fect, still  the  Russian  peasant  can  tell  his 
sons,  how  the  children  of  "  the  Father" 
wear  no  bonds,  and  how  that  Father  desires 


AND   MOSCOW.  61 

the  liberty  of  all  who  own  his  sway.  God 
strengthen  those  ideas  in  his  breast,  and 
should  he  ever  succeed  in  perfecting  so 
stupendous  a  work,  he  may  know  that 
twenty-seven  million  hearts,  already  devoted 
to  his  service,  will  throb  wildly  with  grsu- 
titude  to  "the  Father" — such  gratitude 
as  a  captive  might  evince  to  his  liberator, 
or  the  prisoner  of  a  dark  dungeon  might 
feel  towards  him  who  burst  his  chains,  and 
led  him  forth  to  life,  liberty,  and  light. 

How  glorious,  how  holy,  how  immortal 
the  halo  that  would,  for  such  a  deed,  encircle 
his  Imperial  brow  !  No  prouder  wreath 
was  ever  bound  on  hero's  helm,  or  monarch's 
crown.  The  praise  of  the  daughters  of  his 
country,  and  the  acclamations  of  an  adoring 
nation,  may  fall  sweet  on  the  warrior's  ear, 
whose   brave    heart    and    strong   arm    had 
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freed  his  land  from  dangerous  foes;  yet 
his  triumph  must  be  chilled  at  the  remem- 
brance of  many  companions  in  arms,  whose 
corpses  have  strewn  the  field  of  fight:  but 
the  Imperial  deliverer  of  Russia  would  give 
freedom  to  millions,  untainted  by  a  drop 
of  Russian  blood,  unstained  by  a  single 
tear :  from  wild  wood,  and  boundless  forest* 
from  the  Frozen  ocean  to  the  Caspian 
would  one  great  shout  of  everlasting  free- 
dom rise  to  Heaven;  and  their  children's 
children  to  a  thousand  generations,  would 
tell  of  "  the  Great  Father,"  who  first  burst 
the  long- worn  chain.  Visionary  all  this 
may  be,  and  many  may  consider  it  a  dream 
of  boyish  folly  ;  but  I  despair  not  of 
living  to  see  Russia  free ;  and,  though  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  well-being  of 
the  whole  nation,  that  the  revolution  should 
be   the    work   of  time,   and    the   result   of 
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years  of  preparation;  though  at  present  the 

horizon  of  hope  seems  as  dark  to  the  poor 

serf,  as  in  the  earliest  periods  of  the  empire, 

yet  still  I  know   that  feelings  will  spread, 

and  that  the  spirit  of  freedom  which  is  daily 

gaining,  ground  in  every  corner  of  Europe, 

will,  in  spite  of  police   and  passports,  enter 

the  dominions  of  the  Czar. 

Let  them  meet  it  if  they  can — oppose  it  if 

they  dare ;   but  like  the  sun-burst  after  storm 

and  rain,  it  will  shine  alike  over  ice-bound 

banks  and  sunny  shores ;  and  they  will  be 

the  really  wise  who  can  profit  by  its  light, 

and  establish   beneath   its   kindly   rays  just 
laws  and  free  institutions ;  and  by  turning  the 

opening  minds  of  men  into  right  channels, 

will  effect  a  bloodless  revolution,  and  without 

a  struggle,  give  freedom  to  their  country. 
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We  journeyed  on  in  all  the  luxury  of 
a  comfortable  carriage,  and  horses  were 
ready  at  each  place  of  relay.  The  posting 
in  Russia  is  the  best  in  the  world,  provided 
the  rank  of  the  traveller  is  sufficient  to 
command  the  respect,  and  enforce  the  civility 
of  the  post-master.  The  little  shaggy 
horses,  whose  height  rarely  exceeds  fourteen 
hands,  are  endued  with  wonderful  powers 
of  endurance.  Those  powers  are  taxed  to 
the  utmost  by  the  untiring  energy  of 
the  coachman,  who  never  ceases  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  stage  to 
urge  the  poor  beasts  by  voice,  whip,  and 
rein :  the  flogging  never  stops  for  a 
moment,  and  it  is  with  them  invariably 
a  continual  succession  of  oaths  and  blows, 
so    that   the    beasts    are    always    kept    to 
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what  we  should  call  in  Ireland  their  "  dead 
best." 

They  are  harnessed  four  a-breast,  and 
tied  to  the  carriage  with  ropes ;  these  break 
continually,  but  are  knotted  up  again  in 
a  minute,  and  with  a  low  howl  from  the 
bearded  mugik,  the  ponies  are  off  again, 
and  the  little  whip  goes  on  as  vigorously 
till  the  panting  beasts  are  pulled  up  at  the 
next  post-house.  Each  horse  has  his  own 
pair  of  reins,  so  that  the  coachman's  hands 
are  always  full  of  ropes,  which  he  rattles 
unmercifully  on  the  flanks  of  his  steeds. 
In  this  manner  they  get  on,  at  the  rate  of 
fourteen  miles  an  hour,  including  stoppages ; 
and  in  no  country  is  it  possible  to  post  so 
expeditiously  and  well,  as  between  Moscow 
and  St.  Petersburg. 

The  journeys  of  the  Emperor  are  effected 
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with  almost  incredible  speed;  he  generally 
travels  the  distance  between  the  two  capitals, 
in  thirty-one  hours.  A  cloud  of  dust  in 
the  horizon  tells  of  his  approach,  a  light 
caliche  containing  two  persons,  gallops 
up ;  to  take  off  and  put  to,  is  not  the 
work  of  a  moment,  as  the  harness  is 
fastened  with  hooks,  and  the  crowd  of 
peasants  have  scarcely  time  to  get  a  glimpse 
of  "the  Father,"  before  he  is  out  of  sight 
again,  and  another  cloud  of  dust  is  all 
that  remains  of  the  Emperor.  Should  a 
horse  fall  from  fatigue,  his  body  is  thrown 
on  one  side,  and  the  coachman  dashes  on 
with  the  remaining  three,  as  if  nothing 
had  happened.  In  this  manner  does  his 
Majesty  lessen  the  great  distances  he  is  fre- 
quently obliged  to  travel,  in  his  immense  em- 
pire. In  other  countries,  he  generally  journeys 
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in    strict    incognito,    and    sometimes    even 
in  disguise,  as  a  courier,  or  feld-jager. 

Early  in  the  morning  after  leaving 
Yajelbitzy,  I  was  roused  by  a  wakeful 
mugik,  who  evidently  appreciating  the  good 
effects  of  what  the  doctors  call ,  matutinal 
exercise,  was  making  a  most  unearthly 
noise  on  a  long  pipe,  which  responded  to 
his  apparently  great  exertion  by  a  screech 
of  fifty  bag-pipe  power.  This  vile  instru- 
ment seemed  only  to  possess  three  notes, 
but  it  made  up  in  quantity  what  it  wanted 
in  quality;  and  all  the  pipers  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  assisted  by  the  jriferari 
of  the  Campagna,  could  never  rival  in 
discord  this  dismal  keene.  He  paraded 
up  and  down  the  small  village,  while  we 
were  changing  horses,  and  certainly  it  must 
have  been  a  diabolical  noise,  for  it  actually 
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roused  many  of  the  street  sleepers,  who 
got  up  from  their  stony  bed  at  the  call 
of  this  barbarous  musician.  Their  slumbers 
had  not  been  in  the  least  disturbed  by 
the  arrival  of  our  two  carriages,  and  the 
shout  of  the  courier  for  fresh  horses ; 
but  the  discordant  reveilW  of  the  piper 
brought  them  to  life  immediately. 

We  came  to  Vishney  Volotchok  to  break- 
fast: this  is  a  small  town,  where  the 
great  canal  commences  that  unites  the 
Volga  with  a  series  of  rivers  and  lakes, 
leading  to  the  Ladoga  and  Neva,  whereby 
the  waters  of  the  Caspian  are  joined  to 
those  of  the  Baltic.  There  were  a  great 
number  of  the  large  flat-bottomed  barges 
peculiar  to  Russia,  lying  here;  these  are 
generally  a  hundred  yards  long,  built  of 
rough    planks    very    loosely    put    together. 
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They  never  serve  for  more  than  one  voyage; 
and  when  they  arrive  at  their  destination, 
are  broken  up  for  firewood.  Timber  is  so 
plentiful  in  the  interior,  that  the  transit 
home  would  be  much  more  expensive  than 
the  first  cost  of  the  vessel.  They  are  dragged 
up  the  streams,  and  along  the  canals  by 
horses,  and  on  the  lakes  are  propelled  by 
a  great  sail,  and  a  bank  of  oars  of  the 
most  primitive  construction,  while  one  huge 
fir  tree  scooped  into  the  shape  of  an 
enormous  oar,  forms  the  rudder  of  this  very 
lively  looking  craft.  They  take  the  whole 
summer  to  come  from  the  Caspian  to 
St.  Petersburg ;  and  sometimes  the  frost 
stops  them  before  they  reach  their  destina- 
tion, when  they  have  a  cool  bivouac  for 
the  winter  in  some  frozen  swamp. 

The   appearance   of  these    floating   habi- 
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tatioas  is  sometimes  very  grotesque,  par- 
ticularly those  employed  in  carrying  hay  to 
the  towns  from  the  interior ;  they  resemble  a 
vast  rick,  a  couple  of  hundred  feet  in  length, 
creeping  slowly  along,  and  when  seen  from«a 
distance  might  fairly  be  taken  for  the  cele- 
brated flying  hay-stack,  so  often  alluded  to, 
by  young  sportsmen.  Steam  might  be 
applied  with  great  advantage  on  parts  of  this 
immense  line  of  water  communication,  but 
could  hardly  be  available  for  the  whole 
length,  as  no  boat  drawing  more  than  two 
feet  and  a  half  of  water,  can  be  certain  of 
ascending  the  Volga  in  summer. 

From  Vishny  Volotchok,  we  travelled 
on  to  Torgok — famous  for  its  embroidery  on 
leather,  and  its  chicken  cutlets ;  of  the 
former,  we  had  bought  many  specimens,  in 
the  shape  of  slippers  and  caps,  at  St.  Peters- 
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burg,  and  were  delighted  to  find  that  we 
had  paid  about  half  what  they  asked  for 
them  here ;  we,  therefore,  devoted  ourselves 
exclusively  to  the  cutlets,  which  were  very 
good  and  fully  merit  their  European  fame. 
Our  kind  friends,  in  whose  carriage  we  were 
travelling,  joined  us  at  dinner,  and  we  were 
as  merry  as  possible,  having  already  got 
over  two  thirds  of  our  long  journey. 

In  the  evening,  we  reached  Tver,  a  town 
of  government,  where  we  crossed  the  mighty 
Volga ;  even  here  a  thousand  miles  from  its 
mouth,  it  is  a  magnificent  stream,  and 
seemed  to  me,  as  we  galloped  over  the 
bridge  of  boats,  a  good  deal  broader  than  the 
Thames  at  London  Bridge ;  we  rested  here 
for  an  hour,  and  after  solacing  ourselves 
with   the   usual   tea  and  cigars,  made  our- 


72  ST.    PETERSBURG 

selves  up  for  the  night  in  great  spirits,  for 
the  next  morning  we  were  to  enter  Moscow. 

About  ten  the  following  day,  we  arrived  at 
the  last  post;  but  no  change  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  country  gave  the  slightest 
indication  of  our  approach  to  the  ancient 
capital  of  the  Czars.  The  villages  were  as 
straggling  and  wretched,  the  forest  as  wild, 
the  lines  of  Telegas  crawled  along  as  slowly 
as  ever,  and  their  solemn  looking  drivers  sat 
as  apathetically  on  their  loads,  as  if  they 
intended  to  creep  on  at  the  same  pace  to  all 
eternity.  As  we  galloped  on  we  ardently 
watched  for  the  top  of  every  little  undulation, 
in  hopes  that  it  would  reveal  to  us,  a  view  of 
the  sacred  city,  the  grand  end  of  our  journey, 
for  which  we  had  toiled  so  far. 

At  last  we  descried  the  park  and  palace  of 
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Petrofskoi,  shortly  after,  a  forest  of  gilded 
and  painted  domes  arose  on  the  horizon, 
bounding  a  large  open  plain,  and  we  beheld 
with  delight  the  thousand  minarets  of 
Moscow.  The  fatigue  we  felt  gave  proof 
of  the  degeneracy  now  created  by  luxurious 
railroad  and  steam  journeying;  the  present 
youth  of  Great  Britain  being  little  accus- 
tomed to  spend  three  days  and  nights  in  a 
carriage,  little  as  their  fathers  would  have 
thought  about  it.  When,  therefore,  we  saw  the 
goal  of  our  voyage  within  reach,  I  thought 
with  Napoleon,  "  that  it  was  full  time." 

We  soon  stopped  at  the  great  black  and 
white  beam,  which  is  laid  across  all  Russian 
roads,  whenever  a  passport  is  to  be  examined ; 
this  is  not  raised  to  let  carriages  go 
through,  until  it  is  ascertained  that  the 
travellers  are  persons  proper  to  be  admitted 
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to  the  hospitalities  of  an  imperial  town.  Our 
passport  was  with  our  servant  in  the  dili- 
gence, but  we  passed  without  the  slightest 
difficulty  as  the  General's  cook,  and  valet-de- 
chambre,  and  drove  under  a  triumphal  arch 
into  Moscow. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE   SACRED   CITY. 

The  half  barbaric  Moscow's  minarets 

Gleam  in  the  sun,  but  'tis  a  sun  that  sets ! 

Moscow !  thou  limit  of  his  long  career 

For  which  rude  Charles  had  wept  his  frozen  tear 

To  see  in  vain— he  saw  thee — how  ?  With  spire 

And  palace  fuel  to  one  common  fire ; 

To  this  the  soldier  lent  his  kindling  match ; 

To  this  the  peasant  gave  his  cottage  thatch; 

To  this  the  merchant  flung  his  hoarded  store ; 

The  prince  his  hall — and  Moscow  was  no  more. 

BYRON — AGE   OF   BRONZE. 

What  a  host  of  feelings  crowded  on  our 
minds  as  we  entered  the  ancient  City  of  the 


7&  ST.   PETERSBURG 

Czars!  The  glories  of  St.  Petersburg  are 
here  eclipsed  by  the  equal  splendour,  but 
more  historic  associations  of  the  old  town. 
Peter's  city,  though  coeval  with  the  greatness 
of  Russia,  is  but  of  yesterday,  a  thing  glitter- 
ing in  all  the  gaudiness  of  novelty,  when 
compared  with  the  stately  and  matured 
beauties  of  Moscow's  Palace  covered  hills. 
She  is  truly  the  real  capital  of  Russia ;  the 
cradle  of  the  Empire.  The  Holy  City  of 
the  Greek  faith, — around  whose  name,  the 
halo  of  great  deeds  therein  performed  will 
for  ever  shine. 

Reft  from  the  conquering  Tartars,  the 
cross  was  on  her  towers  first  firmly  planted 
above  the  humbled  crescent^  and  the 
Moslem,  driven  from  Muscovy,  left  the  walls 
he  himself  had  raised  to  be  made  a  strong- 
hold of  his   enemies,  and  a  defence  of  the 
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Temples  of  the  Christians  of  the  North. 
Here  took  root  and  grew  the  germ  of  the 
power  that  now  exercises  so  mighty  an 
influence  over  Europe  and  Asia.  Here  was 
first  firmly  established  the  throne  of  the 
Czars. 

But  great  though  her  history  may  be  as 
the  ancient  mistress  of  Russia,  and  sacred  as 
she  is  held  from  her  thousand  shrines,  the 
story  of  the  deed  done  at  Moscow,  in  our 
own  times,  is  that  whereon  she  rests  her 
immortal  fame.  On  her  hills  was  celebrated 
the  greatest  sacrifice  ever  made  by  a  nation 
to  a  country's  cause.  All  holy,  and  ancient, 
rich,  beautiful,  and  beloved,  as  she  was,  she 
was  rendered  a  willing  offering  by  Russians 
to  the  safety  of  Russia.  Through  the  dire 
necessity  of  the  times,  it  became  indispens- 
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able  that  the  idol  of  every  Russian's  heart 
should  be  given  to  destruction.  The  invader 
was  already  in  her  streets,  a  resistless  army 
had  taken  possession  of  her  palaces;  the 
spoiler  had  desecrated  her  shrines  ;  but,  in 
the  midst  of  his  triumph,  of  his  plunder  and 
of  his  spoil,  a  cry  is  heard, — smoke  is  seen, — 
here  and  there  a  gleam  of  fire, — till,  in  a  few 
hours,  the  whole  city  is  one  vast  volcano. 
Moscow  falls — but  Russia  is  saved.  A  heca- 
tomb of  blazing  streets,  welcomed  the  inva- 
der to  her  conquered  walls.  He  reached  forth 
his  arm  red  with  conquest  to  clasp  the 
phantom  love  of  his  ambitious  heart,  to  the 
possession  of  which  he  had  devoted  every 
energy  of  his  mighty  mind,  and  wasted  the 
lives  of  the  bravest  children  of  France.  That 
phantom  when    touched,    melted   from   his 
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grasp,  and  a  heap  of  ashes/  a  mass  of  cal- 
cined walls,  was  all  that  the  conqueror  con- 
quered at  Moscow. 

It  was  here  that  the  star,  whose  favouring 
influence  had  lighted  the  child  of  destiny 
from  obscurity  to  a  throne,  set  for  ever; 
for  the  terrible  virtue  of  the  children  of 
the  north,  first  turned  against  him  the  tide 
of  fortune.  It  was  not  on  Leipsic's  bloody 
field,  nor  in  the  disasters  of  the  campaign 
of  1814,  that  Napoleon  experienced  his 
greatest  reverse ;  these  were  but  the  conse- 
quences of  the  days  of  the  great  fire. 
For  no  sooner  did  the  light  of  the  blazing 
city  spread  over  the  continent,  than  many 
a  vengeful  shaft  was  pointed  at  the  wounded 
lion,  and  the  fire  of  Moscow  was  the  beacon 
that  roused  again  into  action  the  paralyzed 
powers   of  Europe.     It  was   here  the  first 
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wound  was  given,  and  Napoleon's  good 
genius  left  him  for  ever  at  the  Kremlin. 

Of  all  the  towns  and  cities  in  Europe 
that  I  have  seen,  (excepting  Edinburgh), 
this  is  the  most  picturesque;  and  though 
her  minarets  and  gilded  domes  might  not 
strike  an  Oriental  traveller  so  much  as  they 
did  us  ;  to  me,  who  have  not  seen  the 
glorious  east,  she  appeared  beyond  anything 
novel  and  lovely.  The  town  is  built  on 
a  series  of  undulations  and  low  hills,  so 
that  from  the  sides  or  summit  of  each 
acclivity,  beautiful  views  of  streets,  palaces, 
and  churches,  are  continually  obtained. 
The  streets  are  wide,  but  as  badly  paved 
as  those  in  every  Russian  town. 

The  houses  generally  stand  apart  from 
one  another,  and  are  separated  by  small 
courts    or   gardens.     In    one   street,    called 
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the  street  of  gardens,  which  encircles  half 
the  town,  a  small  plot  of  ground  containing 
trees  and  shrubs  lies  between  each  dwelling 
and  the  street.  These  little  parterres  are 
very  badly  kept,  but  the  coup-d'ceil  of 
the  whole  is  very  fine,  as  the  carriage  way 
is  broader  than  Portland  Place,  and  the 
houses  for  the  most  part  are  very  hand- 
some. 

The  nominal  boundary  of  the  city  is 
said  to  be  thirty  versts  in  circumference; 
but  this  includes  a  quantity  of  waste  ground, 
and  a  number  of  gardens,  parks,  and 
monasteries.  The  city  itself,  however,  is 
of  the  most  enormous  dimensions,  and  its 
scanty  population,  added  to  the  wideness 
of  the  streets,  gives  an  air  of  desolation  to 
every  scene. 

Seven-eighths  of  Moscow  were  destroyed 
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in  the  great  fire  of  1812,  and  the  rebuilding, 
which  was  entirely  finished  in  a  few  years, 
has  been  done  on  the  most  approved  princi- 
ples of  Russian  architecture.  The  churches, 
however,  have  retained  their  oriental  charac- 
ter, and  are  invariably  surmounted  by  a 
number  of  small  domes,  painted  in  gaudy 
colours,  or  gilt,  and  united  together  by 
small  chains.  In  the  front  of  every  church, 
there  are  always  placed  two  low,  open  towers 
for  the  bells.  These  form  the  great  pride 
of  the  Greek  priests,  and  are  rung  by  ropes 
attached  to  the  clappers.  By  this  means, 
one  ringer  can  work  a  team  of  seven,  or 
eight,  big  and  little,  and  generally  succeeds 
in  making  a  most  discordant  noise;  it  is, 
however,  said  to  be  very  sweet  to  the  ears 
of  the  faithful. 

The    walls    of    every    sacred    edifice    in 


AND   MOSCOW.  85 

Moscow,  are  covered  on  the  outside  with 
paintings,  representing  various  holy  subjects ; 
but  usually  emblematical  of  the  exploits  of 
the  Saint  to  whom  the  building  is  dedicated. 
The  churches  being  very  numerous,  afford 
a  great  field  for  the  exhibition  of  the 
painter's  taste ;  his  genius,  however,  is  more 
often  devoted  to  the  development  of  the 
gorgeous  vestments  of  his  personages, 
than  to  the  expression   of  feature  or  form. 

An  outer  boulevard,  planted  with  trees,  en- 
circles the  whole  city,  while  a  smaller  one 
surrounds  the  Kremlin  and  Bazaar;  the 
latter  is  a  favourite  resort  in  the  summer 
evenings  for  the  beau  monde  of  Moscow. 

If  St.  Petersburg  seems  deserted  from 
the  great  width  of  her  streets,  and  a 
population  comparatively  small  in  proportion 
to  her  size,  Moscow  is  ten-fold  more  deso- 
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late;  with  the  exception  of  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  Bazaar,  and  space 
before  the  walls  of  the  Kremlin,  the  streets 
are  absolutely  deserted.  Our  landlord  warned 
us  of  the  danger  of  walking  about  at  night, 
as  he  said  robberies  were  frequent;  but  I 
fancy  that  his  fears  were  groundless,  and 
that  street  thieves  would  drive  but  a  poor 
trade  in  the  thoroughfares  of  Moscow ;  for 
this  simple  reason,  that  after  nightfall,  they 
would  never  meet  any  one  to  rob.  The 
space  whereon  the  town  stands,  would  easily 
afford  habitation  for  more  than  a  million, 
while  the  actual  population  scarcely  exceeds 
three  hundred  thousand  souls. 

The  Kremlin  is,  of  course,  the  first  and 
greatest  attraction :  it  stands  on  a  slight 
eminence  over  the  river  Moskwa,  an  insig- 
nificant   stream.      It    is    surrounded    by  a 
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wall,  an  English  mile  in  circumference, 
varying  from  twenty  to  forty  feet  in  height, 
and  surrounded  by  a  curious  battlement 
of  Saracenic  form.  The  Kremlin  was  origi- 
nally a  fortress,  and  in  the  days  of  ancient 
warfare  must  have  been  a  place  of  con- 
siderable strength.  It  first  contained  the 
Palace  of  the  Tartar  chiefs,  who  then 
reigned  in  Moscow;  afterwards,  some 
churches  and  a  convent  were  added  in  the 
eastern  style,  under  the  early  Christian 
sway;  but  now  all  is  changed:  the  courts 
of  the  Kremlin  are  filled  with  a  host  of 
large  buildings  in  the  Russo  antique  style 
of  architecture,  the  senate  house,  arsenal, 
barracks,  old  and  new  palaces,  convents, 
guard-houses,  &c,  are  all  of  that  order, 
so  justly  ridiculed  by  de  Custine ;  the 
churches,    a    remnant    of    the    old   Tartar 
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palace,  and  the  tower  of  Ivan  Veliki,  being 
the  only  remains  of  oriental  architecture 
now  extant. 

The  interior  of  the  Kremlin,  therefore, 
differs  in  nothing,  save  a  little  irregularity, 
from  the  new  streets  of  the  restored  town. 
But  the  finishing  stroke  to  this  incongruity 
of  style,  so  ill-befitting  the  sacred  ground 
whereon  these  modern  innovations  stand, 
is  the  new  palace,  now  rising  on  the  site 
of  the  ancient  habitation  of  the  Czars.  It 
is  an  enormous  pile,  without  the  smallest 
pretensions  to  architectural  beauty,  and 
looks  more  like  a  Manchester  cotton  factory 
than  the  Imperial  residence  of  the  sacred 
Kremlin. 

How  the  Russian  committee  of  taste 
could  have  induced  themselves  to  set  up 
an   eye-sore   of    such    gigantic    proportions 
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on  so  holy  a  spot,  can  only  be  conceived 
by  those  who  have  mused  upon  the  edifices 
of  Trafalgar  Square.  They  might  have 
left  the  old  palace  as  it  was:  but  if  an 
Imperial  residence  was  wanting  in  Moscow, 
and  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  stand 
on  this  place,  with  the  talent  for  imitation 
that  the  Russians  are  known  to  possess, 
why  not  have  copied  the  Alhambra  in  the 
courts  of  the  Kremlin  ? 

In  the  interior  of  this  renowned  fortress, 
therefore,  thanks  to  the  outrageous  taste  of 
the  Russian  architects  of  latter  years,  we 
found  nothing  to  impress  our  minds  with 
reverence  or  awe,  save  the  memories  of  the 
past ;  but  they  fortunately  could  not  remove 
by  brick  and  plaster  imitations  of  Grecian 
porticoes  and  antique  fa9ades,  the  glorious 
and  unequalled  view  from  the  terrace  of  the 
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Kremlin,  from  its  battlemented  walls,  or  from 
the  summit  of  its  towers. 

On  the  day  I  saw  it  first,  I  looked  down 
on  a  wide  mass  of  painted  roofs  and  gilded 
towers  glittering  in  the  noon-day  sun,  and  I 
thought  my  eyes  had  never  feasted  on  a  more 
magnificent  panorama  of  the  habitations  of 
man.  The  Moskwa  flowed  just  beneath  our 
feet ;  the  great  edifice  of  the  Foundling  Hos- 
pital gracing  its  banks  on  our  left  hand,  while 
to  the  right  the  stream  wandered  in  tortuous 
windings,  till  it  became  lost  in  the  grey 
distance.  On  the  opposite  bank  lay  a  wide 
expanse  of  green  roofs,  and  minarets,  of  every 
colour  and  every  form,  beyond  which  were 
seen  the  high  towers  and  wide  gardens  of 
the  Seminoff  and  Douskoi  monasteries.  Far 
away  lay  another  mass  of  town  ;  till  the  eye 
rested  on  the  woody  heights  of  the  sparrow 
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hills,  from  whose  summits  the  wearied  French 
troops  first  beheld  the  glories  of  Moscow,  and 
thought  their  toils  ended,  and  Russia  con- 
quered. 

The  place  from  whence  this  magnificent 
view  is  obtained,  is  now  strewed  with  stones 
and  bricks;  while  at  the  foot  of  the  bank 
that  slopes  down  to  the  wall,  were  placed 
several  small  lime  kilns  in  full  work,  and 
wooden  huts,  for  the  numerous  workmen 
employed  in  the  new  palace.  With  difficulty 
we  made  our  way,  over  heaps  of  rubbish,  to 
the  gigantic  bell  which  stands  on  a  granite 
pedestal  near  the  foot  of  the  tower  of  Ivan 
Veliki.  This  iron  tongued  giant,  cast  by 
order  of  the  Empress  Anne,  at  an  enormous 
expense,  is  like  any  other  bell  in  the  world, 
"  only  more  so."  It  is  called  the  Czar  Kolokol, 
or  the  King  of  bells, — a  distinction  it  is  fully 
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worthy  of.  In  his  hearing,  when  his  Majesty 
was  on  speaking  terms  with  his  subjects,  no 
great  Tom,  treble  bob  major,  or  any  of  the 
church  calling  fraternity  could  have  dared  to 
wag  a  presumptuous  tongue ;  for  even  in  this 
bell-ringingest  of  all  towns,  where  their 
number  and  magnitude  form  the  pride  of  the 
priests,  and  the  annoyance  of  strangers — 
this  huge  bell  is  treble  the  size  of  any  of  his 
brethren. 

However  his  eminence,  the  prince,  got  a 
fall  one  day,  owing  I  believe  to  a  fire  that 
burned  his  wooden  supports,  and  down  he 
came  with  an  awful  crash,  knocking  a  great 
piece,  a  foot  and  a  half  thick,  out  of  his  lip, 
and  burying  himself  in  a  vault,  where  he  re- 
mained in  silence,  and  darkness,  for  a  great 
number  of  years.  He  was  brought  to  light 
again  by  the  present  Emperor,  and  contri- 


AND   MOSCOW.  93 

butes,  I  should  imagine,  much  more  to  the 
happiness  of  the  Muscovites  sitting  silently 
on  his  pedestal,  than  deafening  the  neighbours 
by  his  conversations  in  the  tower. 

I  have  unfortunately  a  great  dislike  to  a 
continual  ringing  of  bells,  and  as  I  was  lying 
in  bed  the  other  morning,  half  deafened  by 
the  peals  of  the  neighbouring  churches,  all 
going  like  mad,  I  could  not  help  laughing  at 
the  remembrance  of  an  incident,  that  hap- 
pened at  Parma  under  similar  circumstances. 
The  hotel  was  dose  to  a  Church,  and  as  it 
was  very  much  crowded,  my  tutor  (an  Irish- 
man) and  I  slept  in  the  same  room ;  I  was 
very  tired,  as  we  had  arrived  late,  and  had 
not  been  asleep  long,  when  we  were  awoke 
by  the  sound  of  a  huge  bell,  which  a  pious 
monk  was  ringing   for  matins  in  a  church 
tower  within  ten  yards  of  our  window.   I  was 
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wide  awake  and  endeavouring  to  stop  my 
ears,  and  go  to  sleep  again  if  possible,  when 
I  heard  poor  B —  get  up,  and  walk  to  the 
window,  out  of  which  he  looked  for  some 
time,  but  finding  I  suppose,  that  it  was  very 
cold  and  that  there  was  no  chance  of  com- 
municating his  wishes  to  the  bell-ringer,  he 
swore  that  it  was  a  barbarous  country, — 
crawled  back  to  bed  cursing  Popery  and 
Papists  and  as  he  lay  down,  I  heard  him 
sleepily  muttering,  "  By  the  holy !  if  I  had 
that  fellow  in  Dublin  I'd  indict  him  for  a 
nuisance  !"  Poor  B —  how  he  did  hate  those 
Italian  bells,  and  with  what  delight  would  he 
have  seen  the  King  of  the  tribe  wounded  and 
silent,  sitting  on  a  stone  at  Moscow. 

After  we  had  feasted  our  eyes  for  some 
time  on  the  glorious  view  from  the  terrace, 
we    scrambled   into   a   corner   of   the    new 
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palace  through  a  hole  in  the  wall,  and 
sent  our  valet-de-place  in  search  of  some 
one  to  show  us  what  little  remains  of  the 
old  Tartar  buildings.  We  witnessed  some 
sad  demolition  of  arabesque  painting,  though 
I  believe  this  is  to  be  re-done  in  the  same 
style.  We  climbed  some  curiously  narrow 
staircases,  whose  stone  steps  were  elaborately 
and  deeply  carved,  and  were  surprised  and 
delighted  at  finding  ourselves  in  a  small 
palace  called  the  Belvidere,  in  excellent 
preservation. 

This  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  harem 
of  the  Tartar  Princes,  and  still  remains 
exactly  in  its  original  state.  The  first  floor 
consists  of  three  small  vaulted  rooms,  whose 
walls  and  ceiling  are  covered  with  paintings 
in   oil,   of  the    most    beautiful   arabesques. 

There    is    some    new    furniture    of    the 
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ancient  form,  and  the  narrow  windows  with 
coloured  glass  give  these  little  chambers  a 
roost  voluptuous  appearance.  The  paintings 
have  evidently  been  lately  renewed,  but  I 
believe  that  the  rooms  are  untouched  in 
shape,  and  are  quaint  enough  to  have  been 
the  bowers  of  the  daughters  of  Tamerlane. 
We  ascended  another  narrower  staircase, 
whose  walls  were  adorned  in  the  same 
manner,  and  entered  a  large  room  built  on 
the  flat  roof  of  the  palace,  ornamented, 
likewise  with  the  most  gaudy  arabesques. 
From  the  terrace  outside,  we  enjoyed  a  still 
more  extended  view  of  the  city  and  its 
environs. 

It  was  to  this  spot  that  Napoleon,  on 
the  first  day  of  his  short  stay  in  Moscow, 
mounted  to  behold  all  the  beauties  of  his 
glorious  conquest.     Here  stood  the  victorious 
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chief  and  looked  forth  on  the  wide  expanse 
of  city,  that  he  might  now  call  his  own, 
the  most  glorious  prize  ever  yet  won  by 
his  gallant  armies.  Silently  and  submissively 
the  conquered  town  lay  in  the  summer  sun ; 
the  inhabitants  were  gone,  no  one  knew 
whither,  and  an  air  of  solitude  and  mystery 
hung  over  the  deserted  walls;  but  on  the 
morrow  what  a  terrible  change  was  there ! 
the  mass  of  intended  spoil  was  gone — was 
melted  away.  Two  days  after,  Moscow 
ceased  to  exist,  and  the  conqueror  with  diffi- 
culty escaped  from  the  universal  desolation. 

Houseless,  starving,  dispirited,  and  beaten 
by  the  elements,  the  soldiers  of  the  grand 
army  turned  their  backs  on  the  smoking 
heap  of  ashes,  on  the  cinders  of  the 
luxurious  city  whose  palaces  they  expected 
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to  have  made  their  winter's  home.  In  a 
few  days  all  the  fury  of  a  Russian  winter 
burst  on  their  devoted  heads,  and  the  frozen 
breath  of  the  icy  blast,  bore,  ever  and  anon 
to  their  dismayed  ears,  the  howl  of  the 
implacable  Cossack.  With  the  horrors  of 
that  famous  retreat,  all  my  readers  are 
doubtless  familiar  through  the  graphic  des- 
cription of  M.  de  S£gur.  I  trust  that  it  has 
shewn  to  the  world  the  countless  woes  that 
the  unbounded  ambition  of  one  man  can 
inflict  on  his  fellow  creatures :  and  that 

"  War's  a  game  that  were  their  subjects  wise, 
Kings  would  not  play  at.  Nations  would  do  well 
To  extort  their  truncheons  from  the  puny  hands 
Of  heroes    .... 

Who  spoil, 
Because  men  suffer  it,  their  toy,  the  world." 

The  different  courts  of  the  Kremlin  lay 
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below  us,  as  on  a  map,  but  I  vainly  asked 
for  several  spots  of  historical  interest.  The 
ground  whereon  many  a  heroic  deed  was 
done,  and  many  a  dark  crime  committed 
is  now  covered  with  plastered  barracks  or 
whitewashed  offices.  History  is  little  thought 
of  in  Russia,  and  a  new  guard-room  is 
more  admired  than  an  ancient  monument. 
The  sacred  Kremlin  might  have  escaped 
from  the  plaster  of  Paris  mania ;  and  that 
which  the  great  fire  spared  might  have 
been  left  as  it  was.  But  the  past  to  a 
Russian  is  in  reality  as  "  an  old  Almanac ;" 
the  recollection  of  the  rapid  growth  of  their 
Empire  is  lost  in  their  admiration  of  present 
greatness,  or  in  the  anticipations  of  the 
glorious  but  mysterious  future.  Everything 
that  is  old  is  to  be  made  new ;  and  the  new 
is  for  evier  to  be  renewed. 

f  2 
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The  Kremlin  suffered  little  by  the  ex- 
plosion which  followed  the  departure  of  the 
French.  Of  three  enormous  portions  of 
powder,  intended  for  the  total  destruction  of 
the  whole  structure,  only  one  took  fire.  The 
tops  of  some  of  the  towers  crumbled  down, 
together  with  a  great  part  of  the  walls,  but 
the  churches  and  many  of  the  more  modern 
buildings  were  scarcely  injured.  A  picture  of 
a  Saint  over  one  of  the  entrances  had  a 
miraculous  escape ;  the  spire  of  the  gateway 
fell  to  within  a  few  feet  above  the  painting, 
and  the  only  injury  it  sustained,  was  a  slight 
crack  in  the  glass  of  its  case ;  amid  the  gene- 
ral ruin  and  desolation,  the  little  lamp  still 
burned  brightly  before  the  holy  picture,  a  fit 
emblem  of  hope  to  those  by  whose  virtue 
Russia  had  been  saved. 

On  our  descent  from  the  Belvidere,  we 
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were  shewn  a  very  old  hall  called  "  the  gilded 
chamber"  wherein  the  ancient  Czars  and  the 
patriarchs  used  to  take  high  council  to- 
gether. The  walls  and  ceiling  are  entirely 
covered  with  gold  leaf,  as  also  are  some  plain 
iron  bars,  that  run  across  the  room,  and  seem 
as  if  meant  to  be  supports  to  the  walls  :  the 
floor  is  made  of  small  squares  of  oak,  most 
rudely  put  together,  and  the  gloomy  apart- 
ment looks  a  council  chamber  fit  for  such  a 
ruler  as  was  Ivan  the  Terrible.  Their  delibe- 
rations must  have  been  carried  on  under  very 
adverse  physical  circumstances,  as  they  sat  in 
small  niches  in  the  wall  about  four  feet  from 
the  ground,  with  their  legs  hanging  down — 
rather  an  undignified  and  uncomfortable  pos- 
ture for  legislation  !  These  are  the  only  parts 
of  the  old  palace  left  entire. 

We  were  fain  to  get  out  of  the  dust  of 
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lime  and  bricks  into  the  quiet  and  incensed 
gloom  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  the  As- 
sumption.  This  is  a  very  holy  place,  and  is 
the  church  wherein  the  Emperors  are  crowned. 
It  is  very  small,  as  are  all  the  old  places  of 
worship  in  Moscow,  but  contains  a  quantity 
of  treasure,  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones. 
The  French  robbed  this  Church  of  every  thing, 
as  they  did  every  place  in  Moscow,  which  the 
fire  spared,  but  the  gifts  of  the  devout  have 
restored  many  of  the  holy  pictures  to  their 
early  splendour.  A  diadem  round  the  head 
of  the  Virgin,  contains  the  most  magnificent 
diamonds,  and  the  screen  and  pillars  are 
covered  with  representations  of  all  the  sainted 
in  their  full  dress  of  plates  of  gold  and  silver. 
Mass  was  going  on  wlien  we  entered  the 
church,  and  a  number  of  people  of  both  sexes 
were  devoutly  kissing  the  numerous  and  holy 
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relics  that  hang  around  the  walls.  Many  of 
them  were  poor  people,  who  had  come  from 
distances  to  worship  at  the  sacred  shrines, 
whose  devotion  and  self-inflicted  sufferings 
equal  the  strictest  penance  worship  of  Roman 
Catholic  pilgrims. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Mode  of  worship  of  the  pilgrims  to  Moscow  and  Kiev — 
Reverential  bows — Sacred  candles — Religious  antics — 
Tombs  of  the  Czars— The  Holy  Gate— Church  of 
St.  Basil — The  Bazaar — Varied  costume  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Moscow — Feast  of  our  lady  of  Cazan — 
Procession  of  priests — Picture  of  the  Virgin — Russian 
opera — Government  management — Tartar  church  and 
Moslem  devotions. 


P   3 


ST.   PETERSBURG  AND   MOSCOW.       107 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE    SACRED    CITY. 

Whanne  that  April  with  his  shoures  sote 

The  droughte  of  March  hath  pierced  to  the  rote, 

•  •  •  •  • 

Than  longen  folk  to  go  on  pilgrimages, 

•  •  «  •  • 

The  holy  blissful  martyr  for  to  seke 

That  hem  hath  holpen,  whan  that  they  were  seke. 

CHAUCER. 

I  cannot  tell  whether  Kiev  or  Moscow  is 
reckoned  the  more  holy  place,  by  the  devo- 
tees of  the  Greek  Church;  but  a  vast 
number  of  pilgrims  annually  resort  to  both 
cities,  and  a  slight  provision  is  made  by 
government  for  the  wants   of    the  poorer 
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wanderers,  who  come  from  distant  parts  to 
worship  at  the  golden  shrines  of  these  sacred 
towns. 

The  mode  of  worship  generally  practised 
by  pilgrims,  is  to  go  to  the  different  churches, 
and  the  Madonnas,  which  hang  in  the 
streets,  and  there  perform  a  series  of  genu- 
flexions and  prostrations;  though  I  do  not 
think  that  they  actually  repeat  so  many 
words  of  prayer  as  do  the  worshippers  of  the 
Latin  Church.  In  bowings,  kneelings,  pros- 
trations, &c,  however,  they  beat  thera  hol- 
low ;  for  a  Russian,  of  the  lower  class  in 
Moscow  seldom  passes  a  church  or  a  saint, 
without  exhibiting  a  series  of  religious 
gymnastics  that  is  quite  astonishing  to 
behold.  They  take  off  their  hats,  and  make 
a  bow — not  an  English  nod,  or  Italian  reve- 
rence, but  a  motion  whereby  the  whole  body, 
from  the  hips  upwards,  is  sent  down  towards 
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the  knees  with  as  much  force  as  possible, 
and  is  brought  up  again  all  standing,  with  a 
shock  that  sends  their  long  hair  flying  in 
every  direction;  then  they  cross  themselves 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and  after 
repeated  bows  and  innumerable  gestures  of 
different  kinds,  they  go  on  their  way  re- 
joicing. 

The  holy  activity  of  some  of  the  poor  old 
women  astonished  me  much,  for  they,  in  their 
excess  of  piety,  knelt  down,  and  then  actually 
placed  the  very  crown  of  their  heads  on  the 
ground,  a  position,  that  appeared  to  me  very 
curious  at  first — as  my  firm  impression  was, 
that  the  old  lady  who  happened  to  be  very 
lightly  clad  at  the  time,  intended  to  turn 
head  over  heels.  This  mode  of  worship,  I 
was  not  at  all  prepared  to  witness,  and  felt 
considerably  relieved  when  the  poor  creature 
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got  up  again,  without  any  sign  of  a  coming 
fit  of  apoplexy.  This  unpleasant  position,  for 
a  woman  of  seventy,  however,  did  not  seem 
to  disagree  with  her,  for  she  repeated  her 
devotions  several  times  in  the  course  of  five 
minutes. 

The  priests  and  the  attendants  keep  an 
excellent  business  in  the  sale  of  the  wax 
candles,  purchased  by  most  pilgrims,  and 
which  are  left  lighted  before  the  picture 
of  the  favourite  saint.  These  candles  vary 
from  six  inches  to  the  size  of  a  taper  in 
thickness,  and  are  bought  and  placed  as  a 
votive  offering  to  the  holy  picture.  How- 
ever, the  saint  does  not  profit  by  all  their 
light,  as  the  men  who  take  care  of  the 
shrines,  justly  arguing,  that  one  or  two 
candles  are  sufficient  for  the  few  wants  of 
his  or  her  holiness,  put  away  the  remainder 
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of  the  votive  tapers,  and  they  are  presently 
worked  up  into  fresh  candles,  to  suit  the 
pious  demands  of  the  next  comer. 

The  inhabitants  of  Moscow,  both  male 
and  female,  are  infinitely  more  devout, 
after  their  fashion,  than  those  of  St.  Peters- 
burg; the  priests  are  also  more  numerous, 
and  as  far  as  I  could  judge  during  so 
short  a  stay,  seemed  sunk  in  a  very  low 
state  of  ignorant  superstition.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  laugh  at,  or  to  ridicule  any  cere- 
monies, however  tainted  by  superstition, 
calculated  to  lead  the  mind  to  thoughts 
of  a  holy  character,  or  to  the  just  contem- 
plation of  the  sacred  mysteries ;  but,  really, 
when  I  see  that  a  people's  religion  consists 
in  placing  themselves  in  absurd  and 
uncomfortable  positions,  or  in  the  per- 
formance of  feats  of  activity,    I  own  I  am 
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more  apt  to  laugh  than  to  feel  either 
compassion  for  their  ignorance,  or  a  wish 
for  their  enlightenment.  This  may  be 
wrong — I  believe  it  is;  but  let  any  one 
go  to  Russia,  and  witness  the  antics  that 
are  daily  practised  in  the  streets,  under 
the  name  of  prayer,  and  if  he  does  not 
smile  at  first,  why  all  I  can  say  is,  that  he 
is  either  a  great  deal  wiser  than  I  am,  or 
less  easily  made  to  laugh. 

After  we  had  inspected  all  the  treasures 
and  curiosities  of  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Assumption,  which  were  so  numerous,  and 
so  like  all  other  relics,  that  I  have  a  very 
indistinct  recollection  of  them,  we  crossed 
the  court  to  the  Church  of  St.  Michael, 
where  most  of  the  sovereigns  of  Russia, 
before  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great,  are 
buried;    their  bodies   lie   in  the   same   sort 
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of  stone  coffins  as  those  in  the  church  of  the 
citadel  in  St.  Petersburg ;  and  this  small  space 
is  quite  filled  with  the  remains  of  the  illus- 
trious dead.  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  that 
I  was  not  then  at  all  conversant  with 
the  history  of  the  earlier  years  of  Russian 
rule;  the  tombs  of  the  various  Czars, 
therefore,  did  not  interest  me  as  much  as 
they  ought  to  have  done.  I  knew  but 
little  of  the  lives  of  the  emperors,  tyrants, 
and  heroes  who  rested  here.  Indeed,  I 
believe  few  people  do :  so  I  heard  a  great 
many  names  and  imposing  titles  with  the 
greatest  apathy,  got  out  of  the  sepulchre 
as  quickly  as  I  could,  and  returned  gladly 
to  another  enjoyment  of  the  glorious  view 
from  the  terrace. 

After   sauntering   about    for   some   time, 
we    drove    out    of    the    Kremlin    through 
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the  Spaskoi  or  Holy  Gate.  Every  one  who 
passes  these  sacred  portals  takes  off  his 
hat,  and  each  Russian  crosses  himself  as 
usual;  we  of  course  uncovered  our  heads 
as  demurely  as  possible— a  custom  never 
neglected  by  a  passer  by  of  any  rank 
whatsoever ;  for  the  Emperor  and  the  mugik 
equally  salute  this  entrance  to  the  sacred 
fortress.  I  believe  it  is  not  known  whence 
this  ceremony  originated,  even  many 
tongued  tradition  is  silent  on  the  subject; 
but,  whatever  was  the  reason  of  the  custom 
being  first  instituted,  it  is  so  rigidly 
observed,  that  a  Russian  could  with 
difficulty  be  found,  who,  for  any  conside- 
ration, would  dare  to  walk  covered  through 
the  Holy  Gate. 

On   issuing  from  its  portals,   we  found 
ourselves  in  the  large  place  between    the 
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walls  of  the  Kremlin  and  the  Bazaar,  and  right 
in  front  of,  perhaps,  the  most  extraordinary 
building  in  the  world.  It  is  the  Church  of 
St.  Basil,  a  perfect  harlequin  of  architec- 
ture, a  conglomeration  of  every  style.  Its 
walls  and  doors  are  of  the  most  grotesque 
shape  and  size ;  its  roof  consists  of  a  forest 
of  minarets,  domes,  and  spires,  placed  as 
if  they  had  been  all  shaken  together  in  a 
bag,  and  dropped  out  on  the  walls  in  the 
most  perfect  confusion.  These  excrescences 
are  painted  every  colour  in  the  rainbow, 
and  the  whole  thing  more  resembles  some 
gaudy  ornament  done  in  sugar,  by  an 
insane  confectioner,  than  a  real  place  of 
Christian  worship. 

The  building  was  a  freak  of  the  amiable 
Ivan  the  Terrible,  who  wished  for  a  place 
of  worship,    (little  good  prayer  did  him   I 
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fear !)  where  eleven  services  could  be 
conducted  at  one  time,  without  one  inter- 
fering with  the  other.  He  gained  his  wish, 
and  so  pleased  was  he  with  his  acquisition, 
that  he  good-humouredly  put  out  the  eyes 
of  the  Italian  artist  who  designed  it,  lest 
forsooth,  he  might  go  and  make  so  great 
a  concatenation  of  absurdity  for  any  one 
else.  I  never  saw  such  an  architectural 
mass  of  shape  and  colour,  and  it  is  the 
only  building  I  have  beheld  in  my  various 
travels  that  really  made  me  laugh. 

The  interior  is  as  comical  as  the  outside ; 
it  is  a  perfect  honeycomb  of  passages  and 
little  chapels,  each  fitted  up  with  altar 
and  screen  after  the  proper  manner  of  the 
Greek  Church.  It  is  a  caricature;  but  a 
very  good  one,  and  I  hope  it  may  last  to 
amuse  future  ages  as  much  as  it  did  us. 
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After  we  left  this  extraordinary  church, 
we  wandered  into  the  Bazaar,  This  is 
surrounded  by  a  high  wall,  surmounted  by 
the  same  Tartar  battlements  as  the  Kremlin.  It 
consists  of  a  confused  series  of  narrow  arcades, 
whose  sides  are  lined  with  small  shops,  and 
the  stores  of  different  wares  are  classed 
together  in  separate  quarters.  Each  little 
stall  is  about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  square, 
and  every  passer  by  is  anxiously  solicited 
to  purchase,  by  the  indefatigable  owner, 
who  stands  in  front  of  his  property.  The 
Exchange,  a  very  small  building,  is  in  this 
quarter ;  and  the  mercantile  business  of  the 
town  seems  to  be  principally  carried  on 
under  these  arcades ;  but  the  larger  and 
better  shops  are  generally  situated  in  some 
of  the  great  streets  of  the  city. 

We  saw  an  immense  number  of  packages, 
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starting  on  waggons  drawn  by  oxen  for 
the  fair  of  Nijni.  Alas !  it  does  not  begin 
for  three  weeks  ;  we  are  obliged  to  return 
long  before  that  time,  so  are  constrained 
to  forego  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  that 
renowned  mart  for  the  produce  of  the 
East  and  West. 

The  arcades  of  the  Bazaar  are  the  only 
places  in  Moscow  where  there  is  any  appear- 
ance of  life,  and  though  a  crowd  is  rarely 
seen,  people  in  this  quarter  are  continually 
during  the  day  passing  and  repassing  in 
numbers ;  at  half  past  seven,  the  shopkeepers 
shut  up  their  shops ;  these  are  barred,  locked, 
and  sealed,  the  latter  being  the  best  precau- 
tion against  robbery,  in  Russia,  and  the 
passages  of  the  Torgovi  Riadi  are  soon  as 
silent  as  any  other  parts  of  this  half  desert 
city. 
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The  varied  costumes  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Moscow  render  any  collection  of  people 
therein  exceedingly  picturesque.  Russians, 
Jews,  Tartars,  Armenians  and  Circassians, 
wear  their  national  dress,  and  though  the 
Christian  garb  prevails,  in  a  hundred  fold 
proportion,  the  flowing  robes  of  the  orientals, 
who  are  here  seen  in  considerable  numbers, 
give  an  Eastern  appearance  to  the  narrow 
streets  of  the  Bazaar.  The  silken  gown,  long 
sleeves,  and  high  fur  cap,  of  the  swarthy 
Armenian,  contrast  well  with  the  dark  caftan 
of  the  bearded  Russian ;  and  though  it  does 
not  present- such  a  variety  of  costume,  as  does 
a  town  nearer  the  confines  of  the  East,  Mos- 
cow contains  a  more  motley  population  than 
almost  any  city  of  Christian  Europe. 

This  town  is  completely  devoid  of  the  lions 
usually  so  attractive  and  amusing  to  the  visitors 
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of  most  continental  towns,  and  which  form 
the  glory  and  gain  of  the  valet-de-place  frater- 
nity. Here  are  no  galleries  of  pictures  to  be 
admired,  ruins  to  be  inspected,  or  public 
buildings  of  any  beauty  to  be  visited.  The 
mere  sight  seeing  in  Moscow  could  be  got 
over  with  diligence  in  two  days ;  but  the  ab- 
sence of  lionizing  was  to  us  charming,  and  the 
novelty  of  the  scene  and  the  beauty  of  the  dif- 
ferent views  that  presented  themselves  at  every 
turn,  gave  us  delightful  employment  every  day. 

We  wandered  about  the  precincts  of  the 
Kremlin  and  Bazaar,  dined  in  the  caftfs, 
stared  at  every  person  and  thing  we  met, 
and  every  moment  saw  some  object,  which 
to  our  uninitiated  eyes,  seemed  curious  and 
new. 

One  day  we  found  a  procession  of  a 
hundred    priests    marching    in    order   from 
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a  church  in  the  Bazaar,  to  the  Cathedral  of 
the  Assumption.  It  was  the  feast  of  our  Lady 
of  Cazan :  the  Metropolitan  assisted  at  the 
ceremony  within  the  church,  but  did  not 
walk  in  the  procession;  the  priests  were  clothed 
in  gorgeous  vestments  of  cloth  of  gold,  the 
manufacture  of  which  is  brought  to  great  per- 
fection in  Moscow.  Their  appearance  was 
most  patriarchal;  for  over  these  rich  and 
shining  robes  their  long  hair  and  beards  fell 
flowing.  They  carried  innumerable  banners 
of  gold  and  silver,  of  such  immense  weight 
that  each  was  supported  by  four  or  six  men. 
As  they  passed  the  guard  turned  out,  the 
drums  rolled,  and  the  long  train  wound 
through  one  of  the  gates  of  the  Kremlin  in 
slow  and  solemn  time.  The  people  stood 
reverently  with  their  hats  off,  crossing  them- 
selves  and  bowing,  though  they  bent  not  the 
VOL.   II.  g 
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knee,  as  they  do  in  honour  of  the  sacred  pro- 
cessions, in  Roman  Catholic  countries. 

After  the  long  file  of  priests  had  passed 
into  the  Kremlin,  and  the  aged  Metropolitan 
had  departed  in  his  carriage,  we  observed  a 
curiously  shaped  coach  and  four  coming 
down  the  street ;  we  saw  from  the  reverence 
evinced  towards  it  by  the  people,  that  it  evi- 
dently contained  some  object  of  peculiar  sanc- 
tity. This  was  a  picture  of  the  Virgin  that 
hangs  over  one  of  the  gates  of  the  Kremlin ; 
her  holiness  had  been  assisting  at  the  cere- 
monies within  the  church  and  was  now 
returning  in  state  to  her  niche  in  the  wall; 
she  was  placed  with  great  care  on  the  seat  of 
the  carriage,  and  attended  by  two  priests. 
On  arriving  at  the  gate  she  was  taken  out 
with  the  most  profound  respect,  and  soon 
resumed  her  duties  in  witnessing  the  numerous 
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reverences     wherewith    the   passers    by   are 
continually  saluting  her. 

One  night  we  went  to  theRussian  theatre,  and 
saw  an  opera  in  the  English  style,  that  is  to  say, 
dialogue  interspersed  with  songs,  and  recitative. 
This  was  the  only  time  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  Russian  carefully  or  properly  spoken ; 
it  was  sweet  but  forcible,  and  sounded  to  me 
as  soft  and  musical  as  Italian,  with  a  much 
greater  variety  of  intonation.  Of  course  we 
could  not  understand  a  word  of  what  was 
said,  and  could  make  out  very  little  of  the 
plot ;  the  scene  was  evidently  laid  in  Russia, 
and  the  adherence  to  national  costume  was  so 
correct,  that  the  chorus  and  minor  actors 
looked  as  if  they  had  just  walked  out  of  the 
street  on  the  stage.  The  prima  donna  had 
not  much  voice,  and  was  very  apathetic,  but 
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pretty.  The  favourite  performer  was  evident- 
ly  a  tenor,  who  came  on  in  his  sheep-skin 
coat,  and  sang  songs  with  great  spirit,  making 
every  one  laugh  except  ourselves. 

The  orchestra  and  chorus  were  immensely 
strong,  and  I  counted  more  than  a  hundred 
people  on  the  stage  at  one  time ;  these,  toge- 
ther with  eighty  instrumental  performers, 
made  a  considerable  noise.  The  theatre  is 
magnificent,  and  is  nearly  as  large  as  the 
great  San  Carlo.  The  pit  was  filled  with 
arm  chairs;  but  with  nothing  else,  as  the 
house  was  almost  empty,  and  the  immense 
dimly  lighted  area  looked  very  dreary. 

There  was  a  pause  of  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  between  the  first  and  second  acts,  and 
the  third  was  left  out  altogether ;  these  little 
alterations,  however,  the  audience  bore  with- 
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out  a  murmur.  I  fancy  this  arrangement 
was  made  on  account  of  Prince  Frederick  of 
the  Netherlands,  who  came  very  late,  and  in 
honour  of  whom  "  Les  trois  Polkas"  was 
played  by  an  indifferent  French  company. 

I  never  saw  the  government  management 
appear  so  palpably,  as  to-night ;  for  the  per- 
formance did  not  commence  till  the  Governor 
had  taken  his  seat,  some  time  after  the  hour 
announced ;  and  then  the  second  act  of  the 
opera  was  delayed  for  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  in  order  to  permit  Prince  FVederick  to 
hear  as  small  a  portion  of  Russian  as  possible. 
There  is  no  use  in  drawing  comparisons ;  I 
have  avoided  as  much  as  I  could  measuring 
things  in  other  countries  by  our  British  stan- 
dard of  excellence,  for  travellers  should  leave 
as  many  of  their  patriotric  prejudices  as  pos- 
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sible  at  home ;  but  I  could  not  help  thinking 
that  were  we  in  the  Strand  instead  of  the 
great  Place  of  the  city  of  Moscow,  the  pro- 
babilities are,  that  the  interior  decorations  of 
the  theatre  would,  before  the  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  had  elapsed,  have  adorned  the 
streets  outside;  and  that  Governor,  perfor- 
mers, Prince,  and  all,  would  most  likely  have 
taken  themselves  off,  in  the  shortest  manner, 
or  have  had  to  await  the  consequences  of  a 
regular  row.  Be  that  as  it  may,  no  rebellious 
tongues,  among  the  small  audience  here,  dared 
to  express  even  impatience,  and  they  sat  as 
silently  and  quietly  doing  nothing,  as  if  they 
had  been  in  a  conventicle. 

On  Friday,  the  Moslem  sabbath,  we  visited 
the  Tartar  church,  to  witness  the  mode  of 
worship  practised  by  the  Mahometans,  resi- 
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dent  in  Moscow.  I  doubt  that  such  a  scene 
can  be  witnessed  elsewhere;  as  in  the  coun- 
tries under  Moslem  rule  an  Infidel  is  never 
permitted  to  witness  their  religious  ceremo- 
nies, and  with  difficulty  obtains  admittance  to 
the  interior  of  a  mosque ; — but  here  it  is  all 
public. 

Their  place  of  worship  was  a  small  room  of 
the  rudest  construction  ;  the  walls  were  not 
even  plastered,  and  some  dirty  looking  silvei4 
candelabras,  hanging  from  the  ceiling,  were 
the  only  ornaments  of  the  temple ;  the  floor 
was  covered  with  carpets,  and  a  raised  stool 
was  placed  in  a  corner  for  the  officiating 
priests.  The  faithful  came  in  one  by  one; 
they  put  off  their  shoes  at  the  door,  and  sat 
down,  cross-legged  on  the  carpets.  The 
priests  were  distinguished  by  white  turbans, 
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the  end  of  which  they  carefully  loosened  when 
they  began  their  devotions.  One  of  these  went 
to  the  door,  and  commenced  a  cry  so  wild 
and  strange,  that  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
I  kept  my  countenance.  I  never  heard  such 
a  howl ;  it  was  something  between  the  shriek 
of  a  dying  hare,  and  the  cries  of  a  man  in  a 
state  of  painful  insanity ;  the  whole  accompa- 
nied by  the  most  horrible  grimaces. 

This  impressive  invitation  to  prayer  lasted 
about  three  minutes,  when  the  Tartars  mus- 
tered in  number  about  forty.  As  each  entered 
he  took  up  a  position  on  the  carpet,  put  his 
heels  together,  and  commenced  proceedings  by 
touching  the  tips  of  his  ears,  with  his  thumbs; 
he  then  bowed  once,  or  twice,  touched  the 
ears  again,  and  went  down  all  fours  on  the' 
carpet,   with   the  forehead  to  the  ground; 
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each  person  seemed  to  pray  independantly  at 
first,  but  when  all  had  finished  their  private 
devotions,  the  old  priest,  who  performed  the 
part  of  muezzin,  handed  another  old  gentle- 
man a  large  stick,  with  a  silver  knob ;  assisted 
by  this  he  mounted  the  raised  step  in  the 
corner,  and  commenced  chanting  something 
in  a  low,  monotonous  tone  of  voice,  partaking 
slightly  of  the  nature  of  the  cry  outside  the 
door.  This  lasted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  was  listened  to  with  great  reverence,  by  the 
rest  who  were  all  squatting  quietly  on  the 
carpets. 

As  soon  as  the  priest  had  finished  his 
prayer  or  discourse,  whichever  it  was,  they 
all  started  up,  formed  themselves  into  four 
lines,  and  went  through  the  same  exercises 
together  —  taking  the  time  from  the  old 
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priest.  This  ceremony  lasted  for  five  minutes/ 
when  they  resumed .  their  boots,  and  went 
away. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

RETURN. 

Sublime  tobacco !  which  from  east 

Cheers  the  Tar's  labour  or  the  Turkman's  rest, 

Which  on  the  Moslem's  ottoman  divides 

His  hours,  and  rivals  opium  and  his  brides. 

Magnificent  in  Stambol,  but  less  grand, 

Though  not  less  loved  in  Wapping  or  the  Strand. 

BYRON. 

The  monastic  establishments  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Moscow  are  very  numerous. 
These  still  retain  a  considerable  portion  of 
their  ancient  wealth  and  influence.  Although 
the  greater  part  of  their  landed  property  has 
for  some  time  been  appropriated  by  govern- 
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ment,  the  monks  preserve  a  vast  share  of 
importance,  and  the  dignitaries  of  the  Greek 
Church  are  invariably  selected  from  their 
number.  They  are  not  divided  into  orders, 
like  those  of  the  Latin  Church,  but  are  all 
subject  to  the  same  rules.  They  lead  as  lazy 
a  life  as  their  brethren  in  other  countries, 
and  few  works  of  any  literary  merit  ever  ema- 
nate from  the  Russian  cloisters. 

The  convent  of  St.  Simon  is  rendered  con- 
spicuous from  every  elevation  in  Moscow,  by 
its  lofty  tower  and  gilded  dome.  It  is  one  of 
the  best  situations  in  the  neighbourhood  for  a 
general  view  of  the  city  ;  and  from  the  ter- 
raced roof  of  its  principal  church,  a  beautiful 
distant  view  of  the  town  is  obtained.  The 
churches  of  the  Seminoff  are  not  remarkable* 
We  were  shown  over  the  precincts  by  a  young 
monk,  a  very  good  humoured  fellow,  who 
appeared  to  fancy  that  Britain  was  the  anti- 
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podes  to  Russia ,  for  when  he  heard  that  we 
came  from  England,  he  looked  astonished 
and  said,  "  Oh  that  is  far,  very  far."  In 
spite  of  his  abstinence  from  meat,  he  seemed 
in  excellent  health ;  but  his  good  looks  far 
exceeded  his  cleanliness,  and  I  think  that  his 
vows  of  abstinence  from  flesh,  extended  also 
to  ablution. 

There  is  a  convent  called  Troitzkoi  at  a 
distance  of  sixty  versts  from  the  town,  which 
is  said  to  contain  immense  riches,  and  whose 
shrines,  covered  with  precious  stones, .  exceed 
in  value  the  decorations  of  any  place  of  wor- 
ship in  the  world.  The  French  never  reached 
it,  so  that  it  remained  untouched  by  those 
unscrupulous  marauders.  It  is  supposed  to. 
be  impregnable,  for  in  ages  gone  by  it  has 
stood  repeated  sieges  from  Tartars  and  Poles ; 
but  the  hand  of  the  spoiler  has  never  yet  dese- 
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crated  its  altars.  We  did  not  think  brilliants 
and  gold  pictures  were  worth  two  days'  jour- 
ney, and  we  contented  ourselves  with  hearing 
of  the  feme  of  the  Troitzkoi  from  our  friend, 
Mr.  Y  who  appeared  to  revere  relics 

when  surrounded  by  diamonds,  consider- 
ably. 

Another  convent,  called  "  the  New  Jerusa- 
lem/9 situated  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  city,  contains  a  chapel  in  every  way  the 
fac  simile  of  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 
This  is  also  far  from  Moscow ;  and  as  I  hope 
one  day  to  tread  the  holy  ground,  and  to 
bend  before  Calvary,  I  disregarded  the  advice 
of  my  friends,  and  did  not  perform  a  pilgrim- 
age to  the  New  Jerusalem. 

The  greater  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  higher  class  leave  the  town  at  this  time 
of  year,  and  those  who  are  proprietors  of  lands, 
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unlike  their  fellow  countrymen  at  St.  Peters- 
burg generally  pass  a  portion  of  the  summer 
on  their  distant  estates.  Some  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  Empire  still  cling  to  the  ancient 
capital,  and  many  who  are  not  in  service, 
find  from  inclination  or  circumstances,  the 
old  town  a  more  suitable  residence  than  the 
new.  We  unfortunately  saw  nothing  of  Mus- 
covite society ;  this  grieved  us  much,  as  it  is 
considerably  more  Russian  than  that  of  the 
metropolis,  and  we  sorely  regretted  not  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  descendants 
of  the  Boyards  in  their  own  city.  Our  kind 
friends,  whose  carriage  we  had  travelled  in, 
both  left  Moscow  a  day  or  two  after  our 
arrival — one  for  a  few  days,  and  the  other  on 
a  distant  journey  of  service  to  the  far  south ; 
we  therefore  knew  no  one  in  the  town,  and  our 
letters  from  St.  Petersburg  were  of  no  use, 
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as  the  people  to  whom  they  were  addressed 
had  gone  to  the  country. 

One  evening  we  drove  out  to  an  open  plain, 
lying  on  one  side  of  the  road  to  St.  Peters- 
burg, to  see  some  droschky  races.  It  was  a 
lovely  evening.  The  sun  was  setting  behind  the 
boundless  plain,  and  gilding  alike  with  his  rays 
the  wild  trees  of  the  forest,  and  the  minarets 
and  domes  of  the  Holy  City.  The  population 
of  Moscow  had  come  out  in  great  numbers, 
and  sun  never  shone  on  a  more  varied  assem-  ' 
blage  of  the  subjects  of  one  ruler.  The  Chris- 
tian Russian,  and  Moslem  Tartar  stood  side 
by  side ;  the  wandering  Bohemian,  the  Mus- 
covite girl,  and  the  peasant  of  the  plains, 
mingled  with  the  high  born  daughters  of  the 
land  —  Armenians,  Circassians,  Kalmucks, 
Jews,  Cossacks,  Tartars,  and  soldiers  of  every 
service  and  climate,  were  crowded  together. 


AND   MOSCOW.-  139 

Nations  of  every  land  from  the  burning  shores 
of  the  Caspian  to  the  frozen  plains  of  Lapland 
— worshippers  of  many  Gods,  but  serving  the 
same  Master,  the  one  Man. 

Nor  were  the  equipages  of  this  extraordi- 
nary country  wanting,  to  enliven  this  quaint 
and  varied  scene.  The  graceful  droschky  in 
all  its  varieties,  and  the  painted  kibitka  with 
their  light  arches  over  the  necks  of  the  horses, 
were  mixed  with  the  caliches  and  carriages  of 
the  upper  classes,  driven  by  their  bearded  and 
caftaned  coachmen. 

It  was  a  wonderful  sight  for  the  stranger. 
The  beauty  of  the  evening,  the  distant  palace 
of  Petrofskoi,  with  its  red  and  white  towers, 
the  boundless  forest,  the  camp  of  the  soldiery, 
the  immense  city  with  her  countless  domes, 
and  the  dark  line  of  the  Sparrow  hills,  formed 
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a  picture  which  will  dwell  for  ever  in  my 
memory. 

The  droschky  races  were  ran  round  a  small 
oval  course  about  half  a  verst  in  circumference: 
three  distinct  courses  are  made,  one  inside  the 
other,  divided  by  rails :— one  droschky  occupies 
each,  they  are  therefore  started  at  such  dis- 
tances from  one  another,  the  horse  on  the  out- 
side course  so  far  a  head  of  the  middle  one,  and 
the  middle  one  so  far  before  the  inside  that  all 
three  go  over  the  same  distance.  The  horses 
were  all  trotters,  and  ran  for  government 
money.  A  boy  in  a  fantastic  dress  rode  along 
side  each  of  the  racers  on  a  galloping  pony, 
who  at  the  end  of  the  course  seemed  more 
beat  than  the  trotter.  What  the  object  of 
this  was,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  suppose  they 
fancy  it  makes  the  horses  go  steadier,  and 
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prevents  him  from  bolting.  We  should  think 
it  the  very  thing  to  make  the  trotter  break 
into  a  gallop. 

The  racing  droschky  is  but  a  light  plank 
placed  on  four  wheels  extremely  well  joined, 
and  finished  very  neatly;  the  driver  sits  astride 
on  the  plank,  and  places  his  feet  on  little 
steps  fastened  just  over  the  inside  of  the  axle 
of  the  fore  wheels ; .  like  all  Russian  coachmen 
he  holds  his  reins  in  separate  hands,  with 
outstretched  arm ;  and  appeared  to  our  eyes  as 
if  he  was  balancing  himself  by  the  horses' 
mouth. 

The  horses  among  whom  were  some  of  the 
best  trotters  in  Moscow,  were  the  beau  ideal 
of  Russian  beauty.  They  were  very  tall,  with 
long  though  good  legs,  light  in  the  carcase, 
but  superbly  shaped  in  the  head,  neck,  and 
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shoulders — these  latter  perhaps  straighter  than 
we  should  like ;  but  as  they  are  intended  only 
for  draught  this  is  rather  a  merit.  They 
certainly  looked  very  handsome  as  they  walked 
about  champing  their  light  snaffles,  the  only 
bit  known  in  Russia.  Their  symmetry  is 
greatly  increased  by  the  graceful  wooden  arch 
attached  to  the  shafts,  whereto  a  light  bear- 
ing rein  is  always  fastened.  Their  condition 
was  not  what  we  should  call  good ;  they  were 
all  rather  fat,  and  seemed  to  have  had  quite 
enough  of  it,  when  they  had  trotted  their 
mile  and  a  half 

Three  started  first,  and  certainly  they 
did  go  at  a  tremendous  rate  for  so  small 
a  course ;  it  was  all  good,  honest  trotting — 
for  a  running  pace  is  not  permitted.  They 
went  their  best  from  end  to  end,  and  when 
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they  began  to  tire  towards  the  close  of  the 
course  the  drivers  rattled  the  reins  on  their 
backs,  and  holload  at  them  to  very  little 
purpose,  for  they  were  nearly  all  dead  beat. 
The  races  were  seldom  well  contested,  and 
one  horse  generally  won  quite  easily.  Alto- 
gether it  was  too  machine-like  to  be  very 
exciting,  and  the  people  evidently  thought 
so  too,  for  they  looked  on  with  very  little 
interest,  and  no  shout  or  even  a  murmur 
proclaimed  the  success  of  a  popular  winner. 
But  on  no  occasion  or  in  no  assembly  in 
Russia,  a  popular  cry  either  of  acclamation 
or  displeasure  is  ever  raised,  so  universally 
does  the  spirit  of  submission  and  a  passive- 
ness  amounting  almost  to  fatalism,  hang  over 
the  people. 

This    appeared    doubly   strange    to    me, 
accustomed  to  the  great  excitement  attepding 
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all  country  races  among  my  own  inflammable 
people,  where  the  success  of  a  favourite  is 
celebrated  by  a  volley  of  hats  and  sticks, 
sent  as  high  into  the  air  as  their  owners 
can  throw  them,  such  a  hurrah  as  is  never 
heard  out  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  a  general 
rush  to  get  a  look  at  the  "  darlint  that  tuk 
the  hate ;"  but  here  the  horses  started,  ran, 
lost,  or  won,  without  gaining  even  a  cheer 
from  the  spectators.  The  people  looked  on 
quietly,  seeming  just  amused,  but  that  was 
all. 

I  find  myself  again  doing  what  I  before 
blamed,  comparing  things  in  Russia  with 
those  at  home ;  but  this  is  excusable  for 
once,  as  describing  or  attending  a  race  of 
any  kind  always  puts  me  in  mind  of  "  Ould 
Ireland,"  and  brings  back  to  my  recollection 
many  a  day  of  fun  and  frolic  spent  in  the 
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same  sport  among  the  wild  children  of  the 
West,  whose  favorite  amusement  this  is.  So 
then,  begging  the  reader's  pardon  for  talking 
so  much  horse  flesh  and  paddyism,  I  will 
return  to  our  Muscovites. 

When  the  races  were  over  we  drove 
through  the  Petrofekoi  Park,  and  some  fields 
beyond,  to  a  small  suburb,  which  is  the  favorite 
resort  of  the  gypsies  on  all  festivals.  We 
had  heard  much  of  their  beauty  and  of  their 
singing;  but  were  woefully  disappointed  by 
both.  On  getting  out  of  the  carriage,  six  or 
seven  wild  looking  and  ugly  women  ran  up  to 
us,  and  begged  to  be  allowed  to  sing.  We 
then  went  into  a  small  room  in  a  restaurant, 
where  they  immediately  set  up  a  simulta- 
neous shout  accompanied  by  a  sort  of  git- 
tern  with  wire  strings ;  this  was  supposed  to 
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be  music.  We  asked  them  to  dance  ;  this  was 
the  signal  for  another  more  discordant  howl 
accompanied  by  an  awful  stamping  of  feet, 
clapping  of  hands  and  blows  on  their  gittern ; 
in  fact  it  was  a  regular  row — we  were  soon 
quite  bewildered  and  cried  for  mercy. 

They  certainly  looked  something  like  gyp- 
sies ;  but  are  evidently  a  degenerate  race,  and 
not  nearly  so  pure  as  the  Bohemians  of  other 
countries.  They  live  in  houses  in  Moscow, 
and  I  believe  that  the  beauties  and  good 
singers  never  go  out  to  the  cafe's,  and  exhi- 
bit in  this  manner.  The  Russians,  however, 
patronize  them  greatly,  and  spend  fortunes 
among  them ;  for  the  gipsies  are  exceedingly 
extravagant,  and  unlike  their  sisterhood  in 
England,  are  much  more  famed  for  their 
beauty  and  accomplishments,  than  for  their 
discretion.     We  were  very  glad  to  get  away 


AND   MOSCOW.  147 

from  these  hybrid  gitanos,  who  I  leave  to  the 
attention  of  Messrs.  Crabbe,  Borrow  or  any 
t)ther  "  gipsies*  advocate" — assuring  them  that 
there  is  a  great  field  open  for  their  labours,  in 
the  reformation  of  the  Muscovite  Bohe- 
mians. 

The  Foundling  Hospital  at  Moscow  is  per- 
haps the  most  extensive  charitable  institution 
in  the  world.  It  is  a  magnificent  building  by 
the  side  of  the  Moskwa,  and  with  its  gardens, 
hospitals,  and  offices,  is  more  than  half  a  mile 
in  circumference.  There  are  two  separate  esta- 
blishments in  this  institution — one  for  the  sup- 
port, maintenance,  and  education  of  children 
of  the  poorer  officers  of  the  civil  and  military 
services — another  wherein  all  babies  are 
received  indiscriminately.  In  the  former  the 
children  are  taken  at  the  age  of  eight,  and 
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kept  till  they  are  eighteen.  They  receive  a 
first  rate  education,  learning  French,  German, 
dancing,  drawing  and  music,  and  at  the  end  of 
ten  years  are  quite  prepared  for  any  position 
in  society  which  they  may  be  called  upon  to 
fill. 

The  boys  were  out  of  town  at  one  of  the 
many  country  houses  attached  to  the  insti- 
tution where  the  pupils  of  both  sexes  are 
annually  sent  for  the  benefit  of  their  health. 
Their  numbers  are  about  three  hundred  boys 
and  three  hundred  girls.  We  found  on  our 
arrival  all  the  girls  in  the  chapel,  where  mass 
was  being  celebrated.  They  looked  very  well, 
and  were  all  dressed  alike  in  green  gowns  and 
white  pinafores.  But  I  fear  that  I  cannot 
praise  their  good  looks,  for  beauty  is  distri- 
buted among  them  with  a  very  sparing  hand. 
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We-  were  received  by  the  lady  superinten- 
dant  of  this  department  of  the  hospital — a 
charming  person  who  speaks  a  number  of  lan- 
guages and  who  kindly  accompanied  us  over 
the  whole  of  her  kingdom  in  the  great  house. 
Every  attention  is  paid  to  the  comforts  of  the 
pupils,  and  no  expense  spared  to  render  their 
education  perfect.  We  were  shewn  some 
specimens  of  their  drawing,  which  exhibited 
considerable  proficiency  in  the  art,  and  were 
worthy  of  any  school  of  design. 

Those  who  evince  a  taste  for  music  have 
the  advantage  of  the  best  masters  in  Moscow. 
We  saw  six  pianofortes  in  six  separate  small 
rooms,  and  we  were  told  that  some  of  the  best 
public  singers  in  Russia  had  received  their 
education  within  these  walls.  They  generally 
employ  themselves  as  governesses  or  teachers 
after  they  leave  the  hospital ;  some  go  on  the 
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stage,  and  their  excellent  education  renders 
them  fit  for  any  situation. 

When  we  had  seen  all  the  apartments 
belonging  to  this  great  school,  we  bade  adieu 
to  the  lady  governess  who  took  great  pains  to 
show  us  every  thing,  and  seemed  to  wish  that 
we  should  see  and  understand  all  the  details 
of  the  institution.  We  then  ascended  to  the 
upper  story,  where  we  found  an  immense  suite 
of  apartments  containing  five  hundred  wet 
nurses  with  their  youthful  charges.  They 
were  all  dressed  in  the  Russian  costume,  and 
each  stood  at  the  foot  of  her  bed  with  the 
infant  in  her  arms  making  low  bows  as  we 
passed.  They  were  very  clean  but  very  ugly ; 
and  out  of  five  hundred  who  were  nearly  all 
young  women,  I  did  not  see  one  who  had  the 
slightest  pretension  to  good  looks.  They  get 
a  paper  rouble  a  day  and  their  food ;  this  is 
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great  pay  in  Russia,  and  consequently  there 
are  an  immense  number  of  applicants  for  the 
office,  which  they  can  only  hold  for  three 
months.  The  babies  are  kept  for  three  weeks  in 
the  institution,  when  they  are  sent  out  to  nurse. 
Their  adopted  mothers  receive  seven  roubles 
a  month  from  the  Institution  until  the  children 
are  able  to  do  something  for  themselves. 

When  they  are  first  brought  to  the  hospital 
the  only  questions  asked  to  those  who  carry 
them  there,  is  their  name  and  whether  they 
have  been  baptised  ?  If  they  have  not,  the  cere- 
mony is  instantly  performed,  and  when  there 
is  no  desire  to  the  contrary  expressed,  they  re- 
ceive the  name  of  thesaint  whose  day  it  happens 
to  be.  They  are  then  washed  and  clothed ;  an 
ivory  medal  with  their  number,  name,  and  date 
of  admission  inscribed  thereon  is  hung  round 
their  necks,  corresponding  with  a  card  given 
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to  those  who  bring  them ;  their  parents  may 
by  these  means  claim  their  offspring  during 
the  first  fourteen  years.  The  poor  little 
animal,  deserted  by  its  natural  protectors,  is 
thus  provided  for  and  is  certain  of  sustenance 
for  the  rest  of  its  life.  The  numbers  admitted 
to  these  benefits  is  immense ;  the  average  is 
about  twenty-five  a  day,  or  more  than  nine 
thousand  in  the  year. 

A  lying-in-hospital  is  attached  to  the  insti- 
tution where  all  persons  are  attended  free  of 
charge.  They  may  come  and  go  without  a 
question,  and  either  take  their  offspring  away 
with  them  or  leave  them  to  the  cares  of  the 
establishment.  These  arrangements  are  no 
doubt  very  charitable,  though  I  believe  the  mo- 
rality of  the  good  city  of  Moscow  is  little  in- 
creased thereby.  But  they  want  population 
in  Russia. 
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It  is  a  noble  institution,  and  was  first  estab- 
lished by  Demidoff  who  endowed  it  largely ; 
but  it  is  now  entirely  under  the  management 
of  government.  It  was  originally  intended 
exclusively  for  the  support  of  foundlings 
who  were  educated  within  its  walls,  but 
the  Emperor  finding  that  there  were  many 
people  in  the  country  more  deserving  of  such 
advantages,  the  institution  was  remodelled, 
and  placed  on  its  present  excellent  footing. 
The  number  of  servants,  clerks,  &c.  that 
are  employed  in  its  service  is  immense,  and 
the  Count  Zakrewsky,  who  is  Governor  and 
Director  General,  must  find  plenty  of  oc- 
cupation in  regulating  its  vast  details. 

There  are  other  institutions  connected 
with  the  Foundling  Hospital,  being  schools 
for  those  who  have  been  originally 
admitted  in   their   infancy  to  the  establish- 
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ment ;  one  that  we  visited,  is  a  large  build- 
ing, wherein  many  of  the  foundlings  are 
taught  trades.  They  come  in  here  when  they 
are  about  eight  or  ten  years  old,  and  stay 
eight  years :  they  have  their  choice  of  their 
profession  and  almost  every  trade  known,  is 
taught  in  the  best  manner.  We  found  them 
all  busily  employed,  and  saw  some  specimens 
of  their  handiwork  in  engraving,  cabinet- 
making,  turning,  and  other  of  the  finer  trades, 
executed  in  the  best  manner.  Their  sleeping 
apartments  are  kept  with  the  most  scrupu- 
lous attention  to  air  and  cleanliness,  and  the 
best  proof  of  the  health  of  the  establishment 
is,  that  out  of  four  and  five  hundred  boys, 
all  engaged  in  laborious,  and  many  of  them 
sedentary  occupations,  we  only  saw  one  in 
hospital.  This  was  a  poor  little  fellow  in 
the  last  stage  of  consumption ;   but  he  was 
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not  neglected,  for  a  nurse  attended  upon  him 
night  and  day. 

The  place  where  this  institution  is  situated 
is  the  north-eastern  corner  of  Moscow,  and 
our  way  thither  gave  us  some  idea  of  the  mag- 
nitude of  this  immense  city.  We  drove  for 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  (not  very  fast 
however)  up  and  down  hill,  through  streets 
and  lanes  all  inside  the  low  rampart  that 
marks  the  boundary  of  the  town.  From 
the  tops  of  some  of  the  hills  we  had  the 
most  charming  views;  from  one  eminence 
in  particular  whereon  a  red  and  white 
triumphal  arch*  stands,  we  looked  over  the 
greater  part  of  this  magnificent  town. 
These  different  panoramas  of  green  and 
red  roofs,  painted  minarets,  and  countless 
churches     interspersed    with    waving    trees 

*  This  is  called  "the  Red  Gate." 
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(for  every  house  possesses  a  large  garden) 
form  the  great  charm  of  Moscow. 

The  undulation  of  the  ground  would  give 
the  Holy  City  of  the  north  a  fairer  right  to 
the  title  of  the  Queen  enthroned  on  hills, 
than  imperial  Rome.  The  mount  of  the 
Kremlin  is  of  imposing  magnitude,  compared 
with  the  more  classic  and  ruin  covered  hills 
of  the  Eternal  City,  and  might  almost  vie 
in  historic  association  with  the  ancient 
Aventine  and  his  brethren ;  but  the  sceptre 
is  departed  from  Moscow,  and  though  the 
imperial  crown  is  still  placed  on  the  brow 
of  the  Czar  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of 
the  Kremlin,  the  superior  accommodation 
and  more  matter-of-fact  conveniences  of 
Peter's  Port  have  drawn  from  the  old  capital 
all  her  ancient  splendour. 

This   seems  even  more  sad,  as  Moscow 
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is  in  reality  newer  than  St.  Petersburg,  for 
the  ground  whereon  she  stands  is  all  that 
remains  of  her  antique  form ;  her  desolation 
is  therefore  more  apparent ;  for  though  the 
streets  of  an  old  town  may  look  melancholy 
when  partly  deserted  by  its  inhabitants  for 
more  convenient  if  less  romantic  habitations, 
yet  the  empty  thoroughfares  of  a  new  city, 
whose  ways  are  lined  with  lately  erected 
palaces,  are  far  more  gloomy;  as  are  the 
ravages  of  consumption  in  early  youth  sadder 
than  the  gradual  decay  of  age.  When  the 
new  palace  is  finished  it  is  expected  that 
the  Emperor  will  reside  here  more  than 
he  has  done  hitherto,  and  then  perchance 
the  halls  of  the  Kremlin  may  again  be 
visited  by  the  splendours  of  a  court. 

Moscow  is  gifted  with  no  advantages  of 
natural   position ;  situated  in  the   midst   of 
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inhospitable  forests,  and  sterile  plains,  its 
trade  is  impeded  by  almost  every  natural 
obstacle.  There  is  no  water  carriage  for 
goods  of  any  weight,  and  the  great  distances 
from  whence  many  of  the  necessaries,  and 
all  the  luxuries  of  life  have  to  be  carried, 
render  it  more  expensive  in  many  respects 
than  St.  Petersburg.  It  is  unlikely  there- 
fore that  she  will  ever  recover  any  of  her 
ancient  importance ;  and  experience  has 
proved  in  all  countries  the  manifold  dis- 
advantages of  an  Empire  possessing  two 
capitals. 

One  day  that  I  was  unable  to  accompany 
him,  E —  went  with  General  B —  to  witness  a 
departure  of  exiles  for  Siberia.  There  is 
a  prison  depot  on  the  Sparrow  hills  where 
the  convicts  of  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments are  assembled  before  they  commence 
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their  long,  and  terrible  journey.  He  found 
about  fifty,  or  sixty  men,  habited  in  party 
coloured  dresses,  half  of  their  heads  being 
shaved,  in  readiness  to  proceed  on  their 
first  day's  journey  towards  Asia.  There 
were  culprits  of  every  grade :  some  who  had 
been  guilty  of  great  crimes,  and  others  who 
had  been  condemned  to  this  eternal  banish- 
ment for  apparently  trivial  offences.  One 
man,  if  he  could  be  believed,  said  that  his 
only  offence  was  vagrancy. 

Those  who  were  able  to  support  their 
wives  on  the  journey,  were  accompanied  in 
their  misery  by  these  poor  creatures,  who 
voluntarily  became  partners  of  their  sufferings, 
and  willingly  devoted  themselves  to  a  life  of 
dreary  exile  in  the  distant  forests  of  Siberia ; 
some  few  had  experienced  the  horrors  of  the 
knout ;  but,  I  believe  that  this  terrible  torture 
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is  now  only  inflicted  on  great  criminals, 
though  it  is  still  very  generally  used  in 
Russia.  They  answered  all  the  questions 
put  to  them,  with  the  greatest  readiness,  and 
seemed  to  bear  their  heavy  doom  with  great 
fortitude.  After  some  money,  given  by  the 
visitors,  had  been  divided  among  them,  their 
chains  were  knocked  off,  and  the  gloomy 
train  filed  out  of  their  prison,  and  com- 
menced a  journey  of  eight  months  to  their 
distant  destinations. 

From  all  I  hear,  notwithstanding  the  ter- 
rible feeling  that  the  name  of  Siberia  bears 
to  the  mind  of  every  one  in  Europe,  the 
convicts  are  not  subjected  to  such  severe 
labour  as  those  in  our  Australian  colonies. 
They  live  in  huts,  constructed  by  themselves 
in  the  forest,  where  they  cultivate  the  ground, 
and   thus  obtain   a  subsistence.     This  mild 
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treatment,  of  course  does  not  extend  to  the 
worst  malefactors;  nor,  I  fear,  to  political 
offenders,  who  are  generally  sent  to  the 
mines  and  are  subjected  to  all  the  horrors 
of  harsh  task-masters'  hard  work,  and  heavy 
chains.  I  found  it  quite  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain the  real  condition  of  the  exiles,  and  the 
contradictory  statements  of  many  well  in- 
formed persons,  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed on  the  subject,  puzzled  me  to  that 
degree,  that  I  acknowledge  myself  to  be  nearly 
as  ignorant  of  their  situation,  as  when  I 
entered  Russia.  But  one  thing  is  certain, 
that  the  horrors  of  Siberia,  and  the  frequency 
of  unjust  exile,  is  greatly  overrated;  and 
although  in  every  country  where  the  judicial 
system  is  so  imperfect  as  it  is  in  Russia,  the 
innocent  must  frequently  suffer,  still  I  am 
sure,    that   by   far   the   greater    portion   of 
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unhappy  beings,  who  are  now  colonizing  the 
wilds  of  northern  Asia,  really  deserve  their 
wretched  fate. 

I  could  not  share  in  the  excessive  feelings 
of  commiseration  expressed  by  many  writers 
upon  Russia,  for  all  those  persons  who  may 
have  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Imperial 
laws ;  I  know  that  in  a  country  of  such  enor- 
mous dimensions,  where  the  laws  are  with 
difficulty  enforced,  crime  must  be  frequent, 
but  I  cannot  say,  that  the  prison  van,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Moskwa,  inspired  me  with 
greater  horror,  than  the  same  machine  does 
in  Piccadilly. 

Many  Russians  assured  me,  that  the 
punishment  of  the  knout  is  nearly  extinct ; 
but  from  what  I  heard  in  Moscow,  I  believe 
that  it  is  still  common,  though  not  so 
general,  as  it  was  some  years  ago.     There 
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was  a  man  knouted  three  days  before  we 
arrived  in  Moscow,  and  it  is  certainly  by  no 
means  a  rare  occurrence.  The  knout  is 
sometimes  made  the  instrument  of  death, 
though  the  Russians  boast,  that  there  is  no 
capital  punishment  authorized  by  their  cri- 
minal code. 

The  slave  who  shot  the  Prince  Gargarin, 
some  years  ago,  suffered  this  terrible 
death.  He  was  made  a  soldier  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  this  is  in  a  degree  a  military  punish- 
ment. He  was  forced  to  walk  up  and  down 
between  the  ranks  of  men,  while  the  heavy 
whip  of  leather  tore  away  the  flesh  at  every 
stroke ;  at  the  hundred  and  twentieth  lash  lie 
fell ;  his  sentence  was  a  thousand  lashes :  he 
was  asked,  whether  he  would  have  the  rest 
of  it  then,  or  wait  for  another  day ;  he  said 
he  would  have  it  then — knowing  that  to  defer 
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it  would  only  prolong  his  agony.  He  was 
then  set  up,  and  received  a  few  more  blows 
till  he  fell  again ;  they  put  him  up  a  third 
time,  when  he  fainted  and  was  carried  away 
insensible.  He  died  the  next  day,  from  the 
mortification  of  his  wounds. 

This  man  was  a  criminal  guilty  of  a  hei- 
nous crime.  The  mode  of  his  execution,  a 
fate  which  his  crime  deserved,  was  perhaps 
the  most  terrible  torture  that  could  be  in- 
vented. But  it  is  on  all  sides  agreed,  that 
the  punishment  of  death  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
considered  as  an  example  to  the  survivors, 
and  not  as  a  means  of  vengeance  on  the 
criminal.  Such  a  scene  as  I  have  related  is 
a  disgrace  to  a  country,  calling  itself  chris- 
tian, and  contrary  to  all  right  principles  of 
government,  for  the  minds  of  the  vulgar  are 
hardened  by  the  sight  of  such  terrible  bruta- 
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Kty,  and,  therefore,  rendered  more  fit  for  the 
invention  of  crime ;  and  the  effect  of  a  less 
inhuman  mode  of  execution,  would  be  to 
increase  the  respect  of  the  naturally  wicked 
towards  the  laws,  without  decreasing  the  fear 
of  death  as  a  punishment. 

Such  scenes  as  these  are  certainly  of  rare 
occurrence  in  the  capitals ;  but,  I  fear,  that  in 
distant  provinces,  the  great  powers  entrusted 
to  deputed  rulers,  enable  evil  disposed  and 
cruel  magistrates  to  exert  much  tyranny.  In 
all  ages  among  a  number  of  men  gifted  with 
arbitrary  power,  some  have  been  found  more 
inclined  to  inflict  misery  on  their  fellow- 
creatures,  than  to  devise  means  for  their 
improvement. 

Our  last  day  at  Moscow  was  devoted  to 
the  treasury  of  the  Kremlin,  and  the  accumu- 
lation, of  riches  that  this  museum  contains.  It  is 
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a  jewelled  epitome  of  Russian  History.  For 
here  is  deposited  many  a  gorgeous  trophy  of 
Muscovite  conquest,  and  many  a  magnificent 
present  from  humbled  sovereigns  of  various 
times. 

We  were  received  by  the  director-general  of 
the  Museum,  who  was  exceedingly  civil,  and 
kindly  shewed  us  many  of  the  curiosities  him- 
self. In  the  first  room  that  we  entered  we 
found  various  specimens  of  arms  of  different 
ages  and  nations,  with  some  mounted  figures 
clad  in  complete  panoply.  But  the  most 
interesting  object  is  the  velvet  covered  box, 
containing  the  constitutional  charter  of  Poland 
— sadly  and  silently  it  lies  on  the  floor  in 
hopeless  submission — while  above  and  around 
it  droop  the  humbled  and  tattered  banners 
that  once  waved  proudly  in  its  cause.  While 
stooping  over  it  we  forgot  all  her  weakness 
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and  all  her  folly,  we  thought  only  of  her  past 
greatness,  and  of  his  glorious  name  who  once 
saved  Europe  from  Moslem  rule.  There,  in 
the  shadow  of  her  conquered  emblems,  lay  a 
nation's  tomb,  the  corpse  of  a  country's  free- 
dom. It  told  more  plainly  than  all  books  or 
histories,  the  tale  of  Poland's  extinction.  The 
shadow  of  her  torn  and  dusty  flags  hung 
heavily  on  it ;  while  the  grim  figures  of  the 
Russian  warriors  which  surrounded  it,  seemed 
an  apt  type  of  the  adamantine  bonds  that  are 
for  ever  wound  round  her  liberties. 

Two  long  galleries  open  out  of  this  room 
containing  innumerable  treasures.  The  coro- 
nation and  funereal  crowns  of  the  Czars  are 
here  preserved,  with  the  royal  diadems  of 
Siberia,  Novogorod,  Kasan,  Poland,  Moscow, 
and   the  Crimea.     There  also  we  saw   the 
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ancient  chairs  wherein  the  Emperors  are  still 
crowned ;  of  rough  wood  and  rude  workman- 
ship, but  studded  with  diamonds  and  precious 
stones.  The  jewelled  saddle  and  horse  trap- 
pings of  the  gorgeous  Catherine  are  covered 
with  turquoises  and  other  gems.  It  is  a  man's 
saddle,  and  her  Majesty  always  used  it  as  such, 
when  dressed  in  their  uniform,  she  reviewed 
her  guards.  If  her  picture  tells  truth  the 
costume  became  her  bravely,  for  she  be- 
strides  her  prancing  steed  as  proudly  as  any 
of  her  warriors. 

It  would  be  endless  and  wearying  to  tell 
of  all  the  riches  heaped  up  in  these  galleries. 
We  spent  a  long  time  in  examining  them, 
till  we  were  tired  of  gold,  silver,  precious 
stones,  embossed  arms,  and  embroidered  uni- 
forms.    We,  therefore,  made  our  bow  to  the 
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general,  the  director,  and  bent  our  steps 
homeward  to  make  preparations  for  our 
departure. 

We  strolled  slowly  along  the  terrace, 
to  enjoy  a  last  look  at  the  glorious  view. 
Every  time  we  had  seen  it  we  thought  it 
more  lovely.  We  wandered  about  for  an 
hour,  and  though  we  felt  glad  that  we  were 
now  about  to  turn  our  faces  homewards, 
we  bade  adieu  to  this  scene  we  had  gazed  at 
so  often,  with  considerable  sorrow.  But  the 
time  was  come ;  we  picked  up  a  bit  of  brick, 
looked  a  farewell  to  Ivan  Veliki,  gave  our 
friend  the  trig  bell  a  valedictory  squint,  with 
uncovered  heads  walked  out  of  the  Holy 
Gate,  and  in  an  hour  were  on  the  road  to 
St.  Petersburg. 

We  had  taken  precautions  against  the 
possibility  of  being  again  martyrs  to  a  spring- 

VOL.   II.  i 
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less  diligence,  and  found  the  carriage  that 
brought  us  back  very  comfortable.  Our 
journey  was  as  monotonous  as  possible.  A 
morning  and  evening  battue  of  flies  and 
other  insects — a  quantity  of  Balzac's  novels, 
and  tea,  formed  our  principal  occupation 
and  refreshment.  Occasionally  the  little 
horses  that  drew  us,  found  it  impossible 
to  drag  the  heavy  carriage  through  the  deep 
layer  of  stones,  on  the  newly  mended  part 
of  the  road.  Upon  these  occasions,  all  the 
passengers,  (excepting  ourselves,)  turned  out, 
and  commenced  a  furious  attack  with  sticks 
and  stones  on  the  unfortunate  ponies.  Any 
one  who  happened  to  pass  by,  joined  in  the 
amusement,  till  by  dint  of  blows,  and 
more  terrible  imprecations,  the  exhausted 
beasts  were  made  to  struggle  through  the 
difficulty. 
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We  arrived  at  Novogorod  in  considerably 
better  humour  than  on  our  first  visit,  as  our 
journey  was  now  nearly  over,  and  we  were 
not  the  least  tired.  This  was  once  a  power- 
ful republic,  and  afterwards  the  capital  of 
Russia.  Now  it  is  more  desolate  than  any 
of  the  cities  of  this  still  half  desert  country. 
Her  palaces  are  all  in  ruins,  and  the  grass 
grows  luxuriantly  in  the  courts  of  her 
Kremlin.  Her  population  is  fast  dwindling 
away,  and  the  daily  increasing  magnificence 
of  St.  Petersburg,  draws  from  Novogorod 
what  little  the  unsparing  hand  of  time  has 
left. 

We  dined  here ;  and  afterwards  sat  down  on 
the  steps  of  the  little  inn  to  smoke  a  cigar. 
Three  Russian  carriages  drove  up,  containing 
a  Princess,  accompanied  (as  the  Morning  Post 
says)   by   her  family  and   suite.     The  lady 

1  2 
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was  very  handsome,  and  stepped  dut  of  her 
carriage  with  great  grace  and  considerable 
dignity.     As  she  stood  on  the  steps  to  give 
some  directions  to  her  servants,  she  took  out 
her  little  case  of  cigarrettas*  and  did  me  the 
honour  to  light  one  by  my  cigar.     I  knew 
that   the   ladies  in   Russia   smoke   often  in 
private,  but  this  was  the  first  time  I   had 
seen  it  practised  in  this   country,   and    the 
effect  was  rather  cujious.     In  this  case  it 
was  anything  but  unbecoming;  for   as    the 
lady  resumed  her  seat  in  her  carriage,  and 
leaning  back   on   her   cushions,   puffed   the 
fragrant    vapour    in    tiny    curls    from   the 
prettiest  lips  imaginable,    she    looked   quite 
charming  1     I   was  immensely   edified,   and 
even   E — —  who  hates  smoking,   declared 
that   he   would  willingly   smoke   the  whole 
way  to  Moscow,  if  he  thought  she  would 
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honour  him  at  the  end  of  the  journey,  in 
the  same  affecting  manner  as  she  had 
honoured  me. 

But,  alas  J  the  Princess  was  whirled  away 
in  a  cloud  of  dust ;  her  suite  followed.  E — ■ — 
took  serious  counsel  with  our  faithful  servant 
concerning  the  immediate  purchase  of  three 
cigars,  and  I  sighed,  and  lit  another  weed. 
In  consequence  of  this  smoky  though 
charming  vision,  I  took  care  to  inform 
myself  of  the  progress  of  smoking  among 
the  fair  ones  of  the  land.  The  result  was, 
that  I  found  that  few  disdain  the  soothing 
influence  of  "  gentle  tobacco." 

I  cannot  boast  of  ever  having  been 
admitted  to  the  mysteries  of  a  Russian  lady's 
divan ;  but  many  there  are  more  blessed  than 
I,  who  have  smoked  many  a  calumet, 
with  the  fairest  beauties  of  "  the  Islands." 
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After  this  little  incident  we  returned  to 
the  dull  diligence  with  a  very  bad  grace, 
and  dreamt  and  talked  of  cigarettes 
and  Princesses,  till  we  got  to  St.  Peters- 
burg. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE   STATE   PRISON. 
Lasciate  ogni  speransa  voi  che  qui  entrate. 

DANTtf. 

Our  day  of  departure  from  Russia  was 
now  fast  approaching,  and  with  great  regret 
we  set  ourselves  to  make  the  most  of  the 
remainder  of  our  short  stay.  We  repeated 
our  visits  to  many  places  we  had  before 
seen,  and  also  again  renewed  the  same  round 
of  pleasure  we  had'before  enjoyed. 

i  3 
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We  went  by  the  railroad  to  the  village 
of  Czarskoe  Seloe,  a  short  distance  from 
St.  Petersburg,  where  there  is  a  beautiful 
palace,  somewhat  in  the  Versailles'  style. 
This  was  the  favourite  country  residence 
of  the  great  Catherine.  We  were  shown  a 
grand  suite  of  rooms  of  magnificent  propor- 
tions; in  one  of  these,  the  walls  are  com- 
pletely covered  with  amber,  which  is  wonderful 
only  from  its  great  value,  for  the  general 
effect  is  too  waxy  and  too  dead  to  be 
pleasing.  In  other  chambers,  the  parquet 
is  beautifully  inlaid  with  mother  of  pearl  and 
ebony,  and  many  precious  woods.  The 
whole  range  of  apartments  looked  altogether 
more  habitable,  than  those  of  the  show 
palaces,  of  this  palace  loving  country. 

The  gardens  are  beautiful,  being  laid  out 
with     great    taste,    and  ^contain    a    much 
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greater  variety  of  fine  trees,  than  is  generally 
seen  in  the  environs  of  St.  Petersburg.  In 
this  forest  covered  land,  such  a  tiling  as 
four  or  five  different  sorts  of  large  timber 
trees  standing  together,  is  a  prodigy;  and 
the  families  of  birch,  elder,  &c,  and  what 
we  call  spruce  fir,  are  nearly  the  sole  denizens 
of  the  vast  woods  that  run  with  little  inter- 
ruption from  the  gulf  of  Finland  to  Kam- 
schatka. 

The  great  charm  of  Czarskoe  Seloe,  is 
the  fine  larch,  oak,  and  elm,  that  adorn  its 
Park.  They  seem  to  flourish  very  well 
here,  and  these  stranger  trees  are  a  great 
relief  to  the  eye,  after  a  long  journey 
among  their  sombre  brethren  of  the 
forest 

A  pretty  little  armoury,  kiosk,  some 
ornamental    buildings    and    quaint  bridges, 
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together  with  the  fine  timber,  makes  this  a 
very  pleasant  place,  and  it  is  much  resorted 
to  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Petersburg.  The 
Court  rarely  resides  there  now. 

The  only  railroad  at  present  open  in 
Russia,  runs  from  St.  Petersburg  to  this 
place.  It  is  very  well  conducted,  though 
they  are  not  rash  as  to  pace,  and  stick 
to  the  slow  and  sure  rate  of  sixteen  miles 
an  hour.  The  railroad  from  St.  Petersburg 
to  Moscow  will  .  be  finished,  it  is  said,  in 
about  three  years;  but  its  ultimate  success 
seems  to  be  very  much  doubted  among 
Russians,  one  of  whom  solemnly  declared 
to  rne,  that  as  they  can  never  travel  by 
night  on  railroads  in  England,  so  long  a 
line  must  be  a  failure!  I  fear  that  the 
snow  in  winter  will  be  found  the  greatest 
impediment   to   its   success;    and  unless  a 
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great  number  of  men  are  always  kept  at 
work  on  the  line,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
preserve  the  communication. 

The  country  is  most  favourable  for 
engineering,  •  as  there  is  not  to  be  a 
single  tunnel,  and  very  little  cutting  be- 
tween the  two  capitals.  The  whole 
affair  is  undertaken  and  carried  on  by 
government,  so  that  the  race  of  directors, 
committee  men,  stags,  &c.,  that  have  of  late 
played  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  England 
tod  in  Punch,  are  unknown  and  unhonoured 
in  the  north;  a  lucky  thing  for  them,  as 
I  hardly  think  that  the  "Moscow  and 
St.  Petersburg  Direct,"  is  likely  to  prove 
a  "  good  spec"  for  the  Imperial  proprietors. 

We  were  kindly  invited  to  join  an 
English  party,  who  were  going  up  with 
Mr.   B.  in  his    steamer  to    Schlusselburg, 
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and  the  entrance  to  the  Ladoga ;  and  aright 
pleasant  party  it  was.  The  day  was  lovely. 
The  banks  of  the  Neva  have  just  an  escape 
of  being  pretty,  and  the  excellent  company 
on  board  the  vessel  rendered  the  whole  ex* 
pedition  charming.  We  spent  five  hours  in 
ascending  the  river,  and  on  our  arrival  at 
the  Village  of  Schlusselburg,  we  pulled  over 
to  the  fortress  in  a  small  boat. 

This  celebrated  place  stands  on  an  island, 
in  the  midst  of  the  stream,  where  the 
waters  of  the  mighty  Ladoga  find  an  outlet 
in  the  Neva.  It  is  said  to  be  used  now 
as  a  state  prison;  It  is  not  strong  as 
a  modern  fortification,  for  the  defences  merely 
consist  of  a  low  wall  of  great  thickness, 
the  corners  being  strengthened  with  heavy 
bastions.  This  gloomy  place  contains  a 
church,  a   line  of  apartments    opening  out 
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of  a  covered  arcade,  and  some  barracks 
for  the  garrison;  but  we  saw  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  a  prison,  except  a  small 
inclosure  in  a  corner,  surrounded  by  a  high 
wall,  which  certainly  might  have  been  a 
dungeon. 

Those  of  the  party  who  spoke  Russian, 
seemed  to  have  the  greatest  dislike  to  ask 
questions ;  and  I  believe  they  were  tight,  as 
the  Governor  could  not  be  expected  to 
outstep  the  lines  of  his  duty,  or  to  tell  us 
anything;  as  I  fancy  secrecy  is  strictly  im- 
posed upon  him,  our  curiosity  therefore  would 
have  only  been  attended  with  unpleasant  con- 
sequences. We  could  have  gained  nothing 
by  it;  so  that  we  were  quite  unable  to 
learn,  whether  there  were  actually  a  number 
of  state  prisoners  confined  within  these  walls 
or  not. 
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Many  a  dark  story  is  told  in  Russia,  of 
the  treatment  of  these  unfortunates,  who  are 
said  to  be  ignorant  where  they  are  confined, 
and  are  not  told  whether  their  prison  is  at 
Cronstadt,  Schlusselburg,  or  Archangel. 

The  Emperor,  on  his  accession  to  the 
throne,  is  believed  to  have  visited  all  the 
state  prisoners  then  in  confinement ;  but 
none  were  released  in  consequence.  It  is 
my  firm  conviction  that  these  people  have, 
in  most  cases,  been  guilty  of  great  crimes, 
and  that  treason  and  venality  in  offices  of 
public  trust  have  been  generally  .the  cause 
of  this  desperate  punishment.  Their  treat- 
ment is  a  mystery — their  existence  unknown— 
their  fate  uncared  for ;  and  they  linger  out 
their  days,  in  a  captivity  as  dismal  as  it  is 
hopeless. 

None  are  ever  admitted  to  their  presence, 
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fcn  any  pretence,  whatsoever;  and  there  was 
an  instance  lately,  of  a  Prince  of  the  Imperial 
blood  having  been  refused  admittance  to 
the  state  prison  at  Archangel. 

But  the  darkest  tragedy  that  we  know  to  have 
been  performed  within  these  walls,  was  the 
murder  of  the  youthful  Ivan  VI.,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  reign  of  Catherine  the 
Great. 

Ivan  Antonovitch  was  the  grandson  of  the 
Empress  Anne,  the  eldest  of  the  unfortunate 
family  confined  at  Kolmogory,  for  so  many 
years,  who  were  afterwards  transported  into 
Denmark  by  order  of  Catherine.  He  was  the 
grandson  of  the  Emperor  Ivan  Alexevitch, 
the  elder  brother  of  Peter  the  Great,  conse- 
quently the  rightful  heir  to  the  throne.  He 
was  actually  proclaimed  Emperor,  on  the 
death  of  the  Princess  Anne  in  1 740,  when  a 
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month  old ;  but  during  a  revolution,  whereby 
Elisabeth  the  youngest  daughter  of  Peter  the 
Great,  was  placed  on  the  throne  in  1741,  he 
was  seized,  and  put  into  confinement  at  Riga, 
and  was  afterwards  removed  to  Dunumunde, 
and  Oranienburg.  In  consequence  of  an  at- 
tempt being  made  by  a  monk  to  carry  him  off 
from  the  latter  plpce,  he  was  brought  to 
Schlusselburg,  and  then  kept  in  prison  with 
the  greatest  strictness  and  secresy.  He  was 
attended  by  a  captain,  and  lieutenant,  who 
were  always  shut  up  in  his  room,  and  with 
whom  he  was  not  permitted  to  converse. 

He  was  visited  in  this  prison  by  the  Em- 
press Elizabeth  ;  the  Emperor  Peter  the 
Third,  and  the  great  Catherine  herself  in  her 
manifesto  published  after  his  death,  acknow- 
ledges that  she  had  seen  him.*      The  two 

*  See  appendix. 
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Empresses  concur  in  representing  him  as 
being  to  the  last  degree  deficient  in  all 
mental  powers ;  in  fact,  they  say  that  he  was 
an  idiot ;  and  indeed  it  seems  almost  impossi- 
ble that  he  could  have  been  otherwise/as  he  had 
been  kept  in  the  most  rigorous  confinement, 
during  the  whole  term  of  his  wretched  life. 

But  the  account  of  the  interview  which 
Peter  the  Third  had  with  this  unfortunate 
Prince,  tells  a  different  story ;  the  details  are 
related  by  Baron  Korff,  inspector  of  police, 
who  was  present.  These  prove  that  Ivan  was 
gifted  with  great  personal  graces,  and  so  far 
from  being  mad,  foolish,  or  incompetent,  his 
conversation  with  the  Emperor  was  full  of 
power  and  dignity.  He  remonstrated  on  the 
hardships  of  his  imprisonment,  and  his  ad- 
dress to  his  Majesty  was  couched  in  the  most 
affecting  and  eloquent  terms.     Peter  visited 
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him  several  times,  and  no  doubt  fully  in- 
tended to  have  made  him  his  heir.  But  a 
wretched  fate  was  reserved  for  both.  Peter 
was  murdered  in  his  prison  in  1 762,  seven 
days  after  his  wife  Catherine  had  ascended 
the  throne,  by  Alexius  Orloff  and  others ;  and 
Ivan  shortly  after  shared  the  same  fate  in 
the  following  manner  at  the  Castle  of  Schlus- 


On  the  16th  of  July,  1764,  the  Empress 
had.  gone  to  pay  a  visit  to  her  Livonian  pro* 
vinces,  leaving,  however,  many  of  her  most 
trusty  adherents  behind  in  St.  Petersburg,  as 
evident  signs  of  disaffection  had  appeared  in 
the  town,  particularly  among  some  of  the 
battalions  of  the  guard.  In  the  regiment 
quartered  at  the  town  of  Schlusselburg,  was 
an  officer  named  Mirovitch,  whose  grand- 
father   had    fought    under    Mazeppa    with 
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Charles  XII.  in  his  wars  against  Peter  the 
Great.     This  man  having  corrupted  some  of 
the  garrison  of  the  castle,  which  was  formed 
of  a  company  of  his  own  regiment,   showed 
the   soldiers  a   forged  order  of  the  Senate, 
recalling  Prince  Ivan  to  the  throne,  and  de- 
posing Catherine ;  alleging  as  areason  that  she 
had  gone  into  Livonia  to  marry  Poniatowsky. 
They  immediately,  to  the  number  of  fifty, 
put  themselves  under  his  orders,  and  marched 
to  the  rooms  wherein  the  Prince  was  confined. 
On  their  way  they  met  the  Governor,  who 
authoritatively  asked    the  conspirators   what 
they  were  doing  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
armed  and  in  an  ordered   body;  Mirovitch 
instantly  knocked  him  down,  and  the  party 
continued  their  march,     The  sentinels  at  the 
entrance  of  the   corridor,  leading  to  Ivan's 
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apartment  attempted  to  oppose  his  progress, 
but  Mirovitch  and  his  men  fired  on  them ; 
and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  fire  was 
briskly  returned  without  the  slightest  damage 
being  done  on  either  side. 

A  piece  of  artillery  was  then  sent  for,  to 
force  the  entrance ;  but  before  it  could  be 
fired,  the  door  was  thrown  open,  and  instead 
of  being  received  with  open  arms  by  the 
imprisoned  Prince,  the  first  object  that  met 
the  eyes  of  the  conspirator,  on  his  entrance, 
was  a  pierced  and  bleeding  corpse  still  quiver* 
ing  from  recent  death. 

The  officers  Vlasieff  and  Tschekin  who  were 
shut  up  with  Ivan,  had  an  order  in  the  hand* 
writing  of  the  Empress  to  the  effect  that, 
if  any  attempt  at  rescue  should  be  made, 
they  should  dispatch  the  Prince.     They  had* 
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therefore,  on  the  first  alarm,  fallen  upon  the 
unfortunate  unarmed  youth.  He  made  a  vigo- 
rous resistance,  and  actually  succeeded  in 
breaking  the  sword  of  one  of  the  murderer's, 
but  fell  at  last  covered  with  wounds  beneath 
their  united  blows. 

Mirovitch  was  beheaded,  and  the  officers, 
whose  names  will  be  handed  down  to  poste- 
rity, covered  with  everlasting  infamy,  were 
amply  rewarded.  None  of  the  other  actors  in 
this  dark  tragedy  were  even  taken  the  least 
notice  of. 

In  no  history  do  we  find  a  tale  of  darker 
crime,  whose  details  are  wrapped  in  greater 
mystery.  Of  all  the  imperial  family  of 
Romanoff,  who  have  met  with  violent  deaths, 
this  Prince  was  most  pitied,  as  he  had  done 
harm  to  no  one,  and  like  the  Iron  Mask, 
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his  only  crime  was  his  unfortunate 
birth. 

Catherine  published  a  manifesto,  a  few 
days  after,  giving  a  detail  of  the  circum- 
stances of  this  desperate  deed,  but  many 
there  are  who  think  that  much  of  the  tragic 
tale  is  yet  untold,  and  that  the  origin  of  the 
fate  of  the  unfortunate  Ivan  might  have  been 
traced  to  other  persons  than  the  unknown 
and  obscure  Mirovitch. 

We  found  none  of  the  difficulties  men- 
tioned by  other  travellers  in  gaining  admit- 
tance to  the  fortress,  but  saw  nothing  to 
repay  our  curiosity.  The  view  from  the  pa- 
rapet commands  a  dreary  expanse  of  water, 
bounded  by  low  wooded  shores ;  and  towards 
the  north,  the  great  lake  stretched  away  till 
the  waters  joined  the  sky — the  shores  in  this 
direction  being  far  distant  and  very  low.     It 
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is  a  sad  and  dreary  place,  and  a  hard  fea- 
tured Russian  officer,  who  brought  up  the 
rear  of  our  gay  procession,  looked  as  gloomy 
and  hopeless  as  the  grey  walls  themselves. 

As  we  stood  on  the  parapet,  a  happy  and 
laughing  party,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
health,  hope,  and  liberty,  breathing  the  free 
air,  and  rioting  in  the  sunshine  of  a  summer's 
day,  and  of  the  brightest  eyes  in  Russia,  I 
could  not  help  thinking  that  hearts  far  diffe- 
rent from  ours,  might  be  sighing  near  us, 
and  that  our  merry  voices  even  might  fall 
heavy  on  the  doomed  one's  ear. 

The  thought  came  over  more  than  one 
gay  spirit,  like  a  dark  and  poisonous  dew, 
and  some  among  us  almost  felt  as  if  we  were 
feasting  on  a  felon's  grave.  Gladly  we  left 
those  sad  walls ;  and  I  made  a  vow,  that  if  I 

VOL.    II.  K 


194  ST.   PETERSBURG 

again  visited  Russia,  I  would  not  approach 
that  dark,  mysterious  Schlusselburg. 

I  trust,  however,  that  I  may  spend  many 
such  another  day :  for  once  away  from  those 
heavy  w^lls,  our  spirits  rose  in  proportion, 
and  never  did  merriment,  and  wildest  frolic 
hold  a  more  jovial  reign,  than  during  our 
passage  home. 

Games,  the  dance,  and  song,  chased  one 
another  in  such  quick  succession,  that  I  am 
sure  the  waters  of  the  stately  Neva  never  bore 
so  wild  a  crew ;  or  never  did  her  dark  banks 
re-echo  to  the  sounds  of  such  extravagant 
tnirth.  There  was  no  music  on  board,  but 
the  sounds  of  our  own  voices ;  notwithstand- 
ing this  we  danced  right  merrily,  and  a  certain 
shy  young  gentleman  of  my  intimate  acquaint- 
ance, found  himself  towards  the  close  of  the 
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evening,  entertaining  the  company  with  a  jig 
to  "Paddy  O'Rafferty,"  on  the  captain's 
speaking  trumpet ! 

We  sang  "  Heart  home  ballads  of  green 
Erin,  and  grey  Highlands/'  till  we  became 
quite  romantic ;  but  as  sentiment  on  a  smooth 
river  by  moonlight  is  decidedly  dangerous, 
we  danced  again,  till  even  the  black  chimney 
of  the  old  steamer  looked  jolly  under  the 
influence  of  "  Sir  Roger  de  Coverly,"  and 
"  hands  across,"  &c. 

One  boatfull  of  English  roses  who  blos- 
somed and  bloomed  amid  the  snows  of  the 
north,  took  their  departure  before  we  arrived 
at  St.  Petersburg,  under  a  full  chorus  of 
"  God  save  the  Queen,"  and  three  such 
cheers,  as  the  banks  of  the  Neva  never  heard 
before.  The  steamer  arrived  at  her  moorings 
at   midnight,  when   we    all  separated,    and 
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H —  and  I  started  forthwith  for  the  forest, 
to  shoot. 

Seldom  has  it  been  my  lot  to  spend  a 
pleasanter  day  than  this,  whether  it  was 
that  we  found  ourselves  again  among  our 
own  people,  or  that  the  beauty  and  gaiety 
that  surrounded  us,  was  far  greater  than 
what  generally  falls  to  the  share  of  parties 
of  the  kind,  we  certainly  passed  a  day  of 
pleasure,  that  I  shall  remember  all  my  life, — 
for  hosts  and  guests  seemed  together  deter- 
mined on  the  greatest  excess  of  enjoyment, 
that  could  possibly  be  compressed  into  four- 
teen hours. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE   FOREST. 

Thejir  and  birch  with  mingled  shade, 
At  noontide  there  a  twilight  made. 

SCOTT. 

Nothing  tired  by  our  exertions  we  arrived 
at  Oranienbaum  about  seven  in  the  morning, 
where  the  road  ended.  We  therefore  pro- 
ceeded from  thence  for  thirty  miles,  in  a 
common  two  wheeled  cart — the  most  dia- 
bolical mode  of  journeying  ever  invented. 
We  got  to  our  shooting  ground  in  the 
forest,  about  the  middle  of  the  day. 
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Our  first  exploit  was  to  walk  into  the 
woods  by  ourselves,  and  lose  both  ourselves 
and  our  way ;  after  shooting  a  couple  of  brace 
of  ptarmagans,  and  a  hen  capercailzie,  we 
turned  homewards,  as  we  thought,  but  to 
our  dismay  soon  discovered  that  we  had  lost 
all  our  bearings,  and  were  quite  ignorant  in 
what  direction  we  were  walking.  The  sun 
was  completely  obscured  by  clouds,  so  that 
we  had  no  object  to  steer  by  but  the  wind ; 
we  had  a  great  difference  of  opinion,  and  a 
long  argument,  as  to  the  way  it  was  blowing, — 
one  supposing  it  to  be  from  the  east  and  the 
other  from  the  south,  so  that  the  wind  did 
not  help  us  much. 

We  wandered  about  for  five  hours,  like  the 
babes  of  ancient  and  nursery  memory,  and 
had  already  begun  to  congratulate  ourselves, 
on  having  shot  enough  for  our  supper,  when 
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we  suddenly  came  to  an  old  path,  which  led 
us  back  to  the  identical  spot  we  started  from 
— consequently  we  must  have  made  a  circuit 
of  many  miles. 

Grown  more  careful,  we  went  on  about 
seven  miles  farther  in  our  carts,  and  pro- 
cured a  peasant  to  accompany  us.  He  was  a 
good  humoured,  but  rather  stupid  fellow, 
dressed  in  the  usual  linen  shirt,  trousers,  and 
boots,  and  armed  with  a  gun  of  the  most 
primitive  construction.  This  roguish  looking 
piece  took  nearly  as  long  to  go  off  after  the 
trigger  was  pulled,  as  it  did  to  load. 

We  dived  again  into  the  forest,  but  with 
very  indifferent  success  as  to  sport.  The 
walking  in  the  woods  is  very  bad,  as  it  is  very 
swampy,  and  the  surface  is  covered  with 
branches  of  trees,  and  very  deep  moss,  in 
which  we  sank  to  the  ancle  at  every  step. 
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The  forest  was  very  wild,  and  much  of  what 
we  had  wandered  through  in  the  morning 
seemed  to  have  been  untouched  by  the  hand 
of  jnan. 

We  found  very  recent  traces  of  elk ;  and 
all  the  smaller  mountain  ash  that  we  saw 
had  been  broken  down  by  the  bears  for  the 
sake  of  the  berries ;  these  beasts  are  never 
shot  in  summer,  as  it  is  impossible  to  get  near 
them,  except  in  snow,  when  they  may  be  run 
down,  or  driven,  according  to  circumstances. 

My  companion  is  a  great  lover  of  this  wild 
sport,  and  was  last  winter  very  successful ;  he 
intended  to  pursue  it  again  this  year  with 
greater  ardour;  perhaps  now  while  I  am 
sitting  over  my  comfortable  fire,  the  mid- 
night oil  burning  cheerfully,  and  the  cold 
wind  vainly  endeavouring  to  penetrate  a 
corner  of  my  snug  room,  he  is  lying  out  on 
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the  trail  of  elk  or  bear,  by  a  )fire  in  the  forest, 
with  no  other  bed  than  the  snow — no 
canopy,  but  the  ice  covered  firs,  dreaming 
of "  dropping"  the  monster  on  the  morrow, 
and  little  caring  for  comfort,  or  shelter,  in  his 
love  for  this  exciting  sport. 

All  success  to  him  then ;  and  let  it  be 
known,  that  the  bears  have  a  bad  chance, 
if  they  get  within  range  of  his  rifle,  for 
his  hand  is  as  true  as  his  heart; — and  firmer 
foot  or  hardier  form,  never  stood  in  a  snow 
shoe. 

After  walking  for  ten  hours  with  very  in- 
different sport,  we  returned  to  the  peasant's 
wood  cabin,  and  made  a  light  supper  of 
bread,  milk,  and  strawberries ;  we  then  laid 
down  on  a  heap  of  straw  in  the  corner  of  the 
room,  which  was  very  hot,  and  infested  with 
mosquitoes,  but  in  spite  of  their  attacks  we 
slept  soundly  till  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
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I  cheated  many  of  the  beasts  of  a  good 
night's  sporty  by  sleeping  m  my  boots,  so 
that  my  face  and  hands  were  the  only  parts 
of  my  body  exposed  to  their  attacks ;  of  this 
permission,  however,  they  made  the  liveliest 
use,  and  it  must  have  been  fine  fun  for  them, 
as  our  skins  were  certainly  thinner  and  less 
tough,  than  those  of  the  weather  beaten  inha- 
bitants of  the  cottages — their  usual  prey  ,*  they 
had  undoubtedly,  therefore,  a  grand  carousal 
over  British  blood,  a  species  of  refreshment  they 
had  never  tasted  before.  They  made  the  most 
of  their  time,  and  it  must  have  been  a  great 
treat  to  them. 

The  poor  people  were  as  hospitable  as  pos^ 
sible,  and  endeavoured  to  make  us  comfor- 
table by  every  means  in  their  power.  After  we 
had  laid  down,  they  brought  in  a  new  caftan, 
the  only  one  in  the  house  to  throw  over  us; 
this  we  were  glad    to    dispense    with,    on 
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account  of  the  heat,  and  could  with  difficulty 
persuade  them,  that  we  wanted  nothing  but 
to  be  left  to  our  slumbers.  They  were  simple 
and  good-natured,  and  readily  placed  every 
thing  they  possessed  at  our  disposal ;  which 
to  say  the  truth,  was  not  much,  as  they  are 
people  of  few  wants. 

The  summer  dress  of  the  men  is  merely  a 
coarse  linen  shirt  and  trousers,  the  former 
article  contrary  to  the  practice  in  most  coun- 
tries, hanging  outside  the  loose  trousers 
which  are  tucked  into  large  boots.  The  ever- 
lasting sheepskin  coats  is  the  only  addition 
in  winter,  so  that  a  Russian  peasant's  ward- 
robe is  not  of  extensive  or  expensive  propor- 
tions. They  live  almost  entirely  on  black 
bread  and  milk,  which  they  have  in  great 
plenty.  The  grass  in  the  forest  grows  very 
luxuriantly  in  every  open  place,  and  there  is 
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as  much  to  make  hay  of  for  winter  use,  as 
they  want ;  so  that  their  cows  are  always  well 
fed,  and  give  a  good  supply  of  milk  all  the 
year  round. 

The  people  in  the  country  where  we  were 
shooting,  seemed  to  he  entirely  employed  at 
that  time  in  making  hay  in  the  forest ;.  but  I 
saw  comparatively  few  attempts  at  cultivation. 
It  was  a  wild  district  on  the  shores  of  the 
Gulf  of  Finland;  the  clearings  were  very 
slight,  and  only  appeared  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  scattered  villages.  The 
whole  face  of  the  country  was  covered  with 
forest,  whereon  the  axe  of  the  wood-cutter 
had  as  yet  made  little,  or  no  impression,  and 
is  now  in  the  same  state,  as  it  was  two 
thousand  years  ago.  The  bear  and  the  elk 
still  roam  as  freely  in  these  woods,  as  when 
Russia  was  an  unknown  name,  and  when  the 
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most  civilized  nations  of  the  earth  were  in 
ignorance  of  the  existence  of  the  great  river, 
which  now  rolls  through  the  City  of  Palaces. 

This  was  the  first  taste  I  had  ever  had  of 
forest  life.  Our  sport  was  not  good,  as  we 
only  shot  six  brace  of  birds,  one  capercailzie, 
some  gelinottes  and  ptarmagan;  but  the 
whole  affair  was  so  wild  and  so  different  from 
the  life  we  had  latterly  led,  that  I  was  de- 
lighted. 

After  a  fruitless  expedition  in  the  morning, 
we  got  into  our  carts  and  returned  by  Ora- 
nienbaum,  where  we  discovered  that  bread, 
strawberries,  and  milk,  is  rather  insufficient 
sustenance  for  forty-eight  hours'  hard  work, 
so  we  celebrated  our  return  to  Christendom 
by  a  feast  of  beefsteaks  and  tea,  which  we 
devoured  with  a  godt  that  much  edified  mine 
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host  of  the  Restoration,  for  such  indeed  it 
was. 

We  got  back  to  St.  Petersburg  at  midnight 
rather  beat,  but  very  much  pleased  with  our 
expedition ;  and  our  little  adventure  formed 
an  agreeable  contrast  to  the  routine  of  sight- 
seeing, dancing,  and  late  hours,  we  had 
lately  been  engaged  in. 

The  next  day  we  went  to  see  the  skeleton 
of  the  Mammoth  in  the  Museum.  This  is 
one  of  the  wonders  of  St.  Petersburg,  the 
delight  of  geologists,  and  the  idol  of  compa- 
rative anatomists.  It  was  found  in  a 
glacier  in  Siberia,  some  years  ago,  wherein 
it  had  been  frozen  up  for  ages;  but  when 
by  some  convulsion  of  the  ice  it  beoame 
exposed  to  the  air,  the  flesh  was  in  such 
good  preservation,  that  the  wolves  and  bears 
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were  found  holding  a  gorgeous  festival  on  meat 
some  hundred  years  old. 

Such  beasts  as  these  would  certainly  make 
game  suited  to  a  moderate  sized  preserve, 
like  a  province  of  Siberia,  for  the  skeleton  of 
a  large  elephant  standing  beside  it,  bears 
about  the  same  proportion  to  it,  as  would  a 
pony  thirteen  hands  high  to  a  brewer's  dray 
horse.  His  tusks  are  enormous,  and  of  the 
finest  ivory.  We  saw  a  bas  relief  of  a  woman's 
head,  as  large  as  life,  at  the  Hermitage,  cut 
from  a  tusk  which  had  belonged  to  such  a 
monster  as  this.  It  resembled  somewhat 
the  elephant  in  shape,  and  from  his  forma- 
tion, his  habits  are  supposed  to  have  been 
similar ;  but  if  he  fed  on  leaves  and  grass,  I 
should  think  that  an  acre  of  pasture,  and 
half  a  dozen  birch  trees  would  scarcely  satisfy 
his  cavern  stomach  for  a  morning's  meal. 
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This  I  believe  was  our  last  attempt  at  sight- 
seeing at  SL  Petersburg;  our  stay  was  quickly 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  with  much  unwill- 
ingness and  sorrow,  we  bade  adieu  to  the 
many  friends,  of  whose  hospitality  and  kind- 
ness we  had  so  largely  partaken. 

Our  last  party  was  a  qiidnight  fdte  in 
boats  illuminated  with  coloured  lamps  on  the 
great  Nevka  in  the  islands.  The  little  fleet 
lit  up  in  this  gay  manner  looked  excessively 
pretty,  and  the  whole  affair  was  a  perfect 
feast  of  lanterns.  A  boat  full  of  work 
people,  from  some  manufactory  in  the  city, 
accompanied  the  expedition,  singing  national 
songs  in  chorus;  these  I  must  say,  were  more 
national  than  pretty,  more  characteristic  than 
harmonious;  for  the  airs  were  a  desperate  series 
of  squeaking,  nasal,  discords,  howled  forth  by 
sixty  men,  women,  and  children.     However, 
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they  are  supposed  to  sound  very  well  at  a 
distance ;  and  so  far  I  agree,  that  the  plea- 
sure of  the  audience  would  certainly  increase 
in  proportion  to  the  space  intervening  between 
themselves  and  the  singers. 

After  the  party  had  sufficiently  enjoyed  the 
beauty  of  the  evening,  and  the  charms  of 
moonlight  conversation  (which,  by  the  way, 
I  am  unromantic  enough  to  think  the  least 
pleasant  mode  of   rational    intercourse)  we 

danced  till  late  in  the  Countess  Z 's  villa, 

and  at  seven  in  the  morning  were  on  board 
the  Storfursten,  steaming  away,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Stockholm. 

We  had  advertised  our  intended  departure, 
three  times  in  the  Government  Gazette,  in 
order  that  our  creditors  might  be  aware  of 
our  being  about  to  quit  the  country.  Every 
one  leaving    Russia  must  conform  to  this 
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doom,  and  nine  dear  days  of  notice    must 
pass,  before  any  person  can  obtain  a  passport. 
As  no  writ  of  "  ne  exeat"  was  issued  against 
us  by  the  gentleman  who  made  my  two  pair 
of  boots,  the  only  Russian  tradesman   I  had 
employed,  our  passports  were  given  to  us  all 
right;  we  in  return  were  supposed  not  to  carry 
away  any  of  the  current  coin  of  the  empire, 
which  it  is  decreed  unlawful  to  export  in  the 
smallest  quantities.  However,  to  say  the  truth 
we  were  little  tempted,  not  from  any  con- 
tempt for   silver  roubles,  which  are  a   very 
good  solid  coin,  that  I  have  a  considerable 
respect  for ;  but  from  feeling  at  the  moment 
a  general  indifference,   as   far   as   our   own 
selves   were   concerned,   regarding  the   cur- 
rency of  any  country,  or  any  coin  however 
portable. 

So  being  found  guiltless  of  any  fraud  on 
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the  Imperial  revenue,  we  departed  unmo- 
lested from  Cronstadt ;  though  some  stately 
forms  were  gone  through  between  the 
Captain  on  behalf  of  the  passengers,  and 
an  old  fat  officer  on  behalf  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty. 

Cronstadt  is  a  very  strong  place,  and 
the  shallowness  of  the  water  around  added 
to  the  strength  of  the  different  batteries, 
renders  it  unapproachable  to  those  unac- 
quainted with  the  soundings.  They  have 
lately  built  a  new  semicircular  fort,  mounting 
four  long  tiers  of  heavy  guns,  one  above 
the  other.  Its  appearance  is  most  imposing ; 
but  many  engineers  say,  that  the  building 
would  not,  from  its  formation,  stand  a 
continued  discharge  from  its  own  guns.  One 
thing  is  certain,  that  the  smoke  would  pack 
90  heavily  in  its  galleries,  that  taking  aim 
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would,  even  in  the  early  part  of  an  engage- 
ment, be  impossible!  and  on  a  calm  day, 
the  few  first  discharges  alone  would  be 
destructive  to  an  enemy's  fleet  in  motion. 

The  inauguration  of  this  fort  took  place 
with  great  ceremony,  while  we  were  at  Mos- 
cow. The  Emperor  was  present,  and 
afterwards  sailed  in  his  steamer  down  the 
whole  line  of  a  fine  fleet,  anchored  before 
the  fort.  An  English  naval  officer  who 
was  present,  praised  the  precision  of  the 
firing  greatly;  and  though  the  yards  were 
not  manned  with  the  nimbleness  of  our 
English  tars,  yet  the  discipline  and  regula- 
rity exhibited,  rather  astonished  him. 

The  Russians  as  a  nation,  are  bad  sailors, 
for  they  have  no  ports,  and  the  fleet  once 
destroyed,  could  not  be  replaced  for  many 
years;      notwithstanding     Lord     Durham's 
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expression,  that  their  navy  is  but  an  Imperial 
toy,  I  conceive  that  it  would  be  a  very 
ugly  plaything  to  trifle  with ;  when  men  are 
so  frequently  drilled  to  their  exercise,  as 
the  Russian  soldiers  and  sailors  are  there 
is  no  doubt  that  they  would  fight  their 
guns  in  a  manner,  that  perchance  might 
startle  some  of  the  older  naval  powers  in 
Europe. 

"  Guns  are  guns,"  as  the  English  officer 
said.  Russians  are  not  men  to  desert  their 
post,  whatever  it  is ;  and  though  the  sailors 
of  the  Emperor  may  not  be  first-rate  artists 
at  sea  in  a  gale  of  wind,  yet  in  a  pitched 
battle  yard-arm  to  yard-arm,  I  cannot  see 
why  they  should  not  be  as  hard  to  beat 
as  the  seamen  of  other  nations. 

They    have    a    large    available    force   of 
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enregimented  sailors  and  marines;  and  in 
the  part  of  the  fleet  we  saw,  there  must 
have  been  ten  thousand  men  afloat.  They 
have  a  few  large  steamers,  but  none  I 
think  of  the  very  first  class.  Their  best 
vessel  the  Kamschatka,  built  of  iron  in 
America,  is  said  to  be  inferior  in  speed  to 
some  much  smaller  boats,  lately  built 
in  Russia,  and  fitted  up  with  English 
engines.  I  believe  the  Yankees  made  the 
government  pay  immensely  for  this  vessel, 
and  she  has  not  at  all  answered  the  expec- 
tation formed  concerning  her. 

On  the  whole,  the  Russian  navy  is  a 
wonderful  triumph  of  the  Emperor  over 
natural  obstacles;  and  I  really  believe,  that 
notwithstanding  the  contempt  with  which 
it   has   been   treated  by  late   writers,   it  is 
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far  from  being  in  the  despicable  and  ineffi- 
cient state  so  generally  supposed.  In  case 
of  war  I  know,  I  should  much  rather  see 
it  on  England's  side,  than  either  neutral 
or  hostile. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE   GULF   OF   FINLAND. 

It  was  a  wild  and  breaker -beaten  coast, 
With  cliffs  above,  and  a  broad,  sandy  shore, 
Guarded  by  rocks  and  shoals  as  by  an  host. 
With  here  and  there  a  creek,  whose  aspect  bore 
A  better  welcome  to  the  tempest-tost. 

BYRON. 

We  6teamed  on  merrily  with  fine  weather 
all  day  and  night,  and  in  the  morning 
arrived  at  Reval  the  capital  of  Esthonia, — 
a  very  ancient  town.  The  appearance  of  tin* 
people  here  was  completely  different  from 
that  of  those  we  had  just  left.  The  Asiatic 
looking  heard    and   caftan  were  no   where 
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to  be  seen,  and  the  faces  of  the  peasants 
bore  all  the  characteristics  of  the  German 
race. 

They  speak  a  language  of  their  own  called 
Esth,  and  are  all  Lutherans.  In  conse- 
quence of  some  schisms  among  the  pastors 
of  that  Church,  the  Greek  priests  have 
lately  succeeded  in  making  many  converts; 
and  their  efforts  have  been  decidedly  coun- 
tenanced by  the  Russian  government. 

I  fear  the  rationalism,  so  generally  inculcated 
by  the  ministers  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
has  nearly  obliterated  all  traces  of  apostolical 
Religion  in  northern  Germany  ;  the  ministers 
preach  generally,  the  doctrine  of  "  reason 
being  superior  to  revelation,*'  which  renders 
theology  a  mere  paatter  of  opinion  ;  we  cannot 
therefore  wonder,  that  a  priesthood,  whose 
tenets  are  so  much  more  in  conformity  to 
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the  religion  of  the  Cross,  should  be  success- 
ful in  proselytism  in  countries  which  have  in 
former  ages  professed  a  true  and  simple  faith. 
Reval  is  built  on  a  high  hill  or  rather 
rock,  overlooking  the  whole  surrounding 
country;  it  is  not  a  town  of  any  impor- 
tance now.  It  looks  very  ancient,  but 
unlike  most  Russian  towns  still  comfortable, 
and  almost  respectable.  The  great  curio 
sity  of  the  place  is  the  body  of  the  Due 
de  St.  Croix,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Nicholas. 
This  gentleman,  who  commanded  the  Russian 
troops  at  the  battle  of  Narva,  was  taken 
prisoner  by  Charles  XII.,  and  kept  a 
prisoner  at  Reval  during  the  remainder 
of  his  days ;  but  being  of  an  extravagant 
disposition,  and  not  finding  the  allowance 
of  his  adopted  "  Governor"  adequate  to  his 
wants,  he,   like   many   other   gentlemen   in 
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similar    circumstances,     got     terribly     into 
debt 

At  his  death,   his  creditors  refused    the 
usual  permission   for  the  interment   of  his 
body ;  but,  though  he  wasted  his  subsistence 
in  life,  his  body  did  not,  as  is  natural,  waste 
in  death,  for  there  he  still  lies  in  perfect 
preservation  :    a    black   velvet    dress,    high 
heeled   shoes,   and    a  glass  case ;   his  com- 
plexion  is  rather  like   parchment,  and  his 
general     expression     is    what    we     should 
familiarly  call,  that  of  a  "  dry  old  codger." 
He  is   still  in   death  as  in  life,  the  lion  of 
the   town  of  Reval,  and  a  great  source  of 
profit    to    the  sexton,   who   calls   him    his 
benefactor.     Peter   the   Great  had   a  great 
idea   of  his  military   talents;  but  for  once 
he  was  mistaken,  as  the  disposition  of  the 
Russian   army   at  the   battle   of  Narva,    is 
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said  to  have  been  infamous;  and  the  Due 
de  St.  Croix  has  certainly  gained  much  more 
fame  as  a  mummy,  than  a  Marshal 

The  Vicomte  d'Arlincourt,  tells  an 
amusing  story  in  his  "Etoile  Polaire,"  of 
two  lovers  at  Reval,  who,  while  walking  by 
the  river  side,  became  involved  in  one  of 
those  pleasant  little  quarrels,  which  add  so 
much  to  the  pleasures  of  wooing.  The 
young  Lady  having  accused  her  lover  of 
inconstancy,  Dmitri,  of  course,  swore  that 
she  was  dearer  to  him  than  his  soul,  and 
prayed,  that  if  he  did  not  love  her,  he 
might  become  immediately  a  shrivelled  old 
man  like  the  Due  de  St.  Croix.  This  asse- 
veration having  quieted  her  fears,  they, 
like  all  true  lovers,  kissed,  made  friends, 
and  an  agreement  to  meet  at  nightfall  in 
the  Church  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  there  to 
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plight  their   vows  afresh    before  the   high 
altar  of  the  Church. 

Agnes  was  there  first  of  course,  and  while 
waiting  impatiently  for  her  lover,  she  with 
terror  perceived  a  reddish  light  to  proceed 
from  the  door  of  the  sacristy.  Thinkipg, 
perchance,  that  Dmitri  might  be  waiting 
in  the  room,  she  opened  the  door ;  but  what 
was  her  horror,  when  instead  of  her  handsome 
lover,  she  saw  seated  in  a  large  arm-chair 
at  the  fire,  comfortably  warming  himself, 
With  outstretched  arms,  the  shrivelled  figure 
of  the  Due  de  St.  Croix.  She  immediately 
remembered  the  fatal  words  of  the  morning, 
Dmitri's  oath  ;  and  fainted  just  in  time  to 
fall  into  the  arms  of  her  lover,  who  entered 
at  the  moment.  He  seeing  the  same  terrible 
apparition,  took  Agnes  in  his  arms,  and 
rushed  out  of  the  Church.     When  she  had 
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recovered  under  his  fond  care,  they  both 
set  off  to  the  Governor  to  tell  him  of  this 
wondrous  occurrence.  The  communication 
was  rather  startling. 

«  Sir !"  said  Dmitri,  "the  Due  de  St.  Croix 
is  risen  from  the  dead !" 

"  Nonsense,  fool  I"  said  the  Governor. 

"  Oh,  Sir,  it  is  no  nonsense,  he  has  got 
out  of  his  glass  case  as  sure  as  you  are 
standing  there;  and  he  is  at  this  moment 
warming  himself  at  an  excellent  fire  in  the 
sacristy,  which  he  had  no  doubt  lighted 
himself." 

The  Governor  called  for  his  hat,  sword, 
and  walking  stick,  and  with  many  fears 
marched  to  the  Church,  and  straight  up  to 
the  glass  case  wherein  the  body  of  the 
Marshal  usually  lay.     It  was  empty  ! 

Mustering  all  his  courage,  and  followed  by 
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Dmitri,  he  proceeded  to  the  sacristy,  and 
beheld  a  terrible  apparition  1 

There  sat  the  mummy ;  his  legs  crossed* 
his  hands  held  up  towards  the  blaze,  and 
apparently  enjoying  the  heat.  Petrified  with 
horror,  he  stood  staring  at  the  awful  sight, 
when  a  hoarse  voice  from  the  arm-chair 
called  out,  "  Who  goes  there  ?"  this  was  too 
much  for  the  nerves  of  the  gallant  Governor, 
he  felt  as  if  he  had  been  shot.  Dmitri  rushed 
in,  and  upset  the  Sacristan  who  was  just 
awoke  from  a  doze  in  this  terrible  company, 
and  appearing  the  most  terrified  of  the  party, 
was  coming  out  to  see  what  the  noise 
was. 

"  You  here,"  gasped  the  magistrate. 
"What  do  you  here?" 

"  Oh,  sir  1  spare  me,"  he  cried.  "  I 
was  only  warming  my  benefactor,  the  Mar- 
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shal,  as  the  night  is  damp,  and  cold ; 
but  111  put  him  back  in  his  case  di- 
rectly." 

We  climbed  into  the  steeple  of  another 
Church,  from  whence  we  had  a  fine  view 
of  the  surrounding  country,  and  a  long 
conversation  with  the  old  Pastor.  On 
leaving  this  Church,  we  got  into  a  mass 
of  houses,  built  against  the  rock,  one  of 
which  we  entered  to  ask  the  way,  by  what 
appeared  to  be  a  hall-door.  '  Seeing  no  one 
to  direct  us  we  walked  into  one  or  two 
rooms,  and  found  we  were  at  the  top,  in- 
stead of  on  the  ground-floor,  of  a  high  house ; 
so  we  deliberately  walked  through  several 
apartments,  and  finding  a  staircase,  emerged 
into  the  street  below  without  any  oppo- 
sition. 

This    caused    great    astonishment    to    a 
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servant  who  was  standing  at  the  door, 
and  whom  we  left  evidently  pondering  in 
his  mind  how  three  strangers  could  leave 
his  master's  house  without  having  been 
admitted  under  his  auspices  as  door- 
keeper. 

We  sailed  at  two  o'clock  for  Helsingfors, 
on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  Gulf  of 
Finland.  A  grand  ffcte  was  expected  on 
the  next  day,  and  the  greater  number  of 
the  fashionable  inhabitants  of  Reval  were 
going  over  to  enjoy  it — we  had  therefore 
the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  two  hun- 
dred  and  sixty  people  on  board,  and  as 
the  steamer  was  very  small,  we  were 
crowded  together  on  the  deck  very  much 
after  the  manner  of  cattle.  To  move 
from  one  part  of  the  vessel  to  the  other 
was   a   moral  impossibility ;  and  dinner,  to 
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most    of   the  passengers,    was   quite    ima* 
ginary. 

Towards  evening,  we  passed  the  fortress 
of  Sweaborg,  the  defence  of  the  entrance 
to  Helsingfors,  called  by  the  Russians,  the 
Gibraltar  of  the  north.  In  point  of  fortifi- 
cation, it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  so 
strong  as  Cronstadt,  but  I  believe  it  is  in 
reality  nearly  impregnable,  as  there  are 
hundreds  of  small  islands  around  it  which 
might  easily  be  converted  into  batteries* 
la  spite  of  the  frowning  guns,  and  the 
ships  of  war  riding  at  anchor  within  the 
harbour,  our  Captain  gallantly  fired  his  four 
patera ves  in  great  style :  this  had  the  effect 
of  making  the  closely  wedged  crowd  onv 
board  start  convulsively  at  each  shot,  and 
such  young  ladies  as  were  blessed  with 
pretty    voices    uttered    nice  little   screams. 
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These  noisy  toys  are  a  great  nuisance  on 
board  all  the  Baltic  Steamers;  and  the 
Captains  lose  no  opportunity  of  firing  them 
off  to  the  great  delight  of  all  little  boys, 
and  the  manifold  annoyance  of  all  nervous 
passengers,  who  are  first  startled  by  the 
sudden  report,  and  then  stifled  by  the 
smoke. 

Helsingfors,  the  new  capital  of  Finland,  is  a 
handsome  town  with  great  broad  streets,  but 
like  all  other  Russian  cities  is  capable  of  con- 
taining nearly  treble  the  number  of  inhabitants 
that  it  possesses.  It  has  all  the  appearance  of 
a  new  ruin.  The  church,  a  very  handsome 
building  in  the  Greek  style,  is  not  yet  finished, 
and  though  intended  for  the  celebration  of 
Lutheran  rites  resembles  in  every  respect  a 
Russian  place  of  worship.  A  magnificent 
flight  of  granite  steps  leads  from  the  grand 
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square  to  the  base  of  the  portico.  The  Uni- 
versity and  the  Senate  House  on  the  two  other 
sides,  form  a  very  handsome  and  spacious 
place. 

In  the  evening  the  bands  of  some  frigates 
lying  here,  pulled  round  the  harbour  burning 
blue  lights  and  playing  God  save  the  Emperor. 
This  is  a  fine  and  inspiriting  air,  though  not 
equal  to  6ur  own  national  melody;  and  it  dif- 
fers as  widely  in  harmony  and  spirit  from  the 
chords  of  God  save  the  Queen,  as  do  the  short 
and  sharp  shouts  of  the  Russian  boatmen  from 
the  hearty  cheers  of  our  British  tars. 

The  Inns  of  Helsingfors  were  greatly 
crowded  on  account  of  the  f<§te,  and  just 
before  we  packed  ourselves  into  our  little 
berths  in  the  steamer,  we  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  several  gentlemen  wandering  about 
the  quay  accompanied  by  their  carpet  bags, 
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vainly  seeking  shelter  for  the  night.  I  am 
surprised  that  they  did  not  walk  into  one  of 
the  uninhabited  buildings  around,  which  looked 
as  if  they  never  had  or  intended  to  have  an 
owner,  or  a  tenant. 

When  we  came  on  deck  in  the  morning  we 
found  ourselves  sailing  through  an  Archipelago 
of  rocky  and  fir-covered  islands.  The  coasts 
t)f  Finland,  and  of  the  greater  part  of  Sweden 
are  surrounded  by  a  belt  of  small  islands  of 
this  nature.  Sometimes  the  passage  becomes 
no  wider  than  a  canal,  then  suddenly  it  spreads 
out  into  a  broad  expanse  of  water  bearing  all 
the  appearance  of  a  large  lake ;  again  the 
passage  becomes  narrow,  and  the  steamer  sails 
Out  upon  the  open  sea,  so  that  there  is  an 
endless  variety  of  wood  and  rock,  and  lake, 
spa  and  river. 

The  shores  however  want  height ;  though 
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wild  and  rugged,  they  rarely  exceed  thirty  feet 
in  altitude,  and  the  eye  soon  gets  weary  of  the 
sombre  hue  of  the  firs,  the  "  deuil  de  Y6t6y" 
the  only  foliage  of  these  iron  and  gloomy 
shores.  The  passage  between  the  islets  is 
sometimes  very  intricate,  and  the  marks  of  the 
channel  are  upright  pieces  of  stick,  which 
are  constantly  displaced  by  the  numerous  cur- 
rents. There  are  no  tides  in  the  Baltic,  but 
the  height  of  the  water  varies  according  to  the 
direction  and  force  of  the  winds. 

Navigation  is  rendered  very  difficult  by 
reason  of  the  countless  currents  which  alter 
with  every  breeze,  so  that  charts  are  of  little 
use  as  regards  these  changing  streams,  each 
ford  having  its  own  eddy  which  runs  with 
different  rapidity,  and  depends  entirely  on  the 
wind.  The  Maelstrom,  on  the  coast  of  Nor- 
way, is  only  one  of  these  currents  of  unusual 
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force,  and  varies  in  danger,  according  to  the 
state  of  the  weather. 

Foreign  sailors,  ignorant  of  all  these  local 
circumstances,  find  the  navigation  on  the 
shores  of  the  Baltic  beyond  any  thing  uncer- 
tain, and  sometimes  in  a  dead  calm  the 
unwary  master  may  fancy  himself  almost 
stationary  when  the  ship  is  actually  drifting  at 
the  rate  of  four  or  five  miles  an  hour. 

In  the  evening  we  reached  Abo,  the  ancient 
capital  of  Finland,  once  a  place  of  considerable 
importance.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  making  a 
perfect  acquaintance  with  this  deserted  town, 
as  we  remained  here  from  seven  in  the  evening 
till  three  the  next  day.  The  observatory  is 
celebrated  for  its  discoveries  in  former  times, 
and  from  it  the  Swedish  navigators  used  to 
take  their  longitude.  It  now  seems  to  be 
much  more  observed  than  observing,  and  is  a 
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conspicuous  and  dreary  object  from  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

The  continual  delays  of  the  Baltic  steamers 
at  every  port  they  pass,  renders  their  voyages 
excessively  tedious ;  and  in  these  days  of  hurry, 
the  loss  of  a  few  hours  in  a  wretched  village 
is  by  every  one  considered  a  hardship.  I  con- 
fess I  did  not  dislike  wandering  about  the 
different  little  ports  that  we  stopped  at ;  and 
as  the  country  changed  more  or  less  in  appear- 
ance every  day,  this  cruise  among  the  islands 
of  the  Baltic  Archipelago,  though  tedious  was 
not  unpleasant. 

Towards  evening  we  got  under  weigh,  and 
in  a  few  hours  stopped  for  a  minute  at  a  small 
island  which  is  the  limit  of  Russian  territory 
in  this  direction. 

It  was  a  misty  and  dreary  evening  as  we 


238  ST.   PETERSBURG 

passed  the  boundary,  and  bade  adieu  to  the 
Black  Eagle,  perhaps  for  ever. 

The  flag  that  waves  from  this  island  in  the 
Gulf  of  Bothnia  with  uninterrupted  sway  to 
regions  beyond  the  Straits  of  Behring,  floated 
as  proudly  on  the  wretched  station-house,  as  it 
did  on  the  gilded  towers  of  St.  Petersburg. 
With  many  mingled  feelings  we  looked  at  it 
for  the  last  time,  and  sailed  on  towards  the 
kingdom  whose  power  that  flag  has  so  fear- 
fully trampled  on. 

We  were  now  not  more  than  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  main  land  of  Sweden,  and 
within  twelve  hours  of  Stockholm.  How 
the  proud  heart  of  the  Swede  must  swell 
to  think  of  the  dangerous  propinquity  of 
that  imperious  banner  now  lording  it  on 
the  soil  of  her  finest  provinces.     The  best 
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of  his  dominions,  whose  hardy  inhabitants 
furnished  the  heroes  of  the  grand  armies 
of  Gustavus,  and  of  Charles,  is  lost  for  ever ; 
not  won  from  him  in  fair  fight  or  equal  battle, 
but  frittered  away  by  the  cowardice  of  an  idiot 
King,  and  the  pusillanimity  of  his  advisers. 

The  Pins  have  always  been  the  best 
soldiers  of  the  north,  and  are  even  now  the 
finest,  and  bravest  troops  in  the  imperial 
host.  A  witty  General  in  the  campaign  of 
Warsaw  being  told  by  a  Finnish  officer 
that  the  soldiers  desired  that  salt  herrings 
should  be  substituted  for  a  part  of  their 
rations  replied :  "  Monsieur,  c'est  6tonnante, 
j'ai  fait  la  guerre  pour  trente  ans,  et  voilk  la 
seule  Ibis  que  j'ai  eu  besoin  d'haranguer  un 
regiment  Finois." 

Here  then  at  that  dreary  little  island  we 
left  the  Black  Eagle  and  her  children.    I  have 
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spoken  of  them  as  I  found  them ;  as  much 
as  possible  without  flattery  or  prejudice.    I 
only   hope    that    what    I    have   said   may 
not  be  judged    by   works   lately  published 
on  and  against  Russia.     I  know  that  few 
of   their    statements    will    be    corroborated 
in   these    pages,   but   this  I  little   heed.    I 
went   not   to    Russia   for    the    purpose   of 
discovering     the    best    manner     of    abus- 
ing or  praising  her  people,  government,  insti- 
tutions    and     laws,     or     with   the    design 
of  writing.     I  went  for  the  sake  of  amuse- 
ment,  and  instruction,  and  if  I   have   suc- 
ceeded in  making  any  one,  who  has  thus  far 
accompanied  me,   a  sharer  in  the  smallest 
part  of  the  pleasure  of  my  short  tour,  my 
whole  end  is  gained. 

A  book  on  Russia,  written  in  a  dispassionate 
manner,  is  at  least  a  novelty,  as  few  have 
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attempted  the  subject  lately  who  have  not 
given  utterance  to  the  deepest  flattery,  or 
to  the  most  unmeasured  abuse.  Mine  has,  I 
hope,  done  neither. 
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ARSENAL  OF  ST.  PETERSBURG. 


THE    STRELITZES. 

The  Strelitzes  were  the  armed  militia  or  na- 
tional guard  of  Moscow  and  its  environs.  Their 
turbulent  spirit  was  for  many  years  the  cause  of 
much  dissension  and  faction  in  the  state.  By 
means  of  their  discipline  and  unison  they  rendered 
themselves  as  terrible  to  the  reigning  powers  and 
to  the  welfare  of  the  state,  as  ever  were  the  Prae- 
torian guard  or  the  Turkish  Janissaries.  After 
the  death  of  Feedor  in  1682  their  power  had 
reached  its  greatest  height,  for  by  their  assistance 
the  Princess  Sophia  caused  herself  to  be  pro- 
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claimed  Empress  in  conjunction  with  her  two 
youngest  brothers  Peter  and  Ivan.  On  this  occa- 
sion the  hands  of  the  Strelitzes  committed  in 
Moscow  every  species  of  atrocity.  After  having 
wreaked  their  vengeance  on  some  citizens  who 
were  obnoxious  to  them,  they  filled  with  their 
regiments  the  courts  of  the  Kremlin.  They  al- 
leged that  their  colonels  had  not  given  them  their 
due  arrears  of  pay,  and  demanded  that  their 
officers  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  fortress 
should  be  deprived  of  their  command,  and  de- 
livered into  their  hands.  The  affrighted  Empress 
and  her  ministers  immediately  complied  with 
their  demands.  The  unfortunate  officers  were 
given  up  to  the  infuriated  soldiery,  by  whom 
they  were  treated  with  every  species  of  indignity, 
and  finally  severely  knouted. 

After  this  time  the  Empress  Sophia  appears  to 
have  fallen  completely  into  the  power  of  the  Stre- 
litzes, who  carried  into  execution  her  most  cruel 
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edicts  with  frightful  exactness.  She  proscribed 
forty  persons,  the  heads  of  some  of  the  most 
noble  families  in  Russia ;  these  were  immediately 
murdered  by  her  Janissaries  with  horrible  tor- 
tures. Many  other  excesses  did  they  commit, 
until  the  neighbourhood  of  Moscow  was  reduced 
to  a  complete  state  of  anarchy  by  their  crimes. 

But  the  revolutionary  power  by  whose  means 
Sophia  had  been  placed  on  the  Imperial  throne, 
soon  became  dangerous  to  herself.  A  religious 
war  broke  out  in  Moscow,  wherein  the  Empress 
found  herself  opposed  to  the  greater  portion  of 
the  Strelitz  army. 

She  and  her  brothers  were  compelled  to  fly  to 
the  convent  of  the  Trinity,  where  they  were  pre- 
sently besieged  by  the  rebels,  commanded  by  one 
Clovanskoi.  But  again  the  power  and  talent  of 
Sophia  prevailed :  for  by  stratagem  she  found 
means  to  get  into  her  hands  the  person  of  their 
leader.     Him  she  instantly  beheaded  on  the  walls 
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of  the  convent.  This  act  of  summary  justice 
struck  such  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  rebels, 
that  they  immediately  retreated ;  three  days  after- 
wards, three  thousand  men  marched  with  ropes 
round  their  necks  to  the  convent,  to  implore 
forgiveness,  and  to  swear  allegiance  to  the  Impe- 
rial triumvirate. 

Basil  Galitzin  who  soon  after  became  prime 
minister,  aimed  the  first  blow  at  the  tumultuary 
power  of  the  Strelitzes,  On  the  first  occasion  of 
riot  he  distributed  the  most  mutinous  of  their 
number  among  the  regiments  quartered  in  the 
Ukraine  or  the  distant  provinces  of  Siberia  and 
Casan ;  and  so  for  a  time  subdued  their  restless 
and  ungovernable  spirit.  Notwithstanding,  they 
again  rose  in  arms  to  support  Sophia,  in  an 
attempt  she  made  to  seize  the  throne  for  herself 
alone. 

This  was  their  last  effort.  A  spirit  had  arisen 
in  Russia,  against  whose  resistless  energy  the 
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intrigues  of  a  woman,  backed  by  a  tumultuous 
mob,  was  of  little  avail. 

Peter  the  Tirst  was  now  seventeen,  and  had 
already  given  proofs  of  that  genius,  which  was 
afterwards  destined  to  create  an  Empire.  He 
gathered  round  him,  at  the  Troitzkoi  convent,  a 
numerous  band  of  German  mercenaries,  together 
with  many  of  the  Boyards,  and  their  adherents, 
who  were  devoted  to  his  cause. 

He  published  a  manifesto,  declaring  that  the 
Princess  Sophia  was  no  longer  worthy  of  par- 
ticipating in  the  government,  as  she  had 
urged  the  Strelitzes  to  take  his  life,  in  order 
to  obtain  sole  possession  of  the  throne.  He 
then  marched  to  Moscow,  beat  the  Strelitzes, 
and  sent  the  Princess  to  a  convent  for  the  rest 
of  her  life. 

Every  Strelitz  was  massacred  in  the  courts 
of  the  Kremlin  in  Peter's  presence,  and  the 
young   Czar  exhibited,   on  this    occasion,    that 

m  3 
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ferocity  of  disposition,  which  became  afterwards 
■o  terrible. 

From  that  day  in  June,  1689,  may  be  dated 
the  existence  of  the  Russian  Empire. 


THE  CAMP. 


u  The  following  precis  of  the  movements  and 
numbers  of  the  army  was  given  to  us  by  the 
aide-de-camp,  who  accompanied  us  at  the 
review/' 

Supposition  pour  les  Manoeuvres  du  Corps  de  la 
Garde  en  Juin  1845. 

Une  armee  de  l'Est  venant  de  Novgorod, 
apres  avoir  successivement  conquis  les  rives  de 
la  Neva,  a  jete  k  son  embouchure  les  fondemens 
de  la  ville  de  St.  Petersbourg.  Une  armee  de 
FOuest  a  ete  forcee  de  se  retirer  au-delk  de 
Jambourg,  Kopori€  et  Narva.  Les  deux  armees 
se  sont  Vendues  dans  de  larges  quartiers  driver. 
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L'armee  de  FEst  a  cantonne  sa  cavalerie  entre 
Strelna,  Kip&ne  et  Skvoritzy,  avec.  un  appui 
immldiat  de  dftachements  d'infanterie  k  Strelna 
et  &  Krasno£-Selo.  Le  reste  se  trouve  plus  en 
arrifere  vers  Novgorod. 

A  Papprocbe  du  printemps,  Parmee  de  POuest 
a  rassembll  inopin&nent  toute  sa  cavalerie.  Elle 
a  surpris  et  perc£  la  ligne  des  avant-postes 
ennemis,  et  en  penetrant  au  centre  de  ses 
cantonnemens  les  plus  avances,  elle  a  rejete 
la  cavalerie  de  Parmee  de  PEst  au-deli  de 
Vissotskoe. 

C'est  ici  que  commence  la  manoeuvre. 

Le  corps  de  PEst  t&chera  de  sauver  les  deta- 
chements  isolls  de  ses  troupes,  de  les  rassembler 
autant  que  faire  se  pourra,  et  aussitot  qu'il  aura 
reussi  k  les  concentrer,  il  prendra  Poffensive  pour 
repousser  Pennemi  s'il  ne  lui  est  pas  possible  de 
le  battre.  Le  corps  de  POuest  doit  profiter  de- 
son  premier  succes  afin  d'aneantir  les  forces 
dissemin&s  de  Pennemi,     II  doit  agir  avec  la 
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plus  grande  celerite  et  hardiesse,  et  lui  faire  la 
plus  de  mal  possible.  Toutefois  en  cas  de 
revers,  le  corps  de  POuest  se  repliera  sur  ses 
forces  principales  de  maniere  k  ne  pas  s'exposer 
h  une  defaite. 


CORPS    DE    L'EST. 

(Son  Altesse  ImpStiale  le   Grand- Due  Heritier 
Ce*ar6witck.J    ' 

Entre  Vissotskoe  (finois  et  russej  et  Skvoritzy. 

La  2de  division  de  cavalerie  l£gere  de 

la  garde 20  esc. 

La  batterie  l£gfere  N.  3  de  Fartillerie 

k  cheval  de  la  garde       .         .         .8  pieces. 
(Lieutenant- GSnfral  Phoutine.) 

A  Strelna. 

La   Ire  brigade   de  la   Ire    division 

d'infanterie  de  la  garde  .         .     6  bat. 
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La  batterie  de  position  N.  1  de  Fartil- 

lerie  &  pied  de  la  garde  .    8  pieces* 

(Lieutenant-Gtfneral  Ofrossimoff.) 

A  Krasnoe-Silo. 

La  2de  brigade  de   la    Ire  division 

d'infanterie  de  la  garde  6  bat. 

La  batterie  de  position  N.  2  de  Far- 
tillerie  &  pied  de  la  garde       .         .     8  pieces. 

La  batterie  legere  N.  1  de  Partillerie 
a  pied  de  la  garde  .8    — 

(GineraUMajor  Stepanoff.J 

A  J3t.  Pitersbourg. 

La   Ire  brigade   de  la  2de   division 

d'infanterie  de  la  garde  .         *     6  bat. 

La  batterie  de  position  N.  3  de  l'artil- 
lerie  k  pied  de  la  garde  .         .     8  pieces 

La  batterie  de  position  N.  4  de  Fartil- 

lerie  h  pied  de  la  garde  .         .     8    *— 

(IAeuten&nt-Genfral  Rehbinder.J 
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A  Podgornoe-Poulkovo. 

La  2de  brigade  de  la  2de   division 

d'infanterie  de  la  garde  .         .     6  bat. 

La  batterie  legere  N.  2  de  Fartillerie 

a  pied  de  la  garde         .         .         .8  pieces. 
(Geniral  Major  ViatkineJ 

A  Gatchina. 


Le  regiment-modele  a  pied 

2  bat. 

Le  ler  regiment  des  carabiniers  d'in- 

struction 

2    — 

La  batterie  de  position  N.  1  de  la 

brigade  destruction     . 

8  pieces. 

Le  regiment-modele  de  cavalerie 

6  esc. 

La  batterie-modele  &  cheval 

8  pieces. 

(Gfa&ral-Major  Mazourkewicz.) 

A  Ijora. 

La  2de  brigade  de  la  Ire  division  des 

grenadiers             .... 

6  bat. 
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La  batterie-mod&le  It  pied  .         •     8  pieces. 

(Colonel  Baron  Korff.) 

Les  troupes  cantonnees  k  Gatchina  et  supposees 
k  Ijora  ne  peuvent  operer  que  le  dernier  jour  de 
la  manoeuvre,  c'est-fc-dire  le  15  Juin;  le  reste 
des  troupes  se  mettra  en  marche  le  14  Juin  a 
6  heures  du  matin.  Les  chefs  des  detachements 
se  regleront  sur  les  circonstances  du  moment  et 
ne  cesseront  jamais  d'avoir  en  vue  le  but  qui  leur 
aura  ete  pr&lablement  indique  par  le  Com- 
mandant en  chef. 

TOTAL   DU    CORPS   DE    l'E8T. 

34  bataillons. 

26  escadrons. 

64  pieces  d'artillerie  k  pied. 

16  pieces  d'artillerie  k  chevaL 
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CORPS   DE  L'OUEST. 
•   (U Aide-de-camp  General  Knorring.J 

A  Kipene. 

La  division  des  Cuirassiers  de  la  garde  24  esc. 
La  Ire  division  de  Cavalerie  legere  de 

la  garde 21     — 

La  batterie  de  position  de  l'artillerie 

k  cheval  de  la  garde       .         .         .8  pieces. 
La  batterie  legere  N.  1  de  l'artillerie 

k  cheval  de  la  garde  '    .         .         .8    — 
La  batterie  legere  N.  2  de  l'artillerie 

k  cheval  de  la  garde       .         .         .8  pieces. 
La  batterie  cosaque  de  la  garde  .     6     — 

A  Kipene. 

La  2de  brigade  de  la  3me   division 

(Tinfanterie  de  la  garde  .         .     8  bat. 

Le  bataillon  des  tirailleurs  finlandais 

de  la  garde  ....     1  bat. 
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La  batterie  de  position  N.  6  de  l'ar- 

tillerie  k  pied  des  grenadiers  .     8  pieces. 

(General-Major  Dovbicheff.) 


A  Ropcha. 

, 

La  Ire  brigade   de  la  3me    division 

1 

d'infanterie  de  la  garde 

8  bat. 

Le  bataillon  des  tirailleurs  N.  4 

1    — 

La  batterie  de  position  N.  5  de  Partil- 

lerie  k  pied  de  la  garde 

8  pieces. 

La  batterie  l£gere  N.  3  de  l'artillerie 

k  pied  des  grenadiers 

8    — 

(Lieutenant-General  Moller.J 

Ce    dernier    Echelon    pourra    se    mettre   en 
mouvement  le  15  Juin  k  6  heures  du  matin. 


18  bataillons. 

45  escadrons. 

24  pieces  d'artillerie  k  pied. 

30  pieces  d'artillerie  k  cheval. 
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N.B.  1.)  I/heure  h  laquelle  devront  com- 
mencer  les  manoeuvres  le  premier  jour  entre 
Kipene  et  Vissotzko£,  sera  indiquee  par  un  ordre 
special. 

N.B.  2.)  Pour  mieux  distinguer  les  armees, 
rinfanterie  du  corps  de  l'Ouest  sera  vStue  en 
habits  d'uniforme  et  rinfanterie  du  corps  de  TEst 
en  manteaux. 

La  cavalerie  se  distingue  suffisamment  par  ses 
uniformes  et  la  couleur  de  ses  chevaux. 


THE  SACRED  CITY. 


MEMOIRS  OP  THE  COUNT  ROSTOPCHIN, 

eoraxoR  or  Moscow  at  the  time  op  the  French  inva- 
sion,   WEUM'im-H  Or  TEX  MTHT7TKS  BY  HIMSELF  DT  FRENCH. 

(Trmm  "LBtmit  P<*nre."J 


CHAPTER  I. 


MY  BIKTH. 


On  the  12th  of  May,  1762,  I  came  forth  from 
darkness  into  light — they  measured  me,  and  bap- 
tised me — I  was  born  without  knowing  why — 
and  my  parents  thanked  Heaven  without  know- 
ing for  what. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

MY     EDUCATION. 

They  taught  me  all  sorts  of  things,  and  diffe- 
rent languages.  Being  impudent  and  tricky,  I 
passed  sometimes  for  a  wise  man.  My  head 
became  a  compound  library,  of  which  I  kept  the 
key. 

CHAPTER  III. 

MY     SUFFERING  S*. 

I  was  tormented  by  masters,  by  tailors  who 
made  jne  tight  clothes,  by  useless  regrets,  by 
women  and  ambition,  by  royalties  and  remem- 
brances. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

PRIVATIONS. 

I  was  deprived  of  the  three  great  enjoyments 
of  the  human  species — thieving — gormandizing 
— and  pride. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

MEMORABLE    EPOCHS. 

At  thirty,  I  renounced  dancing — at  forty,  the 
good  graces  of  the  fair  sex — at  fifty,  public  opi- 
nion— at  sixty,  thought,  I  have  become  either  a 
sage  or  an  egoist,  which  are  synonymous. 

CHAFFER  VI. 

MORAL    PORTRAIT. 

I  am  as  obstinate  as  a  mule,  capricious  as  a 
coquette,  gay  as  a  child,  lazy  as  a  marmotte, 
active  as  Bonaparte — and  all  this  at  will. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

IMPORTANT    RESOLUTION. 

Never  having  been  able  to  command  my  coun- 
tenance, I  gave  loose  to  my  tongue,  and  con- 
tracted the  bad  habit  of  thinking  aloud,  which 
procured  me  some  amusement,  and  many  ene- 
mies. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

WHAT   I    WAS,     AND    WHAT   I    OUGHT   TO    HAVE    BEEN. 

I  was  very  sensible  of  friendship  and  confi- 
dence. If  I  had  been  born  in  the  golden  age,  I 
could  have  been  a  good  natured  man. 

CHAPTER  IX, 

RESPECTABLE    PRINCIPLES. 

I  was  never  implicated  in  match-making  or 
gossipping.  I  never  recommended  a  cook  or 
a  doctor,  consequently  have  never  attempted  any 


one's  life. 


CHAPTER  X. 


MY    TASTES. 


I  liked  small  society,  and  a  walk  in  the  woods ; 
I  have  an  involuntary  veneration  for  the  sun,  and 
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its  setting  saddens  me ;  in  colour,  blue ;  in  eating, 
beef  au  refort ;  in  drinking,  pure  water;  in  the 
theatre,  comedy  and  farce ;  in  men  and  women, 
open  and  expressive  countenances.  Hump- 
backed people  of  both  sexes  had  for  me  a  charm 
that  I  could  never  define. 

CHAPTER  XL 

MT   DISLIKES. 

I  had  a  dislike  for  fools,  scoundrels,  and  intri- 
guers who  play  the  virtuous;  disgust  for  the 
affectation  of  piety — for  painted  men  and  rouged 
women;  aversion  for  rats,  liqueurs,  metaphy- 
sics and  rhubarb ;  fear  of  justice  and  enraged 
beasts. 
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CHAFFEE  XII. 

ANALYSIS   OF   MT    LIFE. 

I  await  death  without  fear,  as  without  impa- 
tience. My  life  has  been  a  bad  melodrama  with 
grand  scenery,  in  which  I  have  played  the  hero, 
the  tyrant,  the  lover,  the  noble  father,  but  never 
the  servant. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

RECOMPENSE   OF   HEAVEN. 

My  great  happiness  is  to  be  independent  of 
three  individuals  who  rule  Europe.  As  I  am 
rich  enough,  and  have  given  up  all  business,  I 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Rothschild,  Metternich 
and  Rossini. 


VOL.    II. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

MY    EPITAP&v 

Ici  on  a  pose, 

Pour  se  reposer, 

Avec  une  ftme  blasee, 

Un  coeur  epuise 

Et  un  corps  use*, 

Un  vieux  diable  trepasse. 

Messieurs  et  mesdames — passez. 


THE    STATE  PRISON. 


Manifesto  published  by  the  Court  of  St.  Peters- 
burg  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  Prince  Ivan. 

By  the  Grace  of  God,  we  Catherine  the  Second, 
Empress  of  all  the  Russias,  to  all  whom  these 
presents  may  concern. 

When  by  the  Divine  Will,  and  in  compliance 
with  the  ardent  and  unanimous  desires  of  our 
faithful  subjects,  we  ascended  the  throne  of 
Russia,  we  were  not  ignorant  that  Ivan,  son  of 
Anthony,  Prince  of  Brunswick  Wolfenbuttle,  and 
the  Princess  Anne  of  Mecklenburgh  was  still 
alive.    This  Prince,  as  is  well  known,  was  imme- 
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diately  after  his  birth,  unlawfully  declared  heir 
to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Russia;  but,  by  the 
decrees  of  Providence,  he  was  soon  after  irrevoca- 
bly excluded  from  that  high  office,  and  the 
sceptre  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  lawful  heiress 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great,  our 
beloved  aunt  of  glorious  memory.  After  we 
had  ascended  the  throne,  and  offered  up  to 
Heaven  our  just  thanksgivings,  the  first  object 
that  employed  our  thoughts,  .in  consequence  of 
that  humanity  that  is  natural  to  us,  was  the 
unhappy  situation  of  that  Prince  who  was 
dethroned  by  Divine  Providence,  and  had  been 
unfortunate  ever  since  his  birth ;  and  we  formed 
the  resolution  to  alleviate  his  misfortunes  as 
far  as  was  possible. 

We  immediately  made  a  visit  to  him,  in  order 
to  judge  of  his  understanding  and  talents,  and 
in  consequence  thereof,  to  procure  him  an  agreea- 
ble and  quiet  situation,  suitable  to  his  character 
and  the  education  he  had  received.    But,  how 
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great  was  our  surprise,  when  besides  a  defect 
in  his  utterance,  that  was  uneasy  to  himself,  and 
rendered  his  discourse  almost  unintelligible  to 
others,  we  observed  in  him  a  total  privation 
of  sense  and  reason  t  Those  who  accompanied 
us  during  this  interview,  saw  how  much  our 
heart  suffered  at  the  view  of  an  object  so  fitted  to 
extite  compassion;  they  were  also  convinced, 
that  the  only  method  we  could  take  to  succour 
the  unfortunate  Prince,  was  to  leave  him  where 
we  found  him,  and  to  procure  him  all  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  that  his  situation  would 
admit  of.  We  accordingly  gave  our  orders  for 
this  purpose,  though  the  state  he  was  in 
prevented  his  perceiving  the  marks  of  our 
humanity,  or  being  sensible  of  our  attention  and 
care;  for  he  knew  nobody,  could  not  distinguish 
between  good  and  evil,  nor  did  he  know  the  use 
that  might  be  made  of  reading,  to  pass  the  time 
with  less  weariness  and  disgust.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  sought  after  pleasure  in  objects  that 
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discovered,  with  sufficient  evidence,  the  disorder 
of  his  imagination. 

To  prevent,  therefore,  ill-intentioned  persons 
from  giving  him  any  trouble,  or  from  making 
use  of  his  name  or  orders  to  disturb  the  public 
tranquillity,  we  gave  him  a  guard,  and  placed 
about  his  person  two  officers  of  the  garrison, 
in  whose  fidelity  and  integrity  we  could  confide. 
These  officers  were  Captain  Vlassieff,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Tschekin,  who,  by  their  long  military  servi- 
ces, which  had  considerably  impaired  their  health, 
deserved  a  suitable  recompense,  and  a  station  in 
which  they  might  pass  quietly  the  remainder  of 
their  days :  they  were  accordingly  charged  with 
the  care  of  the  Prince,  and  were  strictly  enjoined 
to  let  no  one  approach  him.  Yet  all  these 
precautions  were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  an 
abandoned  profligate  from  committing  at  Schlus- 
selburg  an  unparalleled  wickedness,  and  at  the 
risk  of  his  own  life,  an  outrage  whose  enormity 
inspires  horror.     A   second  Lieutenant  of  the 
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regiment  of  Smolensko,  a  native  of  the  Ukraine, 
named  Basil  Mirovitch,  grandson  of  the  first 
rebel  that  followed  Mazeppa,  and  a  man  in  whom 
the  villany  of  his  ancestors  seems  to  have  been 
infused  with  their  blood ;  this  profligate  having 
passed  his  days  in  debauchery  and  dissipation, 
and  being  thus  deprived  of  all  honourable  means 
of  advancing  his  fortune ;  having  also  lost  sight 
of  what  he  owed  to  the  law  of  God,  and  of  the 
oath  of  allegiance  he  had  taken  to  us;  and 
knowing  Prince  Ivan  only  by  name,  without  any 
knowledge  of  his  mental  or  bodily  abilities,  took 
it  into  his  head  to  make  use  of  the  Prince  to 
advance  his  own  fortune,  at  all  events,  without 
being  restrained  by  the  consideration  of  the 
bloody  scene  that  such  an  attempt  was  adapted 
to  occasion.  In  order  to  execute  this  detestable, 
dangerous,  and  desperate  project,  he  desired, 
during  our  absence  in  Livonia,  to  be  on  guard, 
out  of  his  turn,  in  the  Castle  of  Schlusselburg, 
where  the  guard  is  relieved  every  eight  days; 
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and  the  fifteenth  of  last  month,  about  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  he  all  of  a  sudden  called  upon 
the  main  guard,  formed  it  into  line,  and  ordered 
the  soldiers  to  load  with  ball. 

Berednikoff,  Governor  of  the  fortress,  having 
heard  a  noise,  came  out  of  his  apartment,  and 
asked  Mirovitch  the  meaning  of  this  disturbance, 
but  received  no  other  answer  than  a  blow  on  the 
head  with  the  butt-end  of  his  musket.  Mirovitch 
having  wounded  and  arrested  the  Governor,  led 
on  his  troops  with  fury,  and  attacked  with  fire- 
arms the  handful  of  soldiers  that  guarded  the 
Prince  Ivan. 

But  he  was  so  warmly  received  by  those 
soldiers,  under  the  command  of  the  two  officers 
mentioned  above,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire. 
By  a  particular  direction  of  that  Providence, 
that  watches  over  the  life  of  man,  there  was  that 
night,  a  thick  mist,  which  together  with  the 
inward  form  and  situation  of  the  fortress,  had 
this  happy  effect,  that  not  one  individual  was 
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either  killed  or  wounded.  The  bad  success  of 
his  first  attempt  could  not  engage  this  enemy 
of  the  public  peace  to  desist  from  his  rebellious 
purpose.  Driven  by  rage  and  despair,  he 
ordered  a  piece  of  cannon  to  be  brought  from 
'  one  of  the  bastions ;  which  order  was  immediately 
executed.  Captain  Ylassieff  and  his  Lieutenant 
Tschekin,  seeing  that  it  was  impossible  to  resist 
such  a  superior  force,  and  considering  the 
unhappy  consequences  that  must  ensue  from  the 
deliverance  of  a  person,  who  was  committed  to 
their  care,  and  the  effusion  of  innocent  blood  that 
must  follow  the  tumults  it  was  adapted  to  excite, 
took,  after  deliberating  together,  the  only  steps 
that  they  thought  proper  to  maintain  the  public 
tranquillity,  which  was  to  cut  short  the  days  of 
the  unfortunate  Prince.  Considering  also,  that  if 
they  set  at  liberty  a  prisoner,  whom  this  desperate 
party  endeavoured  to  force  with  such  violence 
out  of  their  hands,  they  ran  the  risk  of  being 
punished  according  to  the  rigour  of  the  laws, 
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they  assassinated  the  Prince,  without  being 
restrained  by  the  apprehension  of  being  put 
to  death  by  a  villain  reduced  to  despair.  The 
monster,  Mirovitch,  seeing  the  dead  body  of  the 
Prince,  was  so  confounded  and  struck  at  a  sight 
he  so  little  expected,  that  he  acknowledged  that 
very  instant  his  temerity  and  his  guilt,  and 
discovered  his  repentance  to  the  troop,  which 
an  hour  before,  he  had  seduced  from  their  duty, 
and  rendered  the  accomplices  of  his  crime. 

Then  it  was,  that  the  two  officers,  who  had 
nipped  this  rebellion  in  the  bud,  joined  with  the 
Governor  of  the  fortress,  in  securing  the  person 
of  the  rebel,  and  in  bringing  back  the  soldiers  to 
their  duty.  They  also  sent  to  our  Privy  Coun- 
sellor Panein,  under  whose  orders  they  acted,  a 
relation  of  this  event,  which,  though  unhappy, 
has  nevertheless,  under  the  protection  of  Heaven, 
been  the  occasion  of  preventing  still  greater 
calamities.  This  senator  dispatched  immediately 
Lieutenant-Colonel   Kashchkin,    with    sufficient 
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instructions  to  maintain  the  public  tranquillity, 
to  prevent  disorder  on  the  spot,  (i.  e.  where  the 
assassination  was  committed,)  and  sent  us  at  the 
same  time,  a  courier  with  a  circumstantial  account 
of  the  whole  affair.  In  consequence  of  this,  we 
ordered  Lieutenant-General  Veymann,  of  the 
division  of  Petersburg,  to  take  the  necessary 
informations  upon  the  spot ;  this  he  has  done, 
and  has  sent  us  accordingly,  his  interrogations, 
depositions,  and  the  confession  of  the  villain 
himself,  who  has  acknowledged  his  guilt. 

Sensible  of  the  enormity  of  his  crime,  and  of 
its  consequences  with  regard  to  the  peace  of  our 
country,  we  have  referred  the  whole  affair  to  the 
consideration  of  our  senate,  which  we  have 
ordered,  jointly  with  the  synod,  to  invite  the 
three  first  classes  and  the  presidents  of  all  the 
colleges,  to  hear  the  verbal  relation  of  General 
Veymann,  who  has  taken  the  proper  infor- 
mations, to  pronounce  sentence  in  consequence 
thereof;  and  after  that  sentence  has  been  signed, 


276  APPENDIX. 

to  present  it  to  us  for  our  confirmation  of  the 
same. 

The    original    is    signed    by    her    Imperial 
Majesty's  own  hand. 

Catherine. 
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